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AbVERTISEMENTi 

HE histoiy of die following production is 
iefly this; — ^A ladjrj fond of blank verac, 
manded a po^m of that kind from the author^ 
d gave him the sofa for a subject. He 
eyed; andj having much leisure, connected 
other subject with it ; and, pursuing the train 
thought to which his situation and tiim of 
Lnd led him^ brought forth at length, instead 
the trifle which he at first intehded, a serious 
air— a Volume ! 

in the poem on the subject of Education^ 
would be very sorry to stand suspected of 
ving aimed his censure at any particular 
lool. His objections are such as naturally 
ply themselves to schools in general. If 
;re were notj as for the most "p^tt >^'ex^\s»» 
Iful n^leot in those who xnaxva^e x!!aaa>> ^ 
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an omission even of such discipline as thej are 
suscpptible of, the objects are yet too numerous 
for minute attention ^ and the aching hearts of 
ten thousand parents, mourning imder the 
bitterest pf all disappointments, attest the truth 
of the allegation. His quarrel, therefore, is 
ivith the mischief at large^ aud not with a|iy 
particuli^: ipsta|ice of it. 
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ARGUMENT OV THE FIRST ^OOK. 

Hlflorical JeduQlon of feats, from thefiool to the Soj 
jifchool'hoy*s ramble.'-^A walk in the country.-^ 
feene defcrihedy-^Rural founds as well as fights de 
ful^'-^Another walk* — Mtftahe concerning the ch 
offolltudecorre9ed.'-^Colonnadiscommended,''^yli 
and the view from it.^^The wildernefs, — The g, 
'^^The threfher,''^The nectffuy and henefits of 
cifc'-^The woris of nature fuperior to, and in 
in/lances inimitable by 9 art ^^^^T he wearifomene^ 
what is commonly called a life of pleafurc-^Ck 
offcenefometimes expedient.'^ A common defcrihed^ 
the charaBer of craxy Kate introduced.-^Gijfu 
The hUjfngs of civili-zed life.'-^lhat flate mofifai 
able to virtue.--^7*te South Sea (/landers compa 
atedy but chiefly Omai.'-^His prefentfate of mind 
fofed,-'-^Civiltzed liff friendly to virtue^ but not j 
dA^s.^^Great cities, and London in particular^ alli 
ibjar due praife^ but cenfured.-^Fete champetre, — 
book concludes with a refleQion on the fatal effel 
djJU^ation and effeminacy upon our public meafures 
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THE SOFAi 



1 siNO the Sofa* I, who lately fan^ 
I'rutht Hope, and Charity *, and touched with aw6 
The folemn chotdB* and with a trembling ha;id» 
BTcajf d whh pain frofn that adtent'rous flight, 
Naw feek repofe upon an humbler theme ; . 
The theme thotigh humble, yet auguft and proud 
Th'occafioii — fof the Fsdr commands the fong* 

Xime w^s, when clothing fomptuous ot for u{e^ 
Save their own painted fkins, our (ires had none. 
As yet black breeches were not; fattin fmoothf 
Or velvet fbftj or piufh with fltaggy piles 

♦ See vol. I . 
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The hardy chief upon the rugged rock 
Wafh'd by the fea, or on the grav'Jy bank 
Thrown up by wintry torrents roaring loud, 
Fearlefs of wrong, reposed his weary ftrength. 
Thofe barb'rous ages paft, fucceeded next 
The birth-day of invention ; weak at fird, 
ipull in defign, and clumfy to perform. 
Jomt-ftools were then -created j on three legs 
Upborne they flood. Three legs upholding ^rni 
A mafTy 0ab, in faihion fquare or round. 
On fuch a ftool immortal Alfrep fat, 
. ^nd fway'd the fceptre of his infant realms; 
And fuch in ancient halls and manfions drear 
May dill be feen ; but perforsued fore, 
Anddrill'd to {loles, the folid oak is found, 
Py worms voracious f^ating through and through. 

At length a generation more reGn'd 
Ini|prov'd the fimple plan ; made tliree legs four| 
tGaIrt them a twifted for«;i rermicular, 
And 'o'er the leat, with plenteous wadding {i\xS\ 
Induc'd a fplendid cover, green and blue, 
Vellow and red, of tap'ftry richly wrought 
And woven jplofei or needle-work fublime. 
There might ye fee the piony fpread wide, 
T/fc fyU'blown lokf the fhepherd and his h 
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p.dog and lambkin with bladL^ftariilg eyeSf 
id parrotd with twin cherries in their beak. 

Nfow came the cane from India^ fmooth and bright 
ith nature's varni(h; fever'd into ftripes 
at interlac'd each oiher, thefe fupplted 

texture firm a lattice- worky that brac'd 
e new machiney and it became a chair* 
t refllefs was the chair ; the back ered 
(Iref^M the weary loins, that felt no eafe ; 
e (lipp'ry feat betrayM the Aiding part 
at prefsM it, and the feet hung dangling down^ 
ixious in vain to find the diftant floor, 
lefe for the rich : the reft, whom fate bad placed 
modeft mediocrity, content 
ith bafe materials, fat on welhtann'd hidtty 
xiurate aiid unyielding, glafly fmooth» 
ith here and there a tuft of crimfop yam^ 
' fcarlet crewel* in the cufhion fixM; 

cufhion might be call'd, what harder feemM * 
lan the firm oak of which the frame was form^d<| 
3 want of timber then was fek or fearM 

Albion's happy iile. The umber flood 
>nd'rous and fix'd by its own maify weight. 
Jt elbows dill were wanting i thtfcj fpme fay^ 
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4. THSTA8K* BOOK 

An aldermto of Grippkgate contriv'd ; 
And (bme tfcribe di* ioTention to a pried 
Barly and big, and ftudiont of hit cafe. 
Butt rode at firft, aod not with eafy flope 
Receding vide^ thtfy preTs'd againft the ribs^ 
And bruisM the fide ; and, elevated high, 
Taught the raisM flioulden to invade the eart. 
Long time elapi'd or e'er our ragged firet 
Comphin'd, though incomroodioufly pent in. 
And ill at eafe bdiind. The ladiea firft 
'Gan mnrmuri at became the fofter (ex. 
Ingenioutftney, never better |rfeat'd 
Than when empioy'd t* accommodate the fiur. 
Heard the fweet moan with pity, and devit'd 
The foft fettee ; one elbow at each end» 
And in the midft an elbowt it recdv'dt 
United yet divided, twam at once. 
So fit two kiogt of Brentford on one throne | 
And fo two citizent who take the air, 
Clofi^ pfck'd, and fmiling, in a chaife and one* 
But ruaxatioo of the languid frame, 
By foft recumbency of outftretcKM limbs, 
Wat blifi rcferv'd for happier dayt. So flow 
The growth of what it excellent ; fo hard 
T' attiio perfedioo in thil nether world. 
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ms firft neceifity ioTCDted (loob^ 
•nveoieoce next fuggefted elbow-cbair^ 
id luxury th' accomplifii'd spf it lift. 

The nuife fleeps fweetly, bif'd to watdi ^t fid)^ 

horn fDoring (he difturbs. As fweetly be 

ho quits the coach-box at the midnight bovi 

> deep within the carriage mote fecure^ 

is legs depending at the open door. 

/eet (leep enjoys the curate in his defk» 

le tedious redor drawling o'er his bead ; 

nd fweet the clerk below. But neither fiuf 

F lazy nuriby who fnores the fick map dead^ 

or his who quits the box at midnight hour 

(luinber in the carriage more fecurey 

or fleep enjoyed by curate in his deik^ 

or yet the dozings of the clerk* are fweet^ 

ompar^d with the repofe the sofa yields. 

Oh may 1 live exempted (while I litre 
'uiltiefs of pamperM appetite obfcene) 
rem pangs arthritic, that infeft the toe 
^f libertine excefs* The sot a fuits 
'he gouty limb^ 'tis true ; but gouty limb^ 
'bough on a sofa, may I never feel : 
or I have lov'd the rural walk iVmouj)^\vm% 
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Of grafly fwarth, clofe crept by nibbling (heep^ 

And (kilted thick with intertexture firm 

Of thorny boughs ; have lov'd the rural walk 

0'e]r (lillf, tjjirough valleySy and by rivers' brinik| 

E'er fince a truant boy I pafs'd my bounds * 

T' enjoy a ramble on this banks of Thames ; 

And ml remember, nor without regret. 

Of hours that forrow fince has much endearM, 

How oft, my flice of pocket (lore confum'dy 

Still hung'rin'g, pennylefs and hx from home^ 

I fed on fj^rlet nips and (Tony hawsi 

Or blu(hing crabs, or berries,' that imbofs 

The bratnble, black as jet, or floes auftere* 

Hard fafe! but fuch as'boyifh appetite 

Sifdains not ; nor the palate, undepray'd 

By culinary arts, unfav'ry deems, 

No SOFA then awaited my rejourn ^ 

Nor SOFA then I needed. Youth repair^ 

His wafted fpirits qujckly, by long toil ' 

Incurring (hort fatigue ; and, though our year$ 

As life declines fpeed rapidly away^ 

And not a year but pilfers as he goes 

Some youthfvl grace that age would gladly keep; 

A tooth or auburn lock, and by degrees 

Their leifgth and colour firom the locks they fjpare} 

^h[d^c fprm^ of an unwearied foot 
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Fhat mounts the ftyle with cafe, or leaps the fence^ 

Fhat play of lungs, inhaling and again 

R.efpiring freely the frefli air, that makes 

^wift pace or deep afcent no toil to roe. 

Mine have not pilfer'd yet; nor yet impaired 

My relifh of fair profpedt ; fcenes that fboth*d 

dr charm'd me young, no longer young, I find 

Still foothing, and of pow'r to charm me ftill. 

/Vnd witnefs, dear companion of my walks, 

Whofe arm this twentieth winter I perceive 

Fad lodc'd in mine, with pleafure fuch as Iotc, 

Confirmed by long experience of thy worth 

And well-tried virtues, could alone infpire-^- 

Witnefs a joy that thou haft doubled long. 

Thou know'ft my praife of nature moft (incerey 

And that my raptures are not conjured up 

To ferve occalions of poetic pomp, 

But genuine, and art .partner of them all. 

How oft upon yon eminence our pace 

Has flacken'd to a paufe, and we have borne 

The rufRing wind, fcarce confcious that it blew, 

While admiration, feeding at the eye. 

And ftill- tmfated, dwelt upon the fcene. 

Thence with what pleafure have we juft difcern'd 

The diftant plough flow nfioving, and befide 

^i$ Wring team; tbat fwery'd not £iq(si \!l[i^ \.ta.OiL^ 
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The (lurdy fwain dimiDifti'd to a boy! 
Here OuTe, flow winding through a level pUi 
Of fjiaclous meads with cattle fprinkled o'er, 
Condufls the eye along its fir.uous coutfe 
Delighted. There, U& rooted in their bank 
Stand, never overlook'd, our fav'rite elms, 
Tliat fereen the herdfiiian's folitaiy hut ; 
While far beyond, and ovenhwart the fireaM 
That, as with moken glaft, inlays the vale, 
The floping land recedes into the clouds; 
DifpUying on its raried fide tlie grace 
Of Uedge-row beauties numberlefs, fcjuare Ca\i, 
Tall fpire, from which the found of cheerful I 
Juft undulates upon the lifl'nitig ear, 
Groves, lieaths, and fiiioking villages, remote 
Scenes ntufi be beautiful, vbich, daily vlew'd 
Pleafe daily, and whofe novelty furyives 
Long knowledge and the fcrutiny of years. 
Praife jufily due to thofe Ehat I defcribe. 

Nor niral fights alone, but rural founds, 
Exliilerate the fpirit, and reftore 
The tore of languid nature. Mighty winds, 
That fweep the fltirt of fome fai-fpteadinj; wi; 
Ofancient growtii, make muilc not unhke 
Tii« diSh of ocean oo hi> wioding Jhare, 
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And lull the fpirit while they fill the mind ; 
■ Unnumber'd branches waving in the blaft, 
I And all their leaves faft flatt'riog, all at once. 
- Nor lefs compofure waits upon the roar 
Of didant floods, or on the (bfter voice 
Of neighb'ring fountain, or of rills that flip 
Through the cleft rock^ and, chiming as they fall 
Upon loofe pebbles, lofe -themfelves at length 
In matted grafs, that with a livelier green 
Betrays the fecret of their flient courfe. 
Natare inanimate employs fweet foundSf 
But animated nature Tweeter flill. 
To footh and fatisfy the human ear. 
Ten thoufand warblers cheer the day, and one 
The livelong night : nor thefe alone, whofe notes 
; Nice fingerM art muft emulate in vain, 
: But cawing rooks, and kites that fwim foblime 
I io dill repeated circles, fcreaming loud, 
I '^^^ j^y> the pie, and even the boding owl, 
I That hails the riflng moon, have charms for me. 
Sounds inharmonious in themfelves and harfli, 
Yet heard in fcenes where peace for ever reigns, 
And only there, pleafe highly for their fake. 

Peace to the artift, whofe ingenious thought 
Devi&'d die wcather-hou/e, that ufefui lo^V 
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Fearlcfs of humid air and gathering rainS, 
Forth fteps the roan — an emblem of myfelf! 
More delicate, his tim'rous mate retires. 
When wiater foaks the fields, and female feet. 
Too weak to flruggle with tenacious clay, 
Or ford the rivulets, are beft at home, 
The taik of new difcovVies falls on me. 
At fuch a feafon, and with fuch a charge. 
Once went I forth; and found, till then unknov 
A cottage, whether oft we fmce repair : 
'Tis perch'd upon the green- hill top, but clofe 
Environ'd with a ring of branching elms 
That overhang the. thatch, itfelf unfeen 
Peeps at the vale below ; fo thick befet 
With foliage of fuch dark redundant growth, 
1 call'd the low-rooPd lodge the peafant^s nejl. 
And, hidden as it is^ and far remote 
From fuch unpleafing founds as haunt the ear 
In village or in town, the bay of curs 
Inceffant, clinking hammers, grinding wheels, 
And infants clam'rous whether })leas'd or paiu'd^ 
Oft have I wifh'd the peaceful covert mine. 
Here, I have faid, at lead I (hould pofTeis 
The poet's treafure, filence, and indulge 
The dreams of fancy, tranquil and fecure. 
Vain thought ! the dweller in that {till retreat 
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Dearly obtains the refuge it affords. 
Its ele?atcd fcite forbids the wretch 
To drink fwcet waters of die cryftal well ; 
He dips his bowl into the weedy ditch. 
And, heavy.laden, brings his bev'rage home. 
Far fetch'd and little worth ; nor feldom waits^ 
Dependant on the baker's pundlual cally 
To hear his creaking pannier's at the door. 
Angry and fad, and his laft crud confumM, 
So farewell envy of the fea/ant's nefi! 
Iffolitude make fcant the means of life. 
Society for me ! — thou Teeming fweet, 
Be ftill a pleafing objcdl in my view ; 
My vifit dill, bat never mine abode* 

Not difiant far, a length of colonnade 
Invites us. Monument of ancient tafte. 
Now fcom'dy but worthy of a better fate. 
Our fathers knew the value of a fcreen 
From fultry funs ; and, in their (haded walks 
And long protracted bow'rs, enjoy'd at noon 
The gloom and coolnefs of declining day. 
We bear our (hades about us ; felC-depriv'd 
Of other fcreen, the thin umbrella fpread, 
A^d range an Indian wa|le without a tree, 
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Thanks to * Benevelus— he fpares me yet 
Thcfe chefnuts rangM id correfponding lines; 
And, though himfelf fo polifti'd, ftill reprices 
The obfolete prolixity of (hade* 

Deibending now (but cautious, left too faft) 
A (iidden fteep, upon a ruftic bridge 
We pafs a gulf, io which the willows dip 
Their pendant boughs, (looping as if to drink. 
Hence, ankle-deep in mofs and flow'ry thymes 
We mount again, and feel at ev'ry ftep 
Our foot half funk in hillocks green and foft,- 
Rais'd by the mole, the miner of the foil. 
He^ not' unlike the great ones of mankind. 
Disfigures earth ; and, plotting in the dark, 
Toils much to earn a monumental pile. 
That may record the mifchiefe he has done. 

The fummit gain'd, behold tlie proud alcove 
That crowns it ! yet not all its pride fecures 
The grand retreat from injuries imprefs'd 
By rural carvers^ who with knives deface 
The panoels, leaving an obfcure, rude name^ 

* John Courtney Throckmorton, Efq, of Wcft«n Underwi 

t 
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lAcrs uncouth) and fpelt amils. 
g the zeal t* immortalize himfelf 
the bread of man, that ev'n a fevr* 
ifient yearsy won from th' abyfs abhqrr'd 
Ic obliviony feem a glorious prize, 
in to a clown. Now roves the eye; 
){led on this fpeculative height, 
n its command. The fheep-fold here 
It its fleecy tenants o'er the glebe. 
progreiEve as a dream, they feek 
idle field; but, fcatterM by degrees, 
hb choice, foon whiten all the land. 
From the fun-burnt hay-field, homeward creeps 
ded wain ; whiU, lightened of its chargCi 
in that meets it pafles fwtftly by; 
)ri{h driver leaning o'er his team 
)us, and impatient of delay. 
1 attraftive is the woodland fcene» 
led with trees of- cv*ry growth, 
yet various. Here the gray fmooth trunks 
or lime, or beech, diftinftly (hine» , 

the twilight of their diftant (hades; 
loft behind a rifing ground, the wood 
unk, and fhortenM to its topmoft boughs. 
: in all the grove but has its charms, 
i each its hue peculiar; pa\ei (om^^ 
//• c 
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And of a wannlfli gray; the willow fucht 
And poplar, that with filver lines his leaf» 
And afh far-ftretching hb umbrageous arm; 
Of deeper green the elm; and deeper (Klly 
Lord of the woods, the long-furnving oak» 
Some glofly-leaT'd, and fhining in the fan. 
The maple, and the beech of oily outs 
Prolific, and the lime at dewy eve 
Diffufing odours: nor unnoted pals 
The fycamore, capricious in attire. 
Now green, now tawny, and, ere autumn yet 
Have changed the woods, in fcariet honours bi 
O'er thefe, but far beyond (a fpacious map 
Of hill and valley interposed between). 
The Oufe, dividing the well-waterM land. 
Now glitters in the fun, and now retires. 
As bafhful, yet impatient to be feen* 

Hence the declivity is fharp and fhort, 
/Vod fuch the re-afcent; between them weep9 
jA. little naiad her impovMfhM urn 
/VU fummer long, which winter fills again, 
^he folded gates would bar my progrefs noWf 
^t that the ^ lord of this enclosed demefae 

* See the foregoing nqte. 
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imonicative of the good he owb8» 

nits me to a (hare ; the guiltlefs eye 

imits no wrong, nor wades what it enjo3rs» 

efhing change ! where now the blazing fun i 

Ihort traofition we have loft his glare^ 

I ftepp'd at once into a cooler clime. 

alien avenues ! once more I mourn 

r fate unmerited, once more rejoice 

t yet a remnant of your race furvives. 

r airy and how light the graceful arch» 

awful as the confecrated roof 

choing pious anthems 1 while beneath 

chequer'd earth fcemt reftleft as a flood 

liM by the wind. So fportive is the light 

through the boughs, it dances as they dance» 

ow and funfhine intermingling quick, 

darkening and enlightening, as the leaves 

wanton, ev^ry moment, ev^ry fpot* 

nd now, with nerves new braced and fpirits cheer'd^ 

tread the wildemefs, who(e well-roli'd walks^ 

I curvature of flow and eafy fweep-— 

option innocent— give ample fpace 

larrow bounds* The grove receives us next; 

reen the upright fiiafts of whofe tall elms 

may difcera the threflier at Us tafiu 
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Thump after thuipp refounds the eonftant flail» ' 
That feems to fwing uncertain, and yet falls 
Full on the deftin'd ear. Wide £iet the cha£ 
The niftling ftraw fends up a frequent mift 
Of atoms* fparkling io the noon-day beam. 
Come hither, ye that prefs your beds of dowof 
And fleep not ; fee him fweating o'er hb bread 
Before he eats it.— ^is the primal curie* 
But foftenM into mercy ; made the pkdge 
Of cheefful days* and oighu without a groan* 

By ceafelefs affion all that b fubfifis. 
Conftant rotation of th' unwearied wheel 

■ 

That nature rides upon maintains her healths 

Her beauty, her fertility. She dreads 

An inftant's paufe, and lives but while (be movtu 

Its own rerolvency upholds the world. 

Winds from all quarters agitate the air. 

And fit the limpid element for ufe, 

£lfe noxious : oceans, rivers, lakes, and (Ireamst 

All feel the freih'nipg impulfe, and are cleansed 

By reftlefs undulation : ev'n the oak 

Thrives by the rude concuiEon of the ftorm : 

He ieems indeed indignant, and to feel 

Th' impreiEon of the blaft with proud difdain» 

Frowning, as if in hi4 unconfciotts inn 
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He hdd the thaiuler: but the monarch owes 
His firm (lability to vhat he fcoros^— 
More fix'd below, the more diAurM above* 
The kw» by which all creatures eUe are bound. 
Binds man the lord of all. Himfelf derives 
No mean advantage from a kindred caufe. 
From firenoous toil his hours of fweeteft ea(e« 
The iedentary ftretch their lazy length 
When cuftom bids, bat no refre(hment find. 
For none they need : the languid eye, the cheek 
Beferted of its bloom, the flaccid, (hrunk, 
And witherM mufde, and the vapid foul, 
Reproach their owner with that love of red 
To which he forfeits ev'n the reft he loves. 
Not fuch th' alert and adive. Meafurtf life 
By its tree worth, the comforts it affbrds> 
, And theirs alone feems worthy of the name* 
Good health, and, its a^ociate in moft. 
Good temper ; fpinta prompt to undertake. 
And not foon fpent, though in an arduous tafk; 
The pow'rs of fancy and (Irong thought are theirs } 
Ev^n agt itfelf feems privtleg'd in them. 
With clear exemption from its own defeds. 
A Iparkling eye beneatii a wrinkled front 
The vct'nm Sxow$, and, gracing a grey beard 

C3 
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With youthful fmiles, defcends toward the gnt? 
Sprightly^ and old almoft without decay. 

* 

Like t coy maiden» eafet when courted molt. 
Fartheft retiret-*-4ui idol^ at whofe (farine 
Who oft'neft facrifice are ftvour^d leaft* 
The love of Dature» and the fceoe ihe draws. 
It nature's did^ate. Strange! there (hould be £9 
Whoy felf-iroprifon'd in their proud laloons^ 
Renounce the odours of the open field 
For the unfcented fidions of the looni; 
Whoy fatisfied with only pencilM fcenes;. 
Prefer to the performance of a God 
Th' inferior wonders of an artift's hand ! 
Lovely indeed the mimic works of art; 
But nature's works far ]o?elier. I admire—^ 
None more admires-^the painter's magic fkillt 
Who fhows me that which I fhall never fee. 
Conveys a diftant country into mine« 
And throws lulian light on Englifh walls: 
But imitative (fa-okes can do no more 
Than pleaie the eye-p^fweet nature ev'ry fenfe* 
The air ialnhrious of her lofty hills. 
The cheering fragrance of her dewy vales, 
^nd mtific of her woods— -no works of man ' 
Bbf rival thefe; thefe all befpeak a pow'r 
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Pecttliar^ and exdofiTcly her own* 

Beneath the open fky ffae fpreads the fead; 

Tis free to all — 'tis ev*ry day reneVd; 

Who fcorns it fiarves defervedly at home. 

He does not fcorn it, who, imprifon'd long 

In fome nnwholefome dungeon, and a prey 

To fallow ficknefs, which the yapours* dank 

And clammy, of his dark abode have bred, 

ETcapes at laft to liberty and light : 

His cheek recovers foon its healthful hue; 

Hb eye relumines its extioguifh'd fires; 

He walks, he leaps, he runs — is wing'd with joyi 

And riots in the fweets of ev^ry breeze. 

He does not fcorn it, who has long endur'd 

A fever's agonies, and fed on dnigs. 

Kor yet the mariner, his blood inflam'd 

With acrid falts; his very heart athirft 

To gaze at nature in her green array. 

Upon the fhip's tall fide he (lands, poflefs'd 

With yifions prompted by intenfe defire : 

Fair fields appear below, fuch as he left 

iFar diftant, fuch as he would die to find— ' 

He ieeks them headlong, and is feen no more. 

The fpleen is feldom felt where Flora reigns; 
iTbe low'riog eye^ the petalance^ tlie fro\»ni 
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And fuUen fadnefs,. that o'erihade, diftorty 
And mar, the fkce of bouity, when no caufe 
For fuch imniearttrable woe appears^ 
Thefe Flora banifhes, aad gives the fair 
Sweet fmiies, aad bloom Idb traofieat than her orwu. 
It is the conftant revolution, dale 
And uftekfs) of the fame repeated joyv^ 
That palls and ratia«es> aod mafcet languid life 
A pedlar's pack, that bows the bearer down. 
Health fufFera, and the ^irits ebb ; the heart 
Recoils from its own choice— *4t the fiill feaft 
Is famifliM'^findi bo mufic in the feog, 
No fmartnefs in the jeft ; and wonders why. 
Yet thoufiinds ftili de&e to jourqey on. 
Though halt, and weary of the path they treads 
The paralytic, who can hold her cards. 
But cannot play then, borrows a friend's hand 
To deal and (huffle, to divide and foit, 
Her min^d iuits and iequences ; and £ts, 
Spedtatrefs both ^Lod fpedacle, a fftd 
And (iient cy^r, while her proxy plays. 
Others are dragged into the crowded room 
Between iof^porten; and, once ieated, dit. 
Through downright inability to rife, 
Till tiie ftoat bearers lift the corpfe again. 
Thcfe ipeak a load memento. Yet cv'n thefe 
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nfelres lo^e life, and ding to it| as he 

overhangs a torrent to a twig, 
r love it, and yet loath it ; fear to die^ 
fcom the purpofes for whith they live. 
I wherefore not renounce them ? No— the dreads 
flavifh dread of folitude, that breeds 
;dtion and remorfe, the fear of (hamef 

their invet'rate habits, all forbid. 

liom call we gay ? -That honour has been long 
boaft of nuere pretenders to the name, 
innocent are gay— the lark is gay, 
; dries his feathers, faturate with dew, 
:ath the rofy cloud, while yet the beams 
lay-fpring overfhoot his humble neft. 
peafant too, a witnefs of his fong, 
ielf a fongfler, is as gay as he. 
fave me from the gaiety of thofe 
>fe head-aches nail them to a noon-day bed p 
fave me too firom theirs whofe haggard eyes 
1 defperation, and betray their pangs 
property flripp'd off by cruel chance ; 
n gaiety that filU the bones witli pain, 
mouth with blafph^my, the heart with woe. 

be earth was made fo various^ tliat the xavad^ 
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Of defultoiy nan, fiudioos of chaoge. 
And pleas'd «ith noreity, might be indiilg'd. 
Profpe^h, bowerer lovely, may be (ccd 
Till half their beauties Mt ; the weary light. 
Too well acquainted with their fmiles, Aides .off) 
Faftidious, (eekiog lefs ^miliar icenes. 
Then fnug eoclofuret i& the fhelter*d Ttle^ 
Where frequent hedges intercept the eye. 
Delight us ; happy to renounce awhile. 
Not fenfelefi of its charms, what fltll we IoTe» 
That fuch (hort ahfence may endear it more. 
Then forefts, or the fafage rock, may pleaie. 
That hides the fea mew in his hollow clefts 
Above the reach of man. His hoary head, 
Confpicuous many a league, the mariner, 
Bound homeward^ and in hope already there, 
Greets with three cheers exulting. At his wtift 
A girdle of half- withered (farubs he ihows. 
And at his feet the baffled billows die. 
The common, overgrown with fern, and rough 
With prickly gorfe, that, fhapelefs and defbrm'd^ 
And dangerous to the touch, has yet its bloon^ 
And decks itfelf with ornaments of gold. 
Yields no unpleafing ramble ; there the turf 
Smells frefti» and, rich in odoriferous herbs- 
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govs froitt of earth, regales the (cofe 
airy of anejcpeded fweets* 

: often wanders one, whom better days 
:er dad, in cloak of fatin tnmm'd 
re, and hat with fplendid ribband bound, 
g maid was (he, and fell in love 
le who left her, went to fea, and died. 
:y followed him through foaming waves 
nt fhores ; and (he would fit and weep 
a lailor fufFers ; fancy, too, 
mofi: where warmefl wifhes are, 
>ft anticipate hb glad return, 
im of tranfports (he was not to know* 
1 the doleful tidings of his death— 
r fmil'd again ! and now (he roams ' 
y wafle; there fpends the livelong day^ 
unlefs when charity forbids, 
g night. A tatter'd apron hides, 
*.loak, and hardly hides, a gown 
d ftill ; and both but ill conceal 
iv'd with nevcr-ceadng (ighs, 
die pin of all (he meets, 
hem in her (leeve ; but needful food, 
I with hunger oft, or comelier clothes, 
i with cold aiks never .-—EA\jt\&C(^l^^^ 
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I fee a column of flow riting fmoke 
O'ertop the lofty wood that fkirts the wild. 
A vagabond and ofelefs tribe there eat 
Their oiiferable meal. A kettle, flung 
Between two poles upon .a flick tranfverfe. 
Receives the morfel — flefli obfcene of dog. 
Or vermipy or, at befl, of cock purloin'd 
From his accuftom'd perch. Hard-faring race! 
They pick their fuel out of ev'ry hedge. 
Which, kindled with dry leaves, jufl (aves unquenc 
The fpark of life. The fportive wind blows wide 
Their fluttVing rags, and fliews a tawny fldn. 
The vellum of the pedigree they claim. .. 
Great fkill have they in palmiflry, and more 
To conjure clean away the gold they touch. 
Conveying worthlefs drofs into its place ; 
Loud when they beg, dumb only when they fteal. 
Strange ! that a creature rational, and cafl 
In human mould, fliould brutalize by choice 
His nature ; and, though capable of arts 
By which the world might proin, and himfelf, 
Self-banifh'd from fociety, prefer 
Such fqualid floth to honourable toil ! 
Yet even thefe, though, feigning ficknefs oft. 
They fwathe the forehead, drag the limping limb. 
And vex their fieih with artificial fores. 
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:haqge their whine ioto a roiithfal note 
Q iafe occafion often ; and, with dance^ 
muCc of the bladder and the bag. 
He their woes, and make the woods reibond. 
health and gaiety of heart enjoy 
hoafeleft rovers of the fylvan world ; 
, breadiing wholefbme air, and wand'ring muchj 
1 other phyfic none to heal th' efieds 
oathfbme diet, penary, and cold. 

left he, though ondiftinguifh'd from the crowd 
wealth or dignity, who dwcUs (ecure, 
Te man, by nature fierce, has laid aiide 
fiercenefiy havbg learnt, though flow to leani> 
manners and the arts of civil life, 
/ants, indeed, are inany ; but fupply 
iotts, placed within the eafy reach 
3p'rate wifhes and indufbious hands, 
virtue thrives as in her proper foil ; 
de and furly, and befet with thorns, 
rrible to fight, as when fhe fprings 
(he fpring fpontaneous) in remote 
rb'rous climes, where violence prevails, 
;ngth is lord of all ; but gentle, kind^ 
re tam'd, by liberty refrefL'd, 
her fruits by radiant truth matni*&* 
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War and the chafe eogrofs the favage whole ; 
War follow'd for re? cnge, or to (upplant 
The envied tenets of fome happier fpot. 
The chafe for faftenance, precarious trult! 
His hard condition with fevere conftrainc 
Binds all his fecultiosy forbids all growth 
Of wifdQm, proves a fchool in which he Ieam9 
Sly circumvantioDi aareieoting hate. 
Mean felf-attachment, and (carce sought befide. 
Thus far the (hiv'ring natives of the north. 
And thus the rangers of th^ weftern world. 
Where it advances far into the deep. 
Towards th^ antar^tie. Ev'n the fkvour'd iflesi 
So lately founds although the coaftant fun 
Cheer all their feafons with a grateful fmile. 
Can boad but little virtue ; and| inert 
Through plenty, lofe in morals what they gain 
In manners — ^vi^ms of luxurious eaie. 
Thefe therefore I can pity^ plac'd remote 
From all that fcience traces, art invents^ 
Or iofpiration teaehes ; and enclosed 
In boundlefs oceans, never to be pafs'dj 
By navigators uninformed as they, 
Or ploughed perhaps by Britifh bark again ; 
But, far beyond the refl^ and with moft caufe^ 
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gentle favagt * ! Whom no lovt of the* 

oCy but curi^ty (xrhapB^ 

e yatti gldty, pr&mpted us to draw 

frofn thy fl&titt bowers, to fhovr thee here 

what fuperior flliii We Cafi abufe 

Ifts of Provideoce ! and fquaftder life. 

ream is ]piift > and thou haft found again 

ocoas afid binifiaSf palms and yams, 

omeftall thaitth'dwith kaves. But haft thou foand 

former 6hArms? And, having Teeti oar (bkio, 

daoes) dnr ladiee, and our pomp 

iip^gCy <Mt ^rdetth add our (p^irtMf 

leard our idttfic $ are thy fimjde fmti4s, 

Implt £are> and all thy p(aifi delightt, 

ar to thee al oAce ? And haft thy joye 

lothing l^ eomparifon with ouni ? 

as thou art, (for y^t return thee rude 

gnoranty except of outward ihow) 

lot think thee yet fo dull of heart 

piritlefsy aS nevtr to regret 

s tafted here, and left as foon as known* 

nks I fee thee ftraying on the beach, 

liking of the furge that bathes thy fboty 

r it has wafti-d our diftant ftiore. 

hte weep, and thine art hontft tciirs^ 

* Omia. 

D a 
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A patriot^s for his country : thou art fad 
At thought of her forlorn and abjed ftatey 
From which no power of thine can raife her up* 
Thus fancy paints thee, and though apt to err. 
Perhaps errs little when (he paints thee thus* 
She tells me, too, that duly evVy morn 
Thou climb'ft the mountain top, with eager eye 
Exploring far and wide the wat'ry wade 
For fight of fliip from England. Ev'ry fpeck 
Seen in the dim horizon turns thee pale 
With conflidt of contending hopes and fears* 
But comes at lad the dull and duiky eve» 
And feodt thee to thy cabin, well prepar'd 
To dream all night of what the day denied* 
Alas ! expe^ it not. We f0und no bait 
To tempt us in thy country. Doing goodf 
Difinterefted gbody is not our trade* 
We travel far, 'tis true, but not for nought ; 
And mud be brib'd to compafs earth agjain. 
Sy other hopes and richer fruits than yours* 

But, though true worth and virtue in the mild 
And genial foil of cultivated life 
Thrive moft, and may perhaps thrive only there. 
Yet not in cities oft: in proud and gay 
And ^ain-devoted cities. Thither flow, 
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I eomfnoti uid moft noUbme fcw^rt 

-egs aad feculence of rr'iy land* 

s fotti exam^ple m moft faindB' 

its likeneft. tUnk tbundance breeds 

8 and yuapat^ thieft floth and !u(l, 

antonttefeand ^ttuoiftotts tX(xf^ 

s vice is liidden nmh tiidft ettfe, 

I ivith kaft tteproaeh $ imd virtae, tattght 

(uefit kptcy can Ivofye to uiumpli there 

I th^acbievcmmt of fucceftfui flight. 

Aifeft them Hum'ties of ihe arts^ 

ch they flonrifli ifraft^ whtre, in the beami 

-m eoconragenientf and in the eye 

»lic note, they reach their pck^e^ fize. 

H)ndeib is, by tafle and weahh prociaim'd 

ireft capiul ^f all the wodd, 

: and incontinence the worft. 

tdcich'd by Heytiolds, a dull Uai^ becomes 

i mirror, in n^hich natnils iees 

r refle^ed fenjnupes. Bactta there 

nore thMi feuiak beauty to 4 ftoive, 

hatham's ek^en^t to muMe Jips. 

les the chifti ^cCttpy alone 

>w'rs of fculfHtfre, but the ftyk as mucb^ 

•rovince of her art ^er equal care. 

lice iocifion ^ h<r guided ftedi 
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She ploughs a brazen field, and clothes a foil 
So fterile with what charms foe^cr (he will. 
The richeft fcen'ry and the lovelieft forms* 
Where finds philofophy her eagle eye. 
With which (he gazes at yon boming difk 
Undazzled, and detedts and counts his fpots? 
In London : where her implements exaA, 
With which (he calculates> computes, and fcagsy 
All didance, motion, magnitude, and now 
Meafures an atom, and now girds a world ? 
In London. Where has commerce fuch a mart. 
So rich, fo throng'd, fo drain'd, and fo fupply'd^ 
As London—opulent, enlarged, and ft'dl 
Increafing, London ? Babylon of old 
Not more the glory of the earth than fhe, 
A more accompIifhM world's chief glory now. 

She has her praife. Now mark a fpot or two, 
That fo much beauty would do well to purge ; 
And (how this queen of cities, that fo fair 
May yet be foul ; fo witty, yet not wife* 
It is not feemly, nor of good report, 
l^hat (he is (lack in difcipline ; more prompt 
T' avenge than to prevent the breach of law; 
That (he is rigid in denouncing death 
On petty robkr$| and indulges life 
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r And liberty^ and oft-times honour too» 
I To peculators of the public gold : 

That thieves at home muft hang ; but ht^ that puts 

Into his overgorg'd and bloated purfe 

The wealth of Indian provinces, efcaqpes. 

Nor is it wdly nor can it^come to goody 

That, through profane and inEdel contempt 

Of holy writy (he has prefum'd t' annul 
: And abrogate, as roundly as Ihe may. 

The total ordinance and will of God ; 
, AdTancing fafhion to the pod of truth, 
' And centering all authority in modes 

And caftoms of her own, till Sabbath rites 

Have dwindled into unrefpeded forms. 

And knees and haflbcs are well nigh divorc'd* 

God made the country, and man made the town. 
What wonder then that health and virtue, gifts 
That can alone make fweet the bitter draught 
That life holds out to all, (hould moft abound 
•^ leaft be threaten'd in the fields and groves i 
*offi»fs ye, therefore, ye, who, borne about 
b chariots and fedansi know no fatigue 

that of idlenefs, and tafte no fcenes 

Kich as art contrives, poiTefs ye ftill 
^oor dement } there only can ye fhine; 
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THE TASK, 



BOOK II. 



ARGUMENT OF THE SECOND BOOK. 

RefleOlons fuggefled by the conclufim of the formet book 
Peace an^ong the nations recommended^ ontbegroutu 
$beir common fellovjjhip in forrow,'-^ Prodigies em 
raUd^'^Sicilian earthquakes. — Man rendered oh 
km tothefe calamities hyjin^'^^od the agent in them 
Thephilofophy thcAjiops atfecondary caufes reproved 
Our own hie mfedrriagei hccoiniedJor.*^Satiricai 
iice taken of our trips to FountdinMeau.^^Btn thepu 
notfatirgf the proper engine of reformation^'^The 
verend Advertlfer of engrawd Jermons^'-^Petit-nu 
fmfin.'^Thi good preacher.^^Pi3ures of atha 
idl' clerical cbascomb.'^^ory'tellers and jeftere in 
ftd^ reproved.-^jipo^ropbe to popular e^plaufi 
Retailers of ancient philofophy expofiulated witb.''^ 
•f the whole matter, ^^EffeSs offacerdotalmifman 
went on the laity, — Their folly and extravaganci 
7he WAf chiefs of profufion, — Profufion itfelf wki 
iis confequent evUsf aferibed^ as to its principal a 
to the want of difciplme in the wiiverjities. 
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a lodge in ibme yaft wilderoefsy 
lOQQdlefs cootigaity of ihade^ 
raiBoor of oppreiGoo and dcceity 
jcceftful or fuccefaful war, 
i^vcr reach me more. My ear is paiaMi 
I is fick» with ev'ry day's report 
Dg aad outrage with which earth is fiU'dj 
loo flefh in man's obdorate heart, 
not feel for maq ; the nat'nd bond 
herhood is finrer'd as the flax 
Is aiunder at the touch of fire. 
s )iis fellow guilty of a Ada 
mr'd like has ows^ vxd, ks^iing pow'r 
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T' enforce the wrong, for fuch a worthy caufc 
Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. 
Lands interfe^d by a narrow frith 
Abhor each other. Mountains interpos'd 
Make enemies of nations, who had elfe, 
Xiike kindred drops, been mingled into one. 
•Thus man devotes his brother, and deftroys ; 
And, worfe than all, and mod to be deplor'd. 
As human nature's broadeft, fouled blot. 
Chains him, and tafks him, and exadh his fweat 
With ftripes, that mercy, with a bleeding heart. 
Weeps when fhe fees inflifled on a bead. 
Then what is man ? And what man, feeing thist 
And having human feelings, does not blafli, ^ 

And hang his head, to think himfelf a man I 
I would not have a* flave to till my ground, ^ 

To carry me, to fan me while I fleep, * ■ 

And tremble when I wake, for all the wealth 
That finews bought and fold have ever eam*d* ' ' 
No: dear as freedom is, and in my hcartV 
Juft eftimation prizM above all price, * 

I had much rather be myfelf the (lave. 
And wear the bonds, than faden them on lum. ^ 
We have no (laves at home — Then why abroad? 
And they themfelves, once ferried o'er the Wftfe 
t parts vtSp are emancipate and loosed. 
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ives cannot breathe ia England ; if their lungi 
ceive our air, that monxnt they are firce ; 
ey touch our countryt aod their (haeklet £J1» 
at*s noble, and befpeaks a nation proud 
d jealous of the bleffing. S[>read it th^n^ 
d let it circulate through er'rj vein 
all your empire; that where Britain's pow'r 
elt, mankind may feel her mercy too. 

ure there is need of focial intercourfe, 

evolence, and peace, and mutual aid» 

veen the nations, in a world that feems 

toll the death-bell of i\» own deceafe, 

I by the Toice of all its elements^ 

preach the gen'ral doom*. When were the windj 

flip with fuch a warrant to deflroy ? 

:n did the waves fo haughtily o'erleap 

r ancient barriers, deluging the dry ? 

; from beneath, and meteors f from above^ 

»tous, unexampled, unexplain'd 

i kindled beacons in the fkies ; and th' old 

crazy earth has had her (baking fits 

; fref aeot, and forgone her ufual red:. 

♦ Alluding to the calamities at Jamaica* 
t Auguft i8, 1783. 

If. £ 
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Is it a time to wrangle, when the props 

And pillars of our planet feem to fail, 

And nature* with a dim and fickly eye 

To wait the clofe of all? But grant her end 

More diftant, and that prophecy demands 

A longer refpite, unaccomplifh'd yet; 

Still they are frowning fignals, and befpeak 

Difpleafure in his breafl who fmites the earth 

Or heals it, makes it languifh or rejoice. 

And 'tis but feemly, that, where all deferye 

And ftand expos'd by common peccancy 

To wha^ no few haye felt, there fhould be peace, 

./Vnd brethren in calamity fhould love. 

Alas for Sicily! rude fragments now • 

Lie fcatter'd where the (hapely column ftood. 
Her palaces are dud. In all her (Ireets 
The voice of iinging and the fprightly chord 
Are filcnt. Revelry, and dance, and (how ^ 

Suffer a fyncope and folemn paufe ; 
While God performs upon the trembling ftage 
Pf his own works his dreadful part alone. ' 

!^ow does the ear^ receive him ? With what figf4 

* Alluding to tke fog that covered both Europe and M 
during the whole 'urnmer of 1783. 
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Of gratuktioD and delight, her king ? 
Pours (he not all her choiceft fruits abroad, 
, Her fweeteft flow'rs, her aromatic gums, 
[ Difclofing paradife where'er he treads ? 
! She quakes at his approach. Her hollow womb, 
j Conceiving thunders, through a thoufand deeps 
j And fiery caverns roars beneath his foot. 
; The hills move lightly, and the mountains fmoke, 
. For he has touch'd them. From th* extreme (I po 
Of elevation down into th' abyfs 
His wrath is bufy, and his frown is felt. 
The rocks fall headlong, and the valleys rife. 
The rivers die into offenfive pools, 
I And, charg'd with putrid verdure, breathe a grofs 
{ And morta4 nuifance into all the air. 
What folid was, by transformation (Irange, 
Grows fluid ; and the fix'd and rooted earth. 
Tormented into billows, heaves and fwells. 
Or with vortiginous and hideous whirl 
Sucks down its prey infatiable. Immenf^ 
The tumult and the overthrow, the pangs 
; And agonies of human and of brute 
Multitudes, fugitive on ev'ry fide. 
And fugitive in vain. The fylvan fcene 
^^-^y* Migrates uplifted; and, with all its foil 
Alighting in far diflant fields, finds out 
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A new pofTeiTor, und furrives the change. 
Ocean has caught the frenzy, and, upwfought 
To an enormous and overbearing height, 
Not by a mighty vind, but by that voiie 
Which winds and waves obey, invades the flior« 
Refiillefs. Never fuch a fodden flood, 
Upridg'd fo high, and fent on fuch a charge, 
FoirefsM an inland fcene. Where now the throDj 
That prefiM the beach, and, hafty to depart, 
Look'd to the fea for fafety? They arc gone, 
Gone with the refluent wave into the deep— 
A prince with half his people I Ancient tow'rs. 
And roofs embattled high, the gloomy fcenes 
Where beauty oft and Ictter'd wordi confume 
Life in -the unprodu^ive (hades of death. 
Fall prone : the pale inhabitants come forth. 
And, happy in their unforefeen releafe 
From all the rigours of reftraint, enjoy 
The terrors of the day that fets them free. 
Who then that has thee, would not hold thee faft, 
Freedom ! whom they that lofe thee fo regret, 
That cv'n a judgment, making way for thee. 
Seems in their eyes a mercy for thy fake. 

Such evil fin hath wrought; and fuch a flame 
Kindled in heaven i that it burns down to earth, 
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, in the furious inqueft that it makes 

Jod's behalf, lays waftc his faircft work5. 

Tcry elements, though each be meant 

minifter of man, to fctvt his wants, 

pire againd him. With his breath he draws 

ague into his blood ; ' and cannot ufe 

s neccfTary means, but he mud die. 

US rife t* o'erwhelni him : or, if (lormy winds 

not, the waters qf the deep (hall rife, 

, needing none affidance of the (lorm^ 

1 roll themfelves a(hore, and reach him there^ 

earth (hall (hake him out of all his holds» ^ 

nake his houfe his grave«: nor fo content, 

1 counterfeit the motions of the flood, 

I drown him in her dry and dufty gulfs. 

at then!— were they the wicked above all^ 

I we the righteous, whofe fad anchored iOe 

r'd dot, while theirs was rock'd, like a light ikifff 

fport of ev'ry wave ? No : none are clear, 
1 none than we more guilty. But,- where all 
id chargeable with guilt, and to the (hafts 
M^rath obnoxious, God may ehoofe his niark i 
r puni(h, if he pleafe, the lefs, to Warn 

more malignant. If he fpar'd not ihera, 
mble and be amaz'd at thine efcape, 

guiltier England, led he fpaie no'w tl\tt\ 
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Happy the man who fees a God employ'd 
Jn all the good and ill that checquer life ! 
Refolving all events, with their efTe^ 
And manifold reTuitSy into the wiU 
And arbitratioli wife of the Suprem'e. 
Did not his eye rule all things, and intend 
The leafl of our concerns ((ince from the leafl 
The greateft oft originate ;} «ouId chance 
Find place in his dominion, or difpofe 
One lawlefs particle to thwart his plan ; 
Then God might be furpris'd, and unforefeen 
Contingence might alarm him, and di^urb 
The fmooth and equal courfe of his affairs. 
This truth phi^ofbphy, though eagle-eyed 
J.^ nature^s tendencies, oft overlooks ; 
And, having found his inflrument, forgets. 
Or difregards, or, more prefumptuous dill, 
Denies the pow'r that wields it. God proclai 
His hot difpleafure againfl fooIifh<nkn, 
That lire an atheift life: involves the hcav'n 
In tempefts; quits his grafp upon the winds. 
And gives them all their fury ; bids a plague 
Kindle a fiery boil upon the fkin. 
And putrify the breath of blooming health. 
He calls for famine, and the meagre fiend 
Blows miide>^ from between his fhriverd lips| 



. THE TIME-PIICE. 43 

Dts the golden eair. He fprtngs his mbesy 
Iblates a nation at a blad. 
sps the fpruce philofophcr, and tells 
>geneal and difcordant fprings 
nciples ; of caufes, how they work 
(Tary laws their fure efFe6ts ; 
n and re*a6tion. He has found 
ce of the difeafe that nature feels, 
s the world take heart and banifh fear. 
o\ ! will thy difcovery of the caufe 
th' efFciH:, cr heal it ? Has not God 
ught by means fince firfl he made the world ? 
he not of old employ his means 
n it ? What is his creation lefs 
rapacious refervoir of means 
for his ufe, and ready at his will ? 
fs thine eyes with eye falve ; aik of him, 
f whomfoever he has taught ; 
n, though late, the genuine caufe of all. 

id, with all thy faults, I love thee (lill--- 
try ! and, while yet a nook is; left 
^nglifh minds and manners may be found, 
:onfirainM to love thee. Though thy clime 
, and thy year moft part deform'd 
pping rainsi or withered by a froft^ 
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I would not yet exchange tliy fullen Ikies. 
AnJ fieldi without a ilow'r, for warmer 
With >I] lier vines } nor for Auforiia's g) 
Of goldtn Fruitage, and her myrtle bsw' 
To fhakc thy fenate, and from heights fti 
Of patriot eloquence to ilaih down lire 
Upon tliy foei, was never meant my tall 
llut I can feel thy fortunes, and panake 
Thy joys and forrows, with as true a he 
Ai any thund'rer there. And I can fe< 
Thy follius too; and with a jufl difdaia 
Flown at eifeminates, whofe very looks 
ReflcQ dilhonour on the land I love. 
How, in the name of foldierfhip and fee 
Should England profjier, when fuch thin 
And tender as a girl, all elTenc'd o'er 
With odours, and as profligate as fweet ; 
Who fell their laurel for a myrde wreatl 
And love when ihey Ihould fight ; whei 
Prefume to lay tlioir l-.and upon die ark 
or her magnificent and awful caufe? 
Time was when it was jiriife and boaft i 
In ev'ry clime, and travel where we mij 
That we were born her children. Prii 
To (ilt th' amlution of a prinic man, 
That Chaihau's language wis tus tnoth< 



THE TIME-PIECE. 45 

5 great name compatriot with his own. 
fe honours, and farewell with them 

fuch hereafter ! They have fall'n 
ield of glory ; one in auns, 
counfel-*-Wolfe upon the lap 
flory that moment won, 
m heart-fick of his country's fh^me ! 
s many foldiers. Chatham, (iill 
.ngland's happinefs at home^ 

an unforgiving frown, 
'd her. Wolfe, where'er he foaghty 
of his heart into his ad, 
mple had a magnet's force, 

fwift to follow whom all lov'd. 
•e fet. Oh, rife fome other fuch I 
e have left is empty talk 
vements, and defpair of new. 

< 

the (ail, and let the ftreamers float 
iton breezes. Strew the deck 
r, and fprinkle liquid fweets, 
favour maritime invade 
lice nobility! Breathe foft, 
; and foHer ft ill, ye flutes ; 
id waters, lulPd by magic founds^ 
inoothiy to the Gallic fliore! 
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True, we have loft an empire — let It pafs. 
True ; we may thank the perfidy of France, 
That pickM the jewel out of England's crowtif 
With all the cunning of an envious fhrew. 
And let that pafs-^'twas but a trick of ftate ! 
A brave man knows no malice, but at once 
Forgets in peace the injuries of war. 
And gives his direft foe a friend's embrace. 
And, (ham'd as we have been, to th' very beard 
Brav'd and defied, and in our own Tea pfov'd 
Too weak for thofe decidve blows that once 
Enfur'd us maft'ry there, we yet retain 
Some fmall pre-eminence ; we juftly boad 
At leaft fuperior jockeyfhip, and claim 
The honours of the turf as all our own ! 
Gof then, well worthy of the praife ye feek, 
And (how the (hame ye might conceal at home 
In foreign eyes ! — be grooms, and win the plate 
Where once your nobler fathers won a crown ! — 
*Tis gen'rous to communicate your {kill 
To thofe that need it. Folly is fooo learn'd : 
And, under fuch preceptors, who can fail ? 

• •• 

There is a pleafure in poetic pains 

Which only poets know. The fliifts and turns, 

Th* expedients and inventions, multiform, 
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rhich the mind reforts in chace of temns, 
gh apt, yet coy, and difHcult to win — 
reft the fleetiifg images that fill 
mirror of the mind, and hold them fafl^ 
force them (it till he has pencil'd ofF 
thfiil likenefs of the forms he views ; 
1 to difpofe his copies with fuch art, 
each may find its moft propitious light, 
fhine by fituation, hardly lefs 
I by the labour and the fkill it coft ; 
MTCupations of th; poet's mind 
eafingy and that (leal away the thought 
fuch addrefs from themes of fad import, 
loft in his own mufings, happy man ! 
!ls th' anxieties of life, denied 
wonted entertainment, all retjre. 
>ys has he that fings. But ah ! not fuch, 
)m fuch, the hearers of his fong. 
IS, or elfe liftlefs, or perhaps 
f nothing arduous in a tafk 
er undertook, they little note 
Ts or efcapes, and haply find 
\ amufement where he found the lAoft. 
Cement all ? ftudious of fong, 
ibitious not to fing in vain, 
trifle merely, though the world 
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ice facredy fats credentials clear. 

i the TioUted law (peaks out 

iders; smd by him» in drains as fweet 

els u(e» the gofpel whifpers peace. 

)liihes the ftroDg» reftores the weak» 

ns the vaod'rer, binds the brokea heart, 

irmM fairofelf in panoply complete 

renly teinpery fiimifhes with arms, 

as bis own» and trains by ev'ry rule 

f difcipline, to glorious war, 

cramental hoft of God^& eledl ! 

i fuch teachers ? — would to heav'n all were ! 

rk — the do^^or's voice ! — faft wedg'd between 

mpirics he (lands, and with fwolo cheeks 

s the newSf his trumpet. Keener far 

iH inventive is his bold harangue, 

through that public organ of report 

:1s the clergy ; and» defying (hame, 

nces to the world liis own and theirs ! 

ches thofe to read, whom fchools drfmifs'dy 

olleges, untaught; fells accent, tone, 

(nphads in fcore, and gives to prayer 

■agso^nd anthnte it demands. 

nds divinity of other days 

into modern ufe ; transforms old print 

-zag manufcript) and cheats the eyes 
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Of gallery critics by a thoufand arts. 
Are there who purchafe of the doctor's ware? 
Oh, name it not in Gath ! — it cannot bCy 
That grave and learned clerks (hoj^d need fixch 
He doubtlefs is in fport, and does out droU» 
AiTuming thus a rank unknown before- 
Grand catarer and dry-nurfe of the church ! 

] I venerate the man whofe heart is warm, 

r 

I Whofe hands are pore, whofe dodrine and who( 
Coincident, exhibit lucid proof 
'T'hat he is honeft in the facred caufe. 

; To fuch I render more than mere refpeft, . 

jWhofe anions fay that they refpe^ t hemfelvcs. 
But) loofe in morals, and in manners vain> 
In converfation frivolous, in drefs 
Extreme, at once rapacious and profufe ; 
Frequent in park with lady at his (ide« 
Ambling and prattling fcandai as he goes ; 
But rare at home, and never at his books, 
Or with his pen, fave when he fcrawls a card; 
Conflant at routs, familiar with a round 
Of lady(hip»— a (Iranger to the poor ; ' 
Ambitious of preferment for its gold. 
And wellprepar'd by ignorance and fldthj 
By infidelity and love of worlcji 
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b make God's work a finecure ; a (lave 

his owD pleafures and his patron's pride: 
rom fuch apo(lles» oh* ye mitred heads, 
rcfcrve the church ! and lay not c arelefs^ hands 
>n fcttlis tha t cannot jeach| and will jiot learn. 

Would I defcribe a preacher, fuch as Paul, 
rere he on earth, would hear, approve, and own— 
aul fliould himfelf direA me. I would trace 
[is mafter-ftrokes, and draw from his deHgn. 
WDu!d exprefs him fimple, grave, fiocere; 

1 do£h-ine uncorrupt ; in language plain, 

nd plain in manner ; decent, folemn, chafiet 
od natural in gefture ; much imprefs'd 
[imfelf, as confcious of his awfiil charge, 
nd anxious mainly that the flock he feeds 
[ay feel it too ; affe^ionate in look, 
jid tender in addrefs, as well becomes 
. meflenger of grace to guilty men. 
diold the piAure ! — Is it like ? — Like whom ^ 
lie things that mount the rodrum with a ikip, 
.od then fkip down again ; pronounce a text ; 
ly— hem ; and, reading what they never wrote, 
ift fifteen minutes, huddle up their work, 
Ad with a well-bred whifper clofe the fcenet 
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\ In man or woman, but far mod in nun, 
t And moft of all in man that miniften 
';And fcnes the attar, in myfoat I Joath 
/Ail affeflation. "Tis my perfeft Icofn ; 
\ Objeft of my imitlacabk difguft. 
What ! — will a man play iricksi will he ioi 
A filly fond conceit of hi! fiiir form, 
And JuH propcriion, fafhionable mien. 
And pretty facej in prefenee of his God! 
Or will he feek to dazzle me with iropej. 
As with the di'mond on his lily hand. 
And play hit brilliant parti before my eyes 
When I am hungry for the bread of life } • 
He mocks hit Maker, proHitutet and Iharai 
His noble oiEce, and, inftead of truth, 
Difplaying his own beauty, narvrs his flock 
Therefore avaunt all altitude, and flare, 
And {Ian theatric, piafiis'd at the gtafs! 
I feek divine lim[ilicity in him 
Who handles things divinei and all befide, 
I'liongh learn'd with labour, and though mu 
By curious eyes and judgment! ill-inform'd, 
To rae is odious as the aufal twang 
Heard at conveniicle, where worthy men. 
Milled by cuftom, ftra'm celefiial themes 
Through the preft noflril, fpeaacie-beftrid. 



til. THE TIME- PIECE. ^^ 

le, decent in demeanour while they preach, 
X ta(k perform'd, relapfe into themfelves; 
1) having (poken wifely, at the dofe 
»w wanton 9 and give proof to ev'ry eye— 
oe'er was edified, themfelves were not ! 
ch comes the pocket mirror. — Firfl we (Iroke 
eye-brew ; next, compole a ilraggling lock ; 
:n with an air» mod gracefully performed, 
back into our feat, extend an arm» 
1 lay it at its eafe with gentle care, 
h handkerchief in hand depending low : 
i better hand, more bufy, gives the nofe 
bergamot, or aids th' indebted eye 
h op'ra glafs, to watch the moving fcene, 
i recognize the flow- retiring fair.-— 
V this is fulfome ; and offends me more 
ji in a churchman flovenly negicdt 
1 niflic coarfenefs would. An heavenly mind 
/ be indiff'rent to her houfe of clay, 
I flight the hovel as beneath her care ; 
how a body fo fantaflic, trinii 
I quaint, in its deportment and attire, 
lodge an heav'nly mind— demands a doubt. 

fe that negociates between God and man, 
!3od's anibafTador, the grand concerns 
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Of judgment and of mercy, fhould beware 

Of lightnefs in his fpeech. 'Tis pitiful 

To court a grin, when you fhould woo a fool ; 

To break a jed, when pity would infpiro 

Pathetic exhortation ; and t' addrefs 

The fkittifh fancy with facetious tales^ 

When fent with God's commii£oa to the heart I 

So did not Paul. Diredt me to a quip 

Or merry turn in ali he ever wrote, 

And I confent you take it for your text. 

Your only one, till fides and benches fail. 

No : he was ferious in a ferious caufe, 

And underflood too well the weighty terms 

That he had ta'en in charge. He would not (loop 

To conquer thofc by jocular exploits, 

Whom truth and fobemefs afiaii'd in vain. 

Oh, popular applanfe! what heart of man 
Is proof again ft thy fweet feducing charms ? 
The wifeft and the bed feel urgent need 
Of all their caution in thy gentlell gales; 
But, fweird into a guft — who then, alas! 
With all his canvafs fet, and inexpert. 
And therefore heedlefsy can withfland thy pow'r? 
Praife from the rivel'd lips of toothlefs, bald 
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xrqntude ; and in the looks of lean 

id craving poverty ; and in the bow 

fpedtfiil of the fmatchM artificer ; 

oft too welcome, and may much difhirb 

le bias of the pnrpofe. How much more, 

ar'd forth by beauty fplendid and poUte^ 

language fbft as adoration breathes ? 

1, fpare your idol I think him human ftilL 

arms he may have, but he has frailties too ! 

>te not too much, nor fpoil what ye admire. 

All truth is from the femplternal fource 
light divine. But £gypt» Greece, and Rome, 
ew from the flream below. More favourMt we 

inky when we choofe it» at the fountain head. 

« 

i them it flowM much mingled and defll'd 

ith hurtful error, prejudice, and dreams 

ilive of philofophy, fo cali'd, 

t falfeJy Sages after fages flrove 

vain to filter off a cryflal draught 

re firom the lees, which often more enhanc'd 

« third than flak'd it, and not fcldom bred 

oxication and delirium wild. 

vain tliey pufli'd inquiry to the birth 

td ipring-time of the world ; aik'd, Whence is man i 

by form'd at all ? and wherefore as he i^ i 
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Vhere mud he find his Maker ? witli what lita 

/^dore him ? Will he hear, accept, and bids ? 

Or does he fit regardlcfs of his works ? 

Has man within him an immortal feed ? 

Or does the tomb take all ? If he furvive 

His afhes, where ? and in what weal or woe ? 

Knots worthy of folution, which alone 

A Deity could folve. Their anfwers, vague. 

And all at random, fabulous, and dark. 

Left them as dark themfelves» Their rules of li 

Defective and unfan6tion'd, prov'd too weak 

To bind the roving appetite, and lead 

Blind nature to a God not yet reveal'd. 

'Tis revelation fatisfies all doubts. 

Explains all myfteries, except her own. 

And fo illuminates the path of life, 

That fools difcover it, and dray no more. 

Now tell me, dignified and fapient fir, 

. My man of morals, nurtured in the (hades 
Of Academus — is this falfe or true? 

' Is Chrift the abler teacher, or the fchools? 

; If Chrift, then why refort at evVy turn ' 
To Athens or to Rome, for wifdom fliort 
Of man's occafions, when in him refuie 
Grace, knowledge, comfort — an unfaihomV 
How oft, whsn Pi.uJ has fcrv'd us wiih a » 
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Has Epidetus, Plato, Tull^r^ preach'd ! 

Men that, if now aHve» would fit content 

And humble learners of a Saviour's worth , 

Preach it who might. Such was their love of truth. 

Their third of knowledge, and their candour too ! 

And thus it is.— The pador, either vain 
By nature, or by flatt'ry made fo, taught 
To gaze at his own fplendour, and t' exalt 
Abfurdly, not his office, but himfelf ; 
Or unenlighten'd, and too proud to learn ; 
Or vicious, and not therefore apt to teach ; 
iPer? erting often, by the (Irefs of lewd 
And loofe example, whom he (hould inftrufl; 
^pofes, and holds up to broad di^race, 
[The noblefl function, and difcredits much 

le brighted truths that man has ever feeo. 
'or ghoflly counfel ; if it either ^11 

Jow the exigence, or be not back'd 

ith (how of love, at lead with hopeful .proof 

fome fiocerity on the giver's parjt, 

be difhonour'd, in the exterior form 

id mode of its conveyance, by fuch tricks 
move derifion, or by foppifh airs 
hidriooic mumm'ry, that let down 
pulpit to the level of the dage ; 
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Drops from the lips a difregarded thing. 

The weak perhaps are mov'd, but are not taaglity 

While prejudice in men of ibonger minds 

Takes deeper root, confirm'd by what they fee. 

A relaxation of religion's hold 

Upon the roving and untutor'd heart 

Soon follows, and, the curb of confcience Ibapt, 

The laity run wild.-^But do they now i 

Note their extravagance, and be convincd. 

As nations, ignorant of God, contrive 
A wooden one, fo we> no longer taught 
By monitors that mother church fupplies* 
Now make our own. Foderity will aik 
(If e'er pofterity fee verfe of mine) 
Some fifty or an hundred luflrums hence. 
What was a monitor in George's days? 
My very gentle reader, yet unborn. 
Of whom I needs mud augur bietter things. 
Since heav'n would fure grow weary of a world 
Prodiidlive only of a race like our's, 
A monitor is WQod — plank (haven thin. 
We wear it at our backs. There, clofely brac'd 
And neatly fitted, it compreffes hard 
The prominent and mod unfightly bones. 
And binds the fhoulders flat. We prove Its ufe 
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and mod cfFedtual to fecure 
lot now gymnaAic as of yore, 
:et8 and dtftortion, elfe our lot. 
admonifli'd, we can walk ere^— 
r at lead of manl^ood ! while the friend 
fe, a Mentor worthy of his charge. 
Sf coftlier than Lucullus wore, 
aprice as multiplied as his, 
: us while the fafhion is at full, 
e with er'ry moon. The fycophantf 
:s to drefs us, arbitrates their date ; 
is fair retrerfion with keen eye ; 
iH made, another obfolete, 
lot nicely, that, is ill conceiv'd ; 
ing prize of all that he condemns, 
expenditure defrays his own. 
:he very fpice of life>. 
s it all its flavour. We have run 
;v'ry change that fancy at the loom, 
I, has had genius to fupply ; 
ious of mutation, ftill, difcard 
gance, a little us'd, 
reus novelty and flrange difguife. 
ce to drefs, till hoofehold joys 
brts ceafe. Drefs drains our cellar dry, 
I our larder lean ; puts out omt &Tt^ \ 



» 



So THITA6K. BO 

And introduces hanger> froft, and woCy 

Where peace and hoipitality might reign. 

What man that Wwts, and that knows how to M 
Would h\\ t' exhibit at the public (haws 
A fortn as fplendid as the proudeft theret 
Though appetite raife outcries at the cod ? 

A roan o' th' town dines late, but Iboo enough 
With reafonable forecafl and diipatch» 
T' enfure a fide-box ftation at half price* 
You thinky perhaps, fo delicate his drefs. 
His daily fare as delicate. Alas.! 
He picks clean teeth, and, bofy aa he (eemt 
With an old tavern quill, is hungry yet ! 
The rout is folly's circle, which fhe draws 
With magic wand. So potent is the ^U, 
That none, decoy 'd into that fatal ring, 
Unlefs by heaven's peculiar grace, efcape. 
There we grow early gray, but never wife ; 
There form connexions, but acquire no friend 
Solicit pleafure, hopeli6 of Accefs ; 
Wade youth in occupations only fit 
For fecond childhood, and devote old 9ge 
To fports which only childhood could excnfe. 
There they are happieft who diiTemble bcft 
Their weartnefs ? and they the mod polite 
Who fquander time and treafure with a fmile. 



}0t n. THE TIME-PIECE. 6l 

"hough at their own dtftruAlon. She, that a(ks 

ier dear five hundred friends, contemns them all, 

bd hates their coming. They (what can they lefs?) 

(lake jnft reprifals; and, with cringe and fhrug, 

^nd bow ob&quioos, hide their hate of her. 

!^ll catch the frenzy, downward from her grace» 

ii^hofe flambeaux flaih agabft the morning fkiesy 

/^Dd gild our chamber ceilings as they pafs9 

Fo her who, firugal only that her thrift 

Uay feed excefles ihe can ill aflFord, 

b hackney'd home unlacqueyM; who, in hafte 

/Ujghting, tuins the key in her own door, 

And, at the watchman's lantern borrowing light. 

Bods a cold bed her only comfort left. 

IViyes beggar hafbands, hufbands flarre their wives. 

On fortune^s velvet altar ofPring up 

rheir lad poor pittance— fortune, mofl fevere 

Of goddefles yet known, and coftlier far 

Fhan all that held their routs in Juno's heav'n.-— • 

So iuc we in this prifon-houfe the world. 

f^nd 'tis a fearful fpe£hiele to fee 

3o many maniacs dancing in their chains. 

Fhcy gaze upon the links that hold them BA 

With eyes of angui(h, execrate their lot, 

rhen (hake them in defpair, and dance again ! 

VOL. II. 6 
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Now bafket up the family of plagues 
That wade our yitals; peculation, fale 
Of honour, perjury, corruption, frauds 
By forgery, by fubterfiige of Uw, 
By tricks and lies as numerous and as keen 
As the neceffities their authors feel ; 
Then caft them, clofely bundled, ev^ry brat 
At the right door. ProfuSon is the fire. 
Profufion unreftrainM, with all that's bafe 
> In charaAer, has litter'd all the land. 
And bred, within the memory of no few, 
A piiefUiood fuch as Baal's was of old, 
A people fuch as never was till now. 
It is a hungry vice : — it eats up all 
That gives fociety its beauty, fh-eogtli. 
Convenience, and fecurity, and ufe: 
Makes men mere vermin, worthy to be trappy 
And gibbeted as fail as catchpole claws 
Can (eize the (lipp'ry pray: unties the knot 
Of union, and converts the &cred band 
That holds mankind together to a fcourge. 
Profufion, deluging a date with luds 
Of groffeft nature and of word effeds. 
Prepares it for its ruin : hardens, bliods. 
And warps, the confciences of public men» 
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they can laugh at virtue ; mock the fools 
That trud them ; and, in th' end, difclofe a faoe 
That would hare fhockM credulity hcrfelf, 
JDmafk^dy vouchfafing this their fole excufe — 
Since all alike are felfifhy why not they ? 
rhis does profufion, and th^ accurfed caufc 
3ffuch deep mifchief has itfelf a caule. 

In colleges and halls^ in ancient days, 
i^hen learning, virtue, piety, and truth, 
^ere precious, and inculcated with care, 
rhere dwelt a fage calPd Difcipline. His heai, 
^ot yet by time completely filver'd o'er, 
^K>ke him pafl the bounds of freakifh youth, 
ht ftrong for fervice dill, and unimpaired. 
& eye Was meek and gentle, and a fmile 
%iy'd 00 his lips ; and in his fpeech was heard 
Vernal fweetnefs, dignity, and love, 
rhe occupation deareft to his heart 
^as to encourage goodnefs. He would ftroke 
[W head of modeft and ingenuous worth, 
iliat blufh'd at its own praife ; and prefs the youth 
3ofe to his fide that pleas'd him. Learning grew, 
leoeath his care, a thriving vigVous p^ant; 
%e mind was well informed, the pafHons held 
Qbordinate^ and diligence was choice. 

C 2 
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If e'er it chancM, as foraetiraes chance it mofty 
That one among fo many overleap'd 
The limits of controul, his gentle eye 
Grew (lerny and darted a fevere rebuke : 
His frown was fiili of terror, and his voice 
Shook the delinquent with fuch fits of awe 
As left him not, till penitence had won 
Lofl favour back again, and dos'd the breach. 
But Difciplinei a ^thful fervant longt 
Declin'd at length into the vale of years : 
A palfy ftruck his arm; his fparklingeye 
Was quenchM in rheums of age ; his voice^ unfll 
Grew tremulous, and mov'd derifion more 
Than rev'rence in perverfe rebellious youth. 
So colleges and halls neglected much 
Their good old friend ; and Difcipline at lengthy 
O'erlook'd and unemployed, fell fick and died. 
Then fludy languifh'd, emulation flept. 
And virtue fled. The fchools became a fcene 
Of folcmn farce, where Ignorance in fliltSt 
His cap well lin'd with logic not his own, 
With parrot tongue performM the fcholar's part, 
Proceeding foon a graduated dunce. 
Then compronn{<i liad place, and fcnitiny 
Became ilone-blind ; precedence went in truck, 
And he was competent whofe purfe was fo. 
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A difTolution of all bonds enfued ; 

The curbsy invented for the mulifh mouth 

Of head-flrong youth, were broken ; bars and bohs 

Grew rufty by difufe ; and maiTy gates 

Forgot their office, opening with a touch ; 

Till gOWns at length are found mere mafquerade> 

The taiTelM cap and the fpruce band a jefl, 

A mock'ry of the world ! What need of thefc 

For gamefters, jockeys, brothellers impure. 

Spendthrifts, and booted fportfmen, oft'ner feen 

With belted waift and pointers at their heels 

Than in the bounds of duty ? What was learn'd, 

If aoght was leamM in childhood, is forgot ; 

And fuch expence as pinches parents blue. 

And mortifies the lib'ral hand of love. 

Is fquanderfd in purfuit of idle fports 

And vicious pieafures ; buys the boy a name. 

That fits a (ligma on his father's houfe, 

And cleaves through life infeparably clofe 

To him that wears it. What can after-games 

Of riper joys, and commerce with the world, 

The lewd vain world, that mud receive him foon, 

Add to fuch erudition, thus acquir'd, 

Where fcieoce and where virtue are profefs'd i 

They may confirm his habits, rivet fait 

His folly^ but to ipoil him is a talk 

<^3 
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That bids defiance to th' united pow'rs 
Of raHiion, diffipatioRi taverns* (lews. 
Now, blame we mod the nurflings or the nurfe ? 
The children, crook'd> and twilled, and deform'dy 
Through want of care ; or her, whofe winkiog eye 
And flumb'ring ofcitancy mars the brood ? 
The nurfe no doubt. Regardlefs of her chargCi 
She needs hcrfclf corre^ion ; needs to learn. 
That it is dang'rous (porting with the world, , 
With things fo facred as a nation's tnift, 
The nurture of her youth, her deareft pledge. 

All are not fuch. I had a brother once — 
Peace to the niem'ry of a man of worth, 
A man of letters, and of manners too ! 
Of manners fweet as virtue always wears, 
When gay good-nature dreiTes her in fmxles. 
He grac'd a college*, in which order yet 
Was facred; and was houourM, lovM, and wept, 
By more than one, themfelves conipicuous there. 
Some minds are temperM happily, and mixM 
With fuch ingredients of good fenfe and taftc 
Of what is excellent in man, they thirft 
With fuch a zeal to be what they approve, 

* Ben'et Coll. Cambridge 
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l)2t no redraints cao circumfcribe them more 

ban they theinfelves by choice, for wifdom's fake ; 

or can example hurt them : what tliey fee 

F fice in others but enhancing more 

le charms of virtue in their jufl eiteem. 

fach efcape contagion, and emerge 

re from fo fbul a pool, to Hiine abroad, 

id give the world their talents and themfelves^ 

all thanks to thofe whofe negligence or floth 

pos'd their inexperience to the fnare* 

d left them to ad undirt^ed choice. 

tee, then, the quiver broken and decay 'd, 
which are kept our arrows ! Rufting there 
wild difbrder, and unfit for ufe, 
lat wonder if, difcliarg'd into the world* 
sy {iuune their (hooters with a random flight, 
sir points obtufe, and feathers drunk with wine ! 
U may the chiirch wage unfuccefsful war, 
th fiich artill'ry arm'd. Vice parries wide 
' undrcaded volley with a fword of draw, 
xl (lands an impudent and fearlefs mark. 

■lave we not track'd the felon home, and found 
; birth-place and his dam ? The country mourns—* 
urns, bccaufe ev'ry plague that can infeft 
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Societal >nd that Taps and worms the bafe 
Of th* edifice that policy has rait'd, 
Swarmi in all qoaiters; meets the eye, the ear, 
And fuSbcatu the breath at er'ry turn. 
ProfuCon breeds them; and the canfe itfelf 
Of that calamitous mifchicf has been found : 
Found, too, where inofl oSenllre, in the llcirts 
Of the robM pedagogue 1 Elfe, let th* arraign'd 
Stand up anconfcious, and refiite the charge. 
So when the Jewifh leadcT ftretch'd his arm. 
And way'd his rod divine, 3 race obfcene, 
Spawo'd.in the muddy beds of Nile, came forth. 
Polluting Egypt: gardens, fields, and plains. 
Were corer'd with the peK; the ftreeu were fill'df 
The croaking nuifancc luik'd in or'ry nook ; 
Nor palaces, nor even chanJbers, 'fcap'd; 
And the land Itaok— fo num'roas wat the 6j, 
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ARGUMENT OF THE THIRD BO 

Self 'recoUeSlon, and reproof, -^Addrefs to don 
neft.-^Some account of my/elf'-^The van 
of their purfuUs who are reputed wi/^.— ^ 
cf my cenJurer^^^Dhine illumination nee 
mofi enpert philofopher, — The quefHon, IVt 
anfwered by other qu^ions,'^Domefiic hi 
dreffed agiun.'-^Few lovers of the country. 
harc'-^Occupationr of a retired gentleman 
Jeu.'^^Pruning. — Frammg, — Greenhouje.- 
fiontfeT'feeds.'^The country preferable io tl 
in the winSer.'^Reafons why it it dejerted 
fon.'^^Riunoue effeQs of gaming and of et 
provement.''-^Boot concludes with an afofi 
metropolis^ 
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. viihOf long 10 thickets and in brakes 

dy winds now this way and now that 

ous courfe uncertain, fbeking home ; 

Dg long in rairy ways been foil'd 

: difcomfited, from flough to ilough 

» and half-defpairing of ^icape ; 

: at length he find a green-fward imooth 

ifal to the foot, his fpirits rife^ 

ips brifk his ear-ere^ng fleed» 

ds bis way with pleafure and with eale ; 

igning other themes, and call'd 

the SOFA with eulogium dae» 

. jpumbersy and to paint its dreams 
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Have rambled wide. In country, city, feat 
Of academic fame (howe'cr dcferv'd). 
Long held, and fcarcely difengag'd at lafl. 
But now, with pleafant pace, a cleanlier road 
I mean to tread. 1 feel myfelf at large. 
Courageous and refreih'd for future toil* 
If toil await me^ or if dangers new. 

Since pulpits fail, and founding boards refie£& 
Mod part an empty ineffedtual found,' 
What' chance that I, to fame fo little known, 
Kor converfant with men or manners much» 
Shoidd fpeak to purpofe, or with better hope 
Crack the fatiric thong ? 'Twere wifcr far 
For me enamoured of fcquefter'd fcencs. 
And charm'd with rural beauty, to repofe. 
Where chance may throw me, beneath elm or viil 
My languid limb?, when fummer fears the plains ^ 
Or, when rou^h V^mter ra^es, on the foft 
And fhelter'd Sofa, while the nitrous air 
Feeds a blue fhutie, and makes a cheerful heartb| 
There, undifturb'd by folly, and apprized 
How great the danger of difturbing her, 
To roufe in filcnce, or at lead confine 
Remarks that gall fp many, to the few 
My partners in retreat. ^| Difguft conceal'cl 
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; oft-times prodf of wi(<iom, when the fault 
: obftinatey and cure beyond our reach. 

Domeftic hafipinefs, thdii only blifs 
»f Paradife that bas furtivM the fall! 
hough few now tafte thee unimpaii-M atid pUr^i 
'r, tiding, long enjoy thee ; too infirm^ 
k too iilcautioi|s, to preferVe thy fweets 
^nmixM with drops of bitter, which neglect 
h temper (hedS into thy cryftal cup. 
l)ou art the nurfe of virtue-^in thine arms 
he fmiles, appeariftg» as in truth (he is, 
leav'n-bomy and deflin'd to the fkies again* 
^oa art not known where pleafure is adorMy 
%at reeling goddefs with the zonelefs waift 
iad wand'ring eyes, dill leaning on the arm 
ITboreltjy her fickle frail fupport ; 
W thou art meek and condant, hating changtfi 
isd findings in the calm of truth-tried love, 
lys that her flormy raptures never yield. 
oiiaking thee, what Hiipwreck have we made 
)f honour, dignity, and fair renown 1 
A proAitution elbows us afide 
I all our crowded (Ireets; and fenates feem 
SoifcoM for purpofes of empire lefs 
\ui to releafe th' adultrefs firom her bond. 
vol, a H 
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Th' sdultreri! what a theme for angry mfk 
What prorocation to th' indigoaDt heart 
That fecit for injur*!! love! but I difdain 
The Daufeoui talk to paint lier ai (he U| 
Cruel) abandon'df glerying in her thimt. 
No :—itt her pafs, and, chariotted along 
In guilty fpleodor, (hake the public ways ; 
Tiie frequency of crimes has waih'd them wl 
And Tcrfc of mine (ha)l never brand the wre 
Whom matrons nowt of charafler unfmitch'i 
And chafle themfelvcs, art not a(ham*d to ( 

' Virtue and vice had bound'riei in old time. 
Not to be pa(s'd : and Ihe, that had renount 
Her fex'i honour, wii renonnc'd herfelF 
By all that priz'd it) not for prud'ry's Take, 

. But dignity's, refentful of the wrong. 
'Twas hard, perhaps, on here and there a » 

^ DeErous to return) and not receivM ; 
Put was an wboleTome rigour in the main. 
And taught th^ unbleraiih'd to prcferve with 
That purity, whofe lofs was lofs of all. 
Men, too, were nice in honour in thofe dayi 
And judg'd offenders well. And he that (i 
And pocketed a prize by fraud obtain'd. 
Was mark'd and Ihunn'd as odious. He ti 
Jiij cooBtT^, or WW flack whca Ihe re^uir'd 
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lis eVry nerve in 9^on and at ftretcb» 
'aid, with tlie blood that he had bafely fpar'd* 
"he price of his de&ult. Bat now-^-<-yes> now 
Ve are become fo candid and fo fair^ 

lib'ral in conftruAion, and fo rich 

n Chriflian charity, (a good-naturM age !) - 

liat they are AtFe, finners of either fex, 

ranfgrefs what laws they may. Well drefiM, well bred, 

iTell equipag'dy is ticket good enough 

1*0 pafs us readily through ev'ry door« 

lypocrify, detefl her as we may. 

And no mac's hatred ever wrong'd her yet) 

lay claim this merit (lill-— that fhe admits 

'he worth of what (he mimics with fuch care* 

lod thuB gives virtue indircA applaufe ; 

ot (he has burnt her maik, not needed here, 

Hiere vice has fuch allowance, that her (hifts 

od /pecioQs femblances have loft their ufe. 

1 was a ftricken deer, that left the herd 

»ng (ince ; with many an arrow deep infixed* 
f panting (ide was charg'd^ when I withdrew 
feck a tranquil death in diftant (hades, 
ere was I found by one who had himfclf 
;n hurt by th' archers. In his (ide he bore^ 
i in his bands and feet* the cruel fears. 

H 2 
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With gentle force foliciting the darts* 
He drew them forth> and h^l'd, and bade (pe 
Since then» with few aiTociates, in remote 
And filent woods I wander, far from thofe 
My former partners of the peopled fcene ; 
With few ^dTociateSy and not wilhing more. 
Here much I ruminate, as much I may. 
With other views of men and manners now 
Than once* and others of a life to com^. 
I fee that all are wandVers, gone aftray 
Each in his own delufions; they are loft 
In chace of fancied happinefs, ftill woo'd 
And never won. Dream after dream enfues; 
And (till they dream that they fhall ftill fucceed 
And Hill are difappqinted. Rings the world 
With the vain ftir. I fum up half mankind. 
And add two-thirds of the remaining half. 
And find the total of their hopes and fears 
Dreams, empty dreams. The million flit as gi 
As if created only like the fly, 
That fpr^ads his motljcy wings in th* eye of noc 
To fport their feafon, and be ieen no more. 
The reft are fober dreamers, grave and wife. 
And pregnant with difcov'ries new and rare. 
Some write a narrative of wars, and feats 
Of heroes little known ; and call the rant 
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hiftory: defcribe the man, of whom 

own CoeiraJs took but littlfs 90te; 

I paint his peribsy chfu'dd^r^ «nd TieMfSi 

liey btd known htni from hi« mother's womb* 

Y difentangle (torn the puzzled flcein^ 

fhich obfeurity has wrapped them upy 

threads of jpolitic and (hrewd d^figQj 

t raa through aU his puq>ores» jsnd cbarga 

mind with meanings that he neyer kad« 

having* kept cooceal'd. Some drill w4 Ibore 

folid earth, and from the ftrata there 

ad a regiAer, by which we leara, 

; he who made it* and reyealM its date 

tfofesy was miAaken io its age. 

;, more acute, and more indnftrifl^S fl^i# 

riye creattoo; trarel nature pp 

be fharp peak of her (ubiiftiefi height, 

tell us whence the ftars ; why ibme aire ^c'd^ 

planetary feme; what gave th^m ^rfk 

tion, from what fountain i9ow'd their light. 

t conteft follows, and much learned daSt 

ves the combatants ; each claiming truth, 

truth difclaiming both. And thus they ipead 

little wick of life's poor (hallow larof^ 

lying tricks with nature, giving laws 

iflaoC worlds, and trifting in their own* 

^3 



Is't not a pity now, that tickling rhei 

Should ever tcafe the luags and blear 

Df oracles like diefeJ Great pity too, 

That, baviag wielded th' demeDti, a 

A. thoufand fyftenii, each in his owo 

They fliDuId go out b fume, and be I 

Ah ! what is life thus fpcnt i and wh: 

But frantic who thus fpend it? all for 

Eternity for bubble*, prores at lad 

A fenfelels bargain. When I fee foe 

I phy'd by the creatures of a Pow'r wl 

I That be will judge the earth, and call 

I To a fhaip reck'ning Out hu lir'd in 

. And when I weigh this feeming wifdi 

I And prove it in th' infallible refult 

1 So hollow and fo falfe — I feel my faea 

( Diffolve in pity, and account the lean 

j If this be Inmlog, moll of all deceiT'i 

Great crimes alarm the coofcience, fau 

While thoughtful man is plaullbly amu 

Defend me, therefore, commou lenfe, 

From re?eTiei fo airy, from the toil 

Of dropping buckets into empty wells, 

And growing old in drawing nothing t 

/Twcre well, fays oqc fa^e erudite, 
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ly arch'd and acquiline his oofe, 

>ver-btttlt with moik impending browsy 

e weilt could you permit the world to live 

! world pleafes. What's the world to you ?— 

I wa9 born of woman, and drew milk, 
eet as charity, from human brea(b. 
Ly articulate, I laugh and weep, 
xercife all functions of a man^ 
:hen (hoold I apd any man that lives 
mgers to each other ? Pierce my vein, 
>f the crimfon ilream meand'ring there, 
atechife it well ; apply your glafs, 
. it, and prove now if it be not blood 
nial with thine own : and, if it be, 
edge of fubtlety can(l thou (uppofe 
snough, wife and (kilful as thou art, 
t the link of brotherhood^ by which 
smmon Maker bound me to the kind ? 
I am no proficient, I cpnfefs, 
like yours. I cannot call the fwift 
erilous lightnings from the angry clouds, 
id tnem hide theipfelves in^ earth beneath ; 
ot analyfe the air, qor catch 
irallax of yonder luminous point, 
bems half quench'd in the immenfe abyfs • 
ow^r^ I boaft not — neither can I relt 



^ 
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A filcnt wltnefs of the headlong rsge 
Or heedlefs folly by which thoufands die. 
Bone of my bone, and kindred fouls to mine. 

God never meant that man fhou'd fcaJe the h< 
By Hrides of human wifdom. In hii works^ 
Though wond'rous, he commands us in his wor 
To feck ffim rather, where his mercy fhines. 
The mind, indeed, enlighten'd from above. 
Views him in all ; afcribes to the gfand caofe 
The f,rand efFeft ; acknowledges with joy 
Hi:, manner, and with rapture tafles his Ayle. 
]'ut never yet did philofophic tube, 
TliHt brings the planets home into the e^'c 
Of obfcrvation, and difcovers, elfe 
Not vifible, his family of worlds, 
Difcovcr him that rule^ them; fuch a veil 
I Ln;^3 over mortal eyes, blind from the birth, 
y\nd dark in things divine. Full often, too. 
Out wayward intellcdl, the more we learn 
Of nature, overlooks her author more ; 
From inftrumental caufes proud to draw 
Conclufions retrograde, and mad miftake. 
]5ut if his \yord once teach us, fhoot a ray 
Through all the heart's dark chambers, and r< 
'ruths uodifcernM, but by that holy light , 
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hen all is plain. Phtlofoph yj, ba^tiz'd 

I the pure fountain of ett rnal love, 

(as. eyes indeed ^ and viewingali fEe fees ' 

lS meant to indidcate a God lo man, 

rives Him his praife, and forfeits not her own. 

earning has born fuch fruit in pther days 

la all her branches: piety has found 

riends in the friends of fcience, and true pray'r 

las flowM from lips wet witli Caflalian dews. 

uch was thy wifdom, Newton, childlike fage 1 

agacious reader of the works of God, 

kod in his word fagacious. Such too thine, 

(ilton, whofe genius h^d angelic wiqgs, 

ixid fed on manna! And fjch thine, in whom 

Kir Britifh Themis gloried with juft caufe, 

mmortal Hale ! for deep difcernment praisM^ 

Lnd found integrity, not more than fam^d 

'or fandtity of manners undefiPd. 

All fle{h is grafs, and all its glory fades 
iike the fair flow'r difheyeil'd in the wind ; 
Uches haye wings, and grandeur is a dream; 
fhe man we celebrate niuft find a tomb, 
bd we thut worlhip him, ignoble giaves. 
toing is proof againrt the genVal curfe 
)f vanity, that feizcs all below^ 



The only amaranthine flower on carif 

Is virtue; th" only lading treafure, in 

I Eul what is tniih ? 'twas Pilate's quel 

To Triilh itrelf, that deign 'd him no 

\Ar\A vvhfrcfore? will not God impart 

,'Totliem that aflc it ?— Freely— 'tis hi 

His glorj, and his nature, to impart. 

But to the proud, uncandid, InlinceFc 

Or ncglijept, inquirer, not a fpark. 

I What's Liat which brings contempt u[ 

I And him who writes it ; tho' the ftyli 

\ The method clear, and argument ok» 

,' That mates a miniOer in holy things 

' The joy of many, and the dread of i 

( a theme for pratfe and for r 

' That, while it gives us wnrth in God'i 

' Depreciaies and undoes us in our own 

What pearl is it that rich men cannot 

That learning is too proud to gatlier u 

But whic'i the poor, and the dcfpis'd 

Seek and obtain, and often find unfouj 

Tell me— and I will tell thee what is 



O, friendly to the bed purfuits of i 
sndly to thought, to virtue, and to 
peliic life io rural leifure pafs'd 1 
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:w know thy value, and few tade thy fweets ; 

lough many boafl thy favours, and affecfl 

> underftand and choofe thee for their own. 

It foolifh man foVegoes his proper blifs, 

r'n aS his firf^ progenitor, and quits, 

bough placM in paradife, (for earth has dill 

ime traces of her youthful beauty left) 

Mantial happinefs for tranflent joy. 

«nes form'd for contemplation, and to nurie 

be growing feeds of wifdom ; that fuggeit, 

f ev'ry pleafing image they prefent, 

rfledions fuch as meliorate the heart, 

)mpofe the pafiions, and exalt the mind ; 

enes fuch as thefe 'tis his fupreme delight 

) fill with riot, and defile with blood. 

lould fbme contagion, kind to the poor brutes 

e perfecute, anniliilate tbe tribes 

hat draw the fportfman over hill and dale^ 

larlefs, and rapt away from all his cares; 

lould never game-fowl hatch her eggs again^ 

(r baited hook deceive the fiHi's eye ; 

)ald pageantry and dance, and feaft and fong, 

: q[ae]l'd in all our fummer-months' retreat ; 

ov many felf-deluded nymphs and fwains, 

Ix) dream they have a tafle for fields and groves, 

'ouU find them hideous nurs'rics o^ iht (^^X^^tl^ 



And crowd the roads, impatient for ihe town! 
They love the country, and none clfe, who fee 
For their tiwn fake its filence and Its /hade. 
Delight! which who would leave, ihat has a he 
Sufccptible of pity, or a mind 
Cultur'd and capable of fober thought. 
For aJI the favage din of the iwift pack. 
And clamours of the field '— Detefted fport, 
That owes its jiUafutes to another's pain ; 
That feeds upon the fobs and dying Ihrieks 
Of harmlefs nature, dumb, but yet eodu'd 
With eIo<)uence, that agonies infpire. 
Of lilent tears ar.d heart-diftending Gghs i 
Vain tearsi alas! and ftghs, that never find 
A corrcfponding tone in jovial fouls I 
Well— one at leaft is fafe. One fhelter'd hare 
Has never heard the fan^uinary yell 
Of cruel man, exulting in her woes. 
Innocent p:irtner of my peaceful home, 
Whom ten long years' experience of tny care 
Has made at laft familiar j (he has loft 
Much of her vigilant inftinilive dread. 
Not needful here, beneath a roof like mint. 
Yes — tiio» may'ft eat thy bread, and iick the h 
That feeds thee; thou may 'ft frolic on the flo<» 
At eveoiiig, and at night retire fecure 
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(traw couchy and flumber unalarm'd ; 
ive gaio'd thy confidence, have pledged 
is human in rae to prote^ 
nflifpe^tiog gratitude and love, 
rive thee I will dig thy grave ; 
hen I place thee in it, (ighing fay, 
at leaft one hare that Jiacl a friend. 

« 
various his employments, whom the world 
e; and who jadly, in return, 
that bufy world an idler too ! 
books, a garden, and perhaps his pen, 
ul induftry enjoy'd at home, 
:ure in her cultivated trim 
to his tafte, inviting him abroad— 
want occupation who has thefe ? 
be idle who has much t' enjoy ? 
refore, (ludious of laborious eafe, 
hful ; happy to deceive the time, 
te it ; and aware that human life 
loan to be repaid with ufe, 
le (hall call his debtors to account 
hom are all our bleffitigs ; bus'nefs finds 
re : while fedulous I feck t* improve, 
neglect not, or leave unemployed, 
id he gave me; driving it, thougVv (^^Ok 
r/. I 
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Too oft, and much impeded in its work 

By caufes not to be divulg'd io vain, 

To its juft point — the fervice of niankiod. 
1 He that attends to his interior Telf, ' 

• That has a heart, and keeps it; has .a mind 
.' That hungers, and fupplies it ; and who leeks 
: A focial, not a diifipated life. 

Has buGnefs : feels himfelf engag'd t^ atchieve 

No unimpoitant, though a filent, tafk. 
' A life all turbulence and noife, may feem, ' 

To him that leads it, wife, and to be prait'd $ 

But v/ifdom is a pearl witli mod fuccefs 
. Sought in iliil water, and beneath clear fkies. 

?Ic that is ever occupied in Ilormsy 

Or dives not for it, or brings up inftead. 

Vainly indudrious, a difgraceful piize. 

The morning finds the felf-fequefter*d maa 
Freih for his talk, intend what tafk he may. 
Whether inclement feafons recommend 
His warm but Hmple home, where he enjoys, 
With her who fhares his pieafures and his heart. 
Sweet converfc, iipping calm the fragrant lymph 
Which neatly fhe prepares ; then to his book* 
Well I ho fen, and not fullenly perus'd 
In /diiih jGleLce^ but imparted oft 
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As au^t occurs that (he may fmile to hear, 

Or tura to nounfhment^ dig^dtd well. 

Or, if the garden with its many cares, 

All well repaid, demand him, he attends 

The welcome call, confcious how much the hand 

Of lubbard labour needs his watchful eye, 

Oft loit'ring lazily, if not o'erfeen, 

Or mifqiplying his unfkilfiil (Irength. 

Nor does he govern only or direA, 

But much performs himfelf. No works indeed 

That aik rotnid tough (inews, bred to toil, 

Servile employ ; but fixch as may amufe. 

Not tire, demanding rather (kill than force. 

Froad of his welUfpread walls, he views his trees 

That meet (no barren interval between) 

With pleafure more thai^ev'n their fruits afford, 

i Which, fave himfelf who trains them, none can feel : 

jTbefe, therefore, are his own peculiar charge ; 

I No meaner hand may difcipline the (hoots, 

me but his fteel approach them. What is weak, 
|I)i(lemper*d, or has loft prolific powVs, 
urM by age, his unrelenting hand 
>ms to the knife : nor does he fpare the foft 
fucculent, that feeds its giant growth, 
barren, at th' expence of neighbVing twigs 
ofientatious, and yet (ludded thic\!L 
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With hopeful gems. The red, no portion k& ,^b* 
'^I'hat may difgrace his art, or diiappoint 
Large expe^ation, he difpofes neat 
At meafurM diilancesy that air and fun. 
Admitted freely, may afford their aid. 
And ventilate and warm the fwelling buds. 
Hence fummer has her riches» autumn hence. 
And hence eVn winter fills his witherM hand 
With blufliing fruits, and plenty, not his own*. 
Fair recompenfe of labour well beftow^d^ 
A nd wife precaution ; which a clime (6 rude 
Makes needful Aill, whofe fpring is but the child 
Of churlifh winter, in her froward mopds 
Difcovering much the temper of her fire* 
For oft, as if in her the dream of mild 
Maternal nature had reverse its courfe. 
She brings her infants forth with many fmiles; 
But, once deliverM, kills them with a frowi. 
He, therefore, timely warned, himfelf fupplies 
H^r want of care, fcreening and keeping warm 
I'he plenteous bloom, that no rough blaft may fweq 
His garlands from the boughs. Again, as oft 
As the fun peeps and vernal airs breathe mild, 

* Miraturquc noves fruiSlus et nm fut poma. Viifi 
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Fhe fence ^thdrawn, he gives them ev'ry beam, 
ind fynaA% his hopes before the blaze of day. 

To ni(e the prickly and green-coated gourd, 
So grateful to the palate, and when rare 
So coveted, tHk bale and difefteem'd— 
Food for the vulgar merely — ^is ao art 
rhat toiling ages have but juft matur'd, 
f^nd at this moment nnaiiay'd in fong. 
ITet gnats have had, and frogs and mice, long flnce, 
Fheir enlogy; thofe fang the Mantuan bard, 
fllnd theie the Grecian, in ennobling drains; 
\nd in thy numbers, Philips, (hines for aye 
lie folitary (hilling. Pardon, then, 

e iage difpenfers of poetic fame, 

h' ambition of one, meaner far, wliofe powVs, 

eiuming an attempt not lefs fublimc. 

It for the praife of dreffing to the tade 
critic appetite, no fordid hrcy 
ucumber, while coftiy yet and fcarce. 

le ftable yields a (lercoraceous heap, 
tgnatcd with quick fermenting falts, 
>ot6nt to refill the freezing blaft : 
re the beech and elm have cafl their leaf 
lous, when now November datk 
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Check* vef;etat!oa in the toqiid plant 
Lxpos'd to his cold breath, the talk begios. 
Waiily, tlicrijforc, and with piudent heed, 
He feeks a faTour'd fpot ; that where bi boilda 
Th' agglomerated pile his frame may front 
The fun's meiidian diik, and at the back 
Enjoy clofe Ihcitcr, wall, or reeds, or hedge 
Imjiervious to the wind. Firlt he tads Ipread 
Dry fern or liutt'd hay, that may imbibe 
'I'h' afcending danips ; t}ien leifurely impofei 
And iightly, Hiaking it with agile hand 
Vrtitn tlie full foik, the faturated draw. 
Vhat longed binds the clofeA, forms fecure 
The Ihapely fide, that, as it rifes, lakes. 
By juA degrees, aa overhanging breadth, 
Slielt'rirg tbo bile with iis projefled eaves ; 
Th' uplifted frame, compact at cv'ry Joint, 
And overlaid with clear tranllucent glaft, 
He reitlcj next upon the Hoping mount, 
Whofe (liiirp declivity (hoois off fecure 
Trom tlic dafh'd pane the deluge as it falls. ■ 
He Ihms it clofe, and the firft labour ends, 
'i'hrice muft the voluble and refUels earth 
Spin round upon her ixle, ere the warmth, 
Mow gathering in the midAt throng the fquare p 
^Mbs'd, attiiin the fui&ce : wh$D, behold i 
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H petlilent and mod corrofiye fteam. 
Like a gcoSs fog Boeotian, rifiog faft^ 
Vnd faft condensed upon the dewy fsSh, 
ita egrefs ; which obcainM, the overcharged 
Ind drenchM confervatory breathes abroad > 
n volumes wheeling flow, the vapour dank ; 
Lnd, purified, rejoices to have loll: 
ts foul inhalMtant. But to aiTuage 
'h* impatient fervour whicl) it firil conceives 
Vithin its reeking bofom^ threatening death 
o his young hopes, requires difcreet delay. 
xperience, flow preceptrefs, teaching oft 
he way to glory by mifcarriage foui> 
[uft prompt him, and admonifh how to catch 
M* aufpicious moment, when the temperM heat, 
ricBdly to vital motion, may afford 
)ft fomentation, and invite tlie feed. . 
he feed, felefled wifely, plunip, and fmoothj 
nd gloffy, he commits to pots of (iate 
iminutive, well fill'd with well-preparM 
nd fruitful foil, that has be«n treafurM long, 
nd diank no raoidure from the dripping clouds: 
befe on the warm and genial earth, that hides 
be fmoking manure and o'erfprcads it all, 
e phces lightly, and, as time fubdues 
le rage of fermentation, plunges deep 
the foA jncdiumjf, till they flaad immttsTd. 
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Then rife the tender germs, upftarting quick. 

And (preading wide their ^ngy lobes ; at firft 

Pale, wan, and livid ; but afluming fbon. 

If fannM by balmy and nutritious air, 

StrainM through the friendly mats, a yivid green* 

Two leaves producM, two rough indented leaTesi 

Cautious he pinches from the fecond flallc 

A pimple, that portends a future fprout. 

And interdicts its growth. Thence (Irait fucceed 

The branches, fhirdy to his utmoft wifli ; 

Prolific all, and harbingers of more. 

The crowded roots demand enlargement novy . 

And tranfplantation in an ampler fpace. 

IndulgM in what they wifh, they foon fupply 

Large foliage, overfhadowing golden flowVs, 

Blown on the fumroit of th' apparent firuit. ' 

Thcfe have their fexes ! and, when fummer fiiiiie% 

The bee tranfports the fertilizing meal \ 

From flowV to flow'r, and ev^n the breathing air [ 

Wafts the rich prize to its appointed ufe. ' 

No* fo when winter fcowls. Affiftant art 

Then adls in nature's ofRce, brings to pafs 

The glad efpoufals, and enfures the crop. 



¥ 



Grudge not, ye rich, ((ince luxury mud have 
dainties, and the world's more numVous half 
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cODtriviog delicates for you) 

ot the cod.. Ye little know the cares, 

ificCy the labour^ and the (kill, 

and night are exercisM, and hang 

: ticklifli balance of fufpenfe, 

pay garnifh your profafe regales 

nier fruits brought forth by wintry funs. 

and dangers lie in wait to thwart 

:fs. Heat and cold> and wind, and fleam, 

knd droughty mice, worms, and fwarming fiies, 

f diitkf and numberlefs, oft work 

ipoiatment, that admits no cure, 

:h no care can obviate. It were long, 

I to tell th* expedients and the (hifts 

that fights a feafon fo fevere 
.dnle he guards his tender trufl ; 
It lad, in vaio. The leatn'd and wife 
70uld exclaim, and judge the fong 
s theme, and, like its theme, the fruit 
ich labour, worthlefs when producM. ' 

ves a garden loves a green-hoa(e too. 
lus of a lefs propitious clime, 
oms exotic beauty, warm and fnug, 
winds whidle and the fnows defcend, 
myrtle with unwith'ring le^ 
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Shines there an<] flourifhes. The goldcD bu 
Of Portugal and wenen) Indii there, 
The ruddier orange, and the paler liroCr 
Peep through their polifh'd foliage at the flon 
And -feem to fmiie at what they need not fear 
Th' amomum there with intermiDgling flow'rt 
And cherries hangs their twigs. Geranium I: 
Her crimfon honours, and the fpangled beau, 
Ficoides, glitters bright the winter long. 
All plants, of ev'ry leaf, that can endure 
The winter's frown, if fcreen'd from his (hreu 
Live there, and profper. Thofe Aufonia alai 
Levantine regions thde ; th' Azores feud 
Their jeflamine, her jalTamine remote 
CaflVaia: foreigners ham many lands, 
They form one focial fhade, as if cooTcn'd 
By magic fummons of th' Orphean lyre. 
Yet ju(t arrangement, rarely brought to pais 
£ut by a. mailer's hand, difpoUng well 
The gay diverfities of leaf and flow'r. 
Mutt lend its aid t' illultrate all their charrm. 
And dtefs the regular yet various fcene. 
Plant behind plant afpiring, in the van 
The dwarfilh, in the rear retir'd, but ftitt 
Sublime above the reft, the llatelier ftand. 
So once were rang'd the Tons of ancient Rom 
A noble /how! while B.otci« «oii!cLt fti^ ; 
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To, while Gsmrick, as renown'd as he, 
bos of Albkm ; fearing each to lofe 
note of nature's mufic from his lips* 
covetous of Shakefpeare's beauty, feen 
'ry flaih of his ^r-beaming eye. 
afte alone and well-contriv'd difplay 
e to give the marihallM ranks the grace 
sir complete efifed. Much yet remains 
\gf ^nd many cares are yet behind, 
more laborious ; cares on which depend 
vigour, injured foon, not foon reflorM. 
oil mnfl be renew'd, which, often wafh'd, 
its treafure of faIu{>rious falts, 
lifappoints the roots ; the fleoder roots 
interwoven, where they meet the vafe, 
IVnooth be (horn away; the faplefs branch 
ly before the knife ; the withcr'd leaf 
3e detach'd, and where it ftrews the floor 
with a woman ^s neatnefs, breeding eife 
vion, and difleroinating death. 
arge but thefe kind offices, (and who 
1 fpare, that loves them, offices Hke thefe ?) 
they reward the toil. The fight is pleas'd, 
:ent regal'd, each odorif'rous leaf, 
opening bloflbm, freely breathes abroad 
ititude; and thanks him with its f\\^tU% 
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So manifold, nil ^leafing in theii 
All healthful) we th* employt of n 
RciKrated as the whed of time 
Rum round ; dill ending, and beg 
Not are thefe all. To deck tl)e II 
That, foftl; fweli'd and gaily drefs 
A flow'ry iflaad, firom the dark-gr 
Emerging, n;ull be deem'd a li^u 
To no mean haod, and allcs the toi 
Here alio grateful mixmre of well- 
And forted hues, (each gnring eac 
And by cotitntfted beauty fhining i 
Is needful. Strength may wield t! 
May turn the clod, and wheel the' 
But elegance, chief grace the gard« 
And moll attraflive, i$ the fair ref 
Of thought, the creature of a potifl 
Without it all is Gothic as tl)e Ice 
To which th' infipid citizen refort 
Near yonder heath; where indultr 
But proud of his unccuth ill-cliofer 
Has made a hcaT'n on earth; with 
Of cloferamm'd Hones hascharg'd 
And f^rjy laid the zodiac in the d 
He, therefore^ who would fee his 1 
Slij;hily, and in jafl order, ere he ; 
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)eds the trufted treafure of their feeds, 
a(b the future whole; that» when the fcene 
break into its preconceivM difplay, 
£or itfelf> and all as with one voice 
iring, may atteft his bright delign. 
v^Q then, difmiffing as perfbrmM 
leafant work, may he fuppofe it done, 
'elf-fupported flow'rs endure the wind 
ur'd, but expedl th^ upholding aid 
e finooth^fliaven prop, and neatly tied, 
vedded thns, like beauty to old age, 
it'reft iake, the liring to the dead, 
clothe the foil that feeds them, far diffused 
lowly creeping, modeft and yet fair, 
virtue, thriving moft where little feen : 
; more afjpiring, catch the neighbour (hrub 
clalping tendrils, and invefl his branch, 
inadom'd, with many a gay fedoon 
fragrant chaplet, recompenfing well 
hmgtb they borrow with the grace they lend; 
ate the rank fociety of weeds, 
ne, and ever greedy to exhaud 
npoverifh'd earth ; an over-bearing race^ 
like the muldtude made faction- mad, 
b good order, and degrade true worth. 

.. II. K 



Oh, blefl feclufioD from a jarring world. 
Which he, thus occupied, enjoys! Retreat 
Cannot indeed to guilty man reflore 
Loft innocence, or cancel follies pali ; 
But it has peace, and much fecures the mbd 
Fcom all alTaults of evil ; proving fiill 
A faithful barrier, not o'erleap'd with eafe 
By vicious cudom, raging uncontroll'd 
Abroad, and dclblatiog public liie. 
When fierce temptation, feconded within 
By traitor appetite, and arm'd with dans 
)|^TempfrM in hell, invades the throbbing brea 
To combat may be glorious, and fuccefs 
Periiaps may crown us j but to fly is iafe. 
Had I the choice of fublunary good. 
What could 1 wifh, that I poliefs not here ? 
Health, leifure, nieaos t' improre it, friendfhi 
No loofe or wanton, though a wand'ring, mu 
And conflant occupation without care. 
Thus blell, I draw a piaure of that blilsi 
Hopdefs, indeed, that diifipated minds, 
And profligate abufers a( a world 
Created fair fo much io vain for them. 
Should feek tlie guiltlefs joyt that 1 defcrlbct 
Allut'd by my report: but fure do lefs, 
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rhat fclf-condf mnM they muft r.egle«fl the prize, 
\nd what they will not'tafle mud yet approve. 
IVhat we admire we praife ; and, when we praife, 
Aidvance it into notice, that, its worth 
[Acknowledged, others may admire it too. 
[ therefore recommend, though at the rifk 
Of popular difguft, yet boldly ftill. 
The caufe of piety and facred truth, 
f^nd virtue, and thofe fcenes which God ordain'd 
Should beft fecure them and promote them mofl ; 
Scenes that I love, and with regret perceive 
Forfaken, ok* through folly not enjoy M. 
Pore is the nymph, though lib'ral of her fmiles, 
\xA chafte» though unconfin'd, whom I extol. 
4ot as the prince in Shufhan, when he call'd, 
^un-glorious of her charms, his Vafhti forth 
grace the full pavilion. His delign] 
as but to boaft his own peculiar good, 
^ch all might view with envy, none partake. 
charmer is not mine alone ; my fweets, 
I (he that fweetens all my bitters too, 
re, enchanting Nature, in whofe form 
lineaments divine I trace a hand 
errs not, and find rapture dill renewed, 
\ to all men — univerfal prize. 
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Strange that fo fair a creature (hould yet waat 
Admirers, and be deftioM to divide 
With meaner objedh ev'n the few (he finds! 
Stripped of her ornamentSy her leaves and flow'rsi 
She lofes ^11 her influence. Cities then 
Attract us, and negleded nature pinest 
Abandon'd as unworthy of our love. 
But are not wholefome airs, though un|>erfum^ 
By rofes ; and clear funs, though fcarcely felt ; 
And groves, if unharmonious, yet fecure 
From clamour, and whofe very Qlence charms ; 
To be preferr'd to fmoke, to the ecllpfe - 
Thai Metropolitan volcanoes make, 
Whofe Stygian throats breathe darknefs all day lo 
And to the ilir of commerce, driving flow, 
And thund'ring loud, with his ten thoufand wheel 
They would be, were not madnefs in the headf 
And folly in the heart ; were England now 
What England was; plain, hofpitable, kind, 
And undcbauchM. But we have bid farewell 
To all the virtues of thofe better days. 
And all their honed pleafures. Manfions once 
Knew their own mailers; and laborious hinds* 
Who had furviv'd the father, fcrv'd the fon. 
Now the legitimate and rightful lord 
Is but a tranficnt gueft, newly arrived, 
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. foon to be (upplanted. He that faw 
patrimonial timber caft its leaf, 
the laft fcantlingy and transfers the price 
otat (hrewd (harper, ere it buds again. 
tes are landfcapes, gazM upon a while, 
a adyertis'd, and auctioneered away, 
country (larves, and they that feed th' o'ercharg 'd 
farfeited lewd town with her fair dues, 
L juft judgment flrip and flarve themfclves. 
wings that waft our riches out of fight 
9/ on the gamefler's elbows; and th' alert 
nimble motion of thofe refllefs joints, 
; never tire, foon h^s them all away, 
"ovement too, the idol of the age, 
d with many a vi^^im. Lo, he comes I 
omnipotent magician. Brown, appears ! 
n- fells the venerable pile, th^ abode 
ur forefathers — a grave whifker'd race, 
taftelefs. Springs a palace in its (lead, 
in a didant fpot ; where, more expos'd^ 
ay enjoy th* advantage of the north, 
aguifh eafl, till time (hall have transform'd 
fe naked acres to a fhelt'ring grove, 
peaks, the lake in firont becomes a lawn ; 
ds vanifti, hills fubfide, and valleys rife } 
ftrearas, as if created for his ufe, 
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le the track of his dire^ing wand ; > 

ous or flraight, dow rapid^ and now flow* 
/ murm'ring foft, now roaring in cafcades— - 
'n as he bids ! Th' enraptur'd owner fniiles. 
is finifliMy and yet, finifliM as it feems, 
ill wants a grace, the lovelieit it could (hoWf 
mine to fatisfy th' enormous cod. 
)rainM to the lafl poor item of his wealthy 
ie fighs, departs, and leayes th^ accompItfhM plan 
That he has touchM, recouch'd, many a long day 
Laboured, and many a night purfuM in dreams* 
Jutl when it meets his hopes, and proves the heaf^a 
He wanted, for a wealthier to enjoy! 
And now perhaps the glorious hour is come. 
When, having no (lake left, no pledge t' endear 
Her intVefts, or that gives her facred caufe 
A moment^s operation on his love. 
He burns with mod intenfe and flagrant zeal 
To ferve his country. Miniderial grace 
Deals him out money from the public ched ; 
Or, if that mine be fliut, fome private purfe 
Supplies his need with an ufurious loan, 
To be refunded duly when his vote, 
Well managed, (hall have earned, its worthy price 
Oh innocent, comparM with arts like thefe, 
Prapcj and cockM pl(lol| and the'whiftling bal' 
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Scot through the traveller's temples ! He that iinds 
Ooe drop of Heaven's fweet mercy in his cup. 
Can dig} beg, rot, and perifli, well content. 
So he may wrap himfelf in honeft rags. 
At his lafl gafjp ; but could not for a world 
Fdb up his dirty and dependent bread 
from pools and ditdies of the commonwealth. 
Sordid and fick'ning at his own fuccefs. 

Ambition, avMce, penury incurrM 

iBjeodlefs riot, vanity, the lull 

[Of pleafure and variety, difpatch, 

As duly as the fwallows difappear, 

lie world of wandVing knights and fquircs to town. 

LoDdon ingulfs them all ! The fhark is there, 
the fhark's prey ; the fpendthrift, and the leecli 
t fucks him. There the fycophant, and he 
t with bare- headed and obfequious bows, 
a warm office, doomM to a cold jail 

Hid groat per diem^ if his patron frown. 

^ levee fwarms, as if, in golden pomp, 

^erc charafter'd on every ftatcfman's door, 

Battbb.*d and bankrupt fortunes mended 

*hcfe arc the charifis that fully and eclipfe 
*hc charms of nature. 'Tis the cruel gripe 
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That'lcan hard-haoded Poyerty inflidts 
The hope of better things, the chaoce to wioy 
The wKh to fhiDe, the thirft to be amused. 
That at the ibond of winter's hoary wiog 
Unpeople all our counties of fuch herds 
Of fluttering, loitering, cringing, begging, loofe 
And wanton vagrants, as make LoodoOi vaft 
And boundlefs as it is, a crowded coop. 

Oh thou, refort and mart of all the earthy 
Chequered with all complexions of mankind. 
And fpotted with all crimes; in whom I fee 
Much that I love^ and more that I admire, 
And all that I abhor; thou freckled fair. 
That pleafefl: and yet (hock^ft me, I can laugh 
And I can weep, can hope, and can defpond^ 
Peel wrath and pky, when I think oiv thee! 
Ten righteous would have favM a city once. 
And thou haft many righteous. — Well for thee-^ 
That fait preferves thee ; more corrupted elfe. 
And therefore more obnoxious, at this hour. 
Than Sodom in her day had pow'r to be, 
Por whom God heard his Abr'am plead io ?ais. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE FOURTH B0( 



IThe pqft comei in^'^^The news^paper is read,"^ 

coniemplated at a d'tJlancC'^Aidrefs to Win 

rural amufemfnts of a winter evening comj 

ihefafblumMe one».~^Addrefi ta evening,'^ 

Jludy»~^Fatt of fnotv in the evening^'^The 

— y^ poor famly^puu^^^-^Thi rural thiej 

loufes^^^The mu/titude of them cenfured.^ 

TMf^t daughter: nmbatfit ^aa^m^vthtA Jhe 

fimpTtciiy of country mannen almoft ioft,'^ 

the change, — Defertion of the country by \ 

NegleS of magiftrates.'^The militia pri 

fault, — TTse new recruit and his transfo 

Refle8ion on bodies corporate^ — The love oft 

natural to ally and never to he totally exting 
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THE WINTER EVENING. 



akk! 'tis the twanging horn o^er yonder bridge, 
At with its weaxifome but needful length 
bides the wintry flood, in which the mooa 
9 her unwrinkled face refleded bright ;— 
: comes, the herald of a noify world, 
th ipatterM boots, (farappM waift, and frozen locks ; 
vs (torn all nations lumyring at his back. 
26 to his charge, the clofe-packM load behind, 
; careleis what he brings, his one concern 

condud it to the deflinM inn ; 

d, having dropp'd th^ expeded bag, pafs on. 
whiftles as he goes, light-hearted wreteh^ 

1 and yet cheerful: mcflenger of grief 
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Perhaps to thoaraads, and of joy to Ion 
To him iadiff 'rent whether grief oi joj 
Hoofu in afhes, and the fall of Socks, 
SirthS) deaths, and nurriages, epiftin 
With tear^i that trickled down the writi 
Faft ai Ike periods from his fluent quill, 
Or chvg'd mth am'rous light of abfent 
Or nymphs reljmafive, equally afieft 
His horie and him, nnconfcbis of tfiei 
But oh th' important budget ! ulhcr'd in 
With fitcb heart-fbaking mufic, who car 
What are its tidings .' have our troops a' 
Or do they (Hll, as if with opium drugf 
Snore to the murmurs of th' Atlantic v 
Is India free? and does (he wear her pi 
And jeweird turban with a fmile of peai 
Or do we grind her dill ! The grind d< 
The popular harangue, the tart reply. 
The logic, and the wifdotn, and the wi 
And the Ibud laugh — I long to know th 
I bum U> fct th' imprifon'd wranglen fri 
And give them roice and ott'rance once 

Now flit the fire, and elofe the Ihutt* 
X>ct M the curtainSi wheel the fofa rou 
Aadf vrbUe the btdibling and Isud-bilBqg 
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*hrows up a (leamy column, and the cups» 

*hat cheer but not inebriate, wait on each, 

let us welcome peaceful evening in. 

fot iuch his evening, who with (hining face 

veati in the crowded theatre, and, fqueez'd 

ind borM with elbow- points through both his fides> 

iQt-fcolds the ranting a6tor on the (lage : 

for his, who patient flands till his feet throb» 

Lod his head thumps, to feed upon the breath 

f patriots, burftingwith heroic rage, 

t placemen, all tranquillity and fmiles. 

"bis folio of four pages, happy work ! 

^hich not ev'n critics criticife ; that holds 

iquiCtive attenuon, while I read, 

aft bound in chains of filence, which the fair, 

hough eloquent themfeWes, yet fear to break j 

rhat is it, but a map of bufy life, 

s £udliations, and its vaft concerns ? 

[ere runs the mountainous and craggy ridge 

hat tempts ambition. On the fummit fee 

he (eals of office glitter in his eyes ; 

It climbs, he pants, he grafps them. At his heejs^ 

lofe at hb heels, a demagogue afcends, 

nd with a dexterous jerk foon twi(b him down, 

■d wins them, but to lofe them in Iiis turn. 

iere rills of oily eloquence in foft 

TOL* II* L 
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Meuiden lubricate the courle they uke ; 
The modelt IpealLsr u aihvn'd aod grkv'd 
T' engrofs a momcnt't notice, aod yet bcgsi 
Eegi 3 propitious ear for his poor thoughts) 
However trivial all that he conceives, 
Sw«t bajhfiilncfE I it claituG at lead this pr. 
The dearth of infbrnutioD and good fenf* 
That it foretells uti always comas to pafs, 
Cat'raAs of declamatioD thunder here ; 
There forefts of do meaning fpread the pagi 
In which Al costprehoiCgn wanders loll; ; 
While fields of pleasantry amufe us there 
With merry defcants on a oauon'a woes* 
The red appears a wildemefs of llraoge 
But gay confuHon ; rofei for the cheekit 
And lillies for the brows of faded age. 
Teeth foi the looihlels, ringlets for ibe bali 
Hcav'n, earth, and ocean, plunder'd of tbci 
I^efUreous tSeacet, 0]ympiaq dewi, 
^ermons, and city feaits, and fav'rite un, 
£thereal journeys, fubmarlae exploits, 
And Kaiurfelto, with his hair on end 
At his own wonders, wend'ring for hia bre 

*Tis pleafaDt through the loop-holes of n 
7p pup >t fucli a world ; to fee the % 
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le great Babel, ^fid not feel ttie tr6#d ; 
ear the roar (he fends through all her gates 
fafe diflance, Whei% the dying found 
a foft iftatimtr on th* imiBJur'd etf. 
; fitting, and furveying thus at eafe 
globe and its concerns, I femi ad^ane'd 
3nie fecure and more than mortal height, 
liberates and exempts me from them ail. 
ms fiibmitted to my view, tarns round 
t all its generations ; I behold 
tumult, and am ftill. The found -of war 
lod its terrors ere it reaches me; 
res, but alarms me not. I moom the pride 
av'rice thitt make man a wolf to man ; 
the fiuot echo of thofe bra^fcen throats 
>ich he fpeaks the kngnage of his hearty 
gh) bat never tremble at the found. 
Tels and expatiates, as the bee 
ow'r to flowV, fo he from land to land ; 
iners, cuftomS, policy, of all 
ribution to the ftore he gleans ; 
intelligence in ev'ry clime, 
ids the honey of his deep reiearch 
urn*— a rich repaft for me. 
f and I too. I tread his depk, 
topraaft, through) his peering «f tft 
le 2 
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DtTccver coantries, with a kindred heart 
Suffer his woeiy and fhare io hit efcapes ; 
While £uicy, like the finger of a clockf 
Runs the great circuit, and is ftill at home. 

Oh Winter, mler of th* inverted year, 
Thy fcatter'd hair with flee^like afhes fill'd. 
Thy breath congealM upon thy lips, thy cheeki 
FringM with a beard made white with other fnowi^ 
Than thofe of age, thy fordiead wrapt in doodii 
A leaflels branch thy fceptre, and thy throne 
A Aiding car, indebted to no wheels. 
But urg'd by ftorros along its (lipp'ry way, 
I loye thee, all unlovely as thou feem'ft. 
And dreaded as thou art! Thou hold'ft the fun 
A pris'ner in the yet undawniog eaft, 
Short'ning his journey between morn and nooDf 
And hurrying him, impatient of his (lay, 
Down to the rofy weft ; but kindly ftill 
Compenfatiog his lofs with added houra 
Of fecial convcrfe and inftrudive eafe. 
And gath'ring, at fhort notice, in one group 
The family diipers'd, and fixing thought. 
Not lefs difpers'd by day-light and its cares. 
I crown thee king of intimate delights, 
Fire-fide enjoyments, home-born happinelsi 
And all the comforu \3aax tivt lowly roof 
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: andifbrb^d retirement, and the honrs 
' long uninterrupted eVniAg, know. 

> rattling wheels (lop fliort fapefbre thefe gates ) 

> powder'd pert proficient in the art 

F founding an alarm afTauhs thefe doors 

ill the ftreet tings $ n6 flationary deeds 

)ugh their own knell^ while, heedlefs of the foundj^ 

hie (ilent circle fan themfelres» and qeake: 

n here the needle plies its bufy talk, 

lie pattern grows, the well-depi6ted fiow'o 

Vought patiently into the fnowy lawn^ 

ofolds its bofom | bads, and leaves, and iprigSf 

nd curling tendrils, gracefully difpos'd, 

oilow the nimble finger of the fair ; 

. wreath that cannot fade, of flow'rs that blow 

7ith moft fuccefs when all befides decay. 

*he poet^s or hiftorian^s page, by one 

lade vocal for the amufement of the reft; 

!*he fprightly lyre, whofe treafure of fweet (bunds 

^he touch from many a trembling chord (hakes out j| 

ind the clear voice fymphonious, yet diflin^ 

^nd in the charming (Irife triumphant (till ; 

Beguile the night, and fet a keener edgz 

On female ruduftry i the threaded fteel 

Ric8 fwiftly, and, unfclt, the ta(k proceed*. 

The T'Olame elos'di the ouftomary iae% 

« 3 
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Of the laft meal cannnence. A Roman meal ; 
Such as the miftreft of the world once found 
DelicioiUf when her patriots of high note. 
Perhaps hy moon-light, at their humble doors» 
And under an old oak^s domeftic (hade, 
EojoyM— fpare feaft ! a radiih and an egg ! 
Difcourfe enfuesy not trivial, yet not doll. 
Nor fuch as with a frown foxixds the play 
Of fancy, or profcribes the found of mirth : 
Nor do we madly, like an impious world. 
Who deem religion firenzy, and the God 
That made them an intruder on their joys, 
Start at his awful name, or deem his praiie 
A jarring note. Themes of a grayer tone» 
Exciting oft our gratitude and love, 
Wliile we retrace with mem^ry^s pointing wand. 
That calls the pad to our exadt rei?iew,. 
The dangers we have 'fcapM, the broken fiiarei 
The difappointed foe, deliverance found 
Unlook'd for, life preferv'd and peace re(lorM-p«, 
Fruits of omnipotent eternal love. 
Oh ev'nipgs worthy of the gods ! exclaim^ 
The Sabine bard. Oh evenings, I reply, 
More to be prizM and coveted than yours^ 
As more illumin'd, and with nobler truths, 
. 7Jjsp If di3d mine; aod thofe we love^ enjoy. 
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er bideoas in a garb like this ? 
e the tragic fur, the fmoke of lalfnpt, 
it-Qp breath of an unfav'ry throng, 
r him into feeling ; or the fmart 
ippilh dialogue, that flippant wits 
nedy, to prompt him with a fmile ? 
-coibplacent a^or, when he views 
g a fide-long glance at a full houfe) 
}e of ^es, from the floor to th' roof, 
•ne mafter-fpring controU'd them all) 
into an uniyerfal grin, 
. a countenance there that fpeaks of joy 
refined or fo (incere as ours. - 
ere fuperfiuous here, with all the tricks 
lenefs has ever yet contriv'd 
he void of an unfumifli^d brain, 
ate dttllnefs, and give time a fliove. 
liie paffes us, has a dove's wing, 
, and fwift, and of a filken found; 
world's time is time in mafquerade ! 
fliould I paint him, has his pinions fledg'd 
Dtely plumes $ and, where the peacock fliows 
re eyes, is tindtur'd black and red 
ots quadrangular of di'mond form, 
in'd hearts, clubs typical of (Irife, 
d^Sy the emblem of untimely gc^^t^^ 



'Il6 TH B t AS K. B0( 

What (hould be« and what was an hoar-glafs od< 
Becomes a dice-box and a billiard-mafl 
Well docs the work of his deftniftiTC fcythe. 
Thus deckM, he charms a world whom fafliion 
To his true tb'oithy moft pleas'd when idle mod \ 
Whofe only happy are their wafted hours. 
Ev'n mifleS) at whofe age their mothers wore 
The backfiring and the bib, afTume the dreft 
Of womanhood^ (it pupils in the fchool 
Of card-devoted time, and, night by night, 
PlacM at fome vacant corner of the board. 
Learn every trick, and foon p!ay all the gam6. 
But truce with cenfure. Roving as I rove. 
Where (hall I find an end, or how proceed ? 
As he that travels far oft turns afide 
To view fome fugged rock or mould'ring totfrV, 
Which feen, delights him not ; then coming hoif 
Defcribes and prints it, that. the world may kno 
How far he went for what was nothing worth | 
So I, with brufh in hand and pallet fpread, 
With colours mix'd for a far difF'rent ufc, 
Paint cards and dolls, and ev'ry idle thing 
That fancy finds in her excurfive flights. 



Come, Ev'ning, once again, feafon of peace; 
cturn, Tweet Ev'ning and continue long T 
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^thinks I fee thee in the (Ireaky wefly 
ith matroD'flep flow-moving, while the night 
'eads on thy fweeping train ; one hand employ'd 
letting h\\ the curtain of repofe 
1 bird and beafly the other charg'd for man 
ith fweet oblivion of the cares of day: 
>t iliniptuoufly adom'dy nor needing aid, 
ke homely featur'd night, of clud'ring gems } 
(lar or two, juft twinkling on thy brow, 
ifices thee; (ave that the moon is thine 
3 left than hers, not .worn indeed on high ; 
'ith oftentatious pageantry, but fet 
llh modeft grandeiar in thy purple zonei 
efplendent lefs, bat of an ampler round. 
}me then, and thou (halt find thy vo^try calm» 
r make me fo. Compofure is thy gift: 
nd, whether I devote thy gentle hours 
books, to mufic, or the poet's toil ; 
D wieaving nets for bird-alluring fruit; 
r twining (ilken thread round iv'ry reels^ 
^en they command whom man was born to pleafe 
flight thee not, but make thee welcome fllll. 

Juft when our drawing rooms begin to blaze 
ith lights, by clear refiedlion multiplied 
om many a mirror, in which he of Gath« 
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Goliath, might have feen his giant biillc 

Whole, without (looping, tow'ring creft and all^ 

My plcafures, too, begin. But me, perhaps, 

The glowing hearth may fatisfy awhile 

With faint illumination^ that uplifts 

The fliadow to the ceiling, there by fits 

Dancing uncouihly to the quivering flame. 

Not undelightful is an hour to me 

So fpent in parlour twilight : fuch a gloom 

Suits well the thoughtful ^or unthinking mind, 

The mind contemplative, with fome new theme 

Pregnant, or indifpos'd alike to aU. 

Laugh ye, who boad your more mercurial pow*rl» 

That never feel a ftupof, know no paufe, 

Nor need one ; I am confcious, and confefsp 

Fearlefs, a foul that does not always think. 

Me oft has fancy, ludicrous and wild, 

Sooth'd with a waking dream of houfes, tow'rf^ 

Trees, churches, and (Irange vifages, expre&^d 

In the red cinders, while with poring eye 

I gaz'd, mj'fclf creating what I faw. 

Nor lefs amus'd have I quiefcent watch'd 

The footy films that play upon the bars. 

Pendulous, and foreboding, in the view 

Of fuperftition, prophefying (till, 

T}wugh dill deceiv'd, fome ftranger'^s near approad 
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'Tis thus the underftanding takes repofe 
In iDdolent vacuity of thought. 
And deeps and is refredi'd. Meanwhile tlie face 
Conceals the mood lethargic with a maik 
Of deep dehb(^ratIon, as the man 
Were taik'd to his full flrength, abforb'd and loft. 
Thus oft, reclio'd at cafe, I lofe an hour 
At ev'ning, till at length the freezing blaft, 
That fweeps the bolted ihutter, fummons home 
The recollected powVs; and fnapping (hort 
The gUfly threads, with which the fancy weaves 
Xler brittle toys, rellores me to myfelf. 
How calm is my rectfs ; and hOw the frod, 
-Haging abroad, and the rough wind, endear 
ft ^I*he iilence and the warmth enjoyM within ! 
,1 law the woods and fields, at clofe of day, 
^A, variegated (liow ; the meadows green, 

'hough feded ; and the lands, where lately wav'd 
golden harveft of a mellow brown^ 

^pturn'd fo lately by the forceful (hare. 

law far off the weedy fallows fmile 

^ith verdure not unprofitable, graz'd 

*y flocks, fad feeding, and feleding each 

lis fav'rite herb; while all the leaflefs groves^ 
It ikirt th' horizon, wore a fable hue, 

^QC aotlc'd in the kindred duflc of eve. 
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To-morrow brings a change, a total change ! 
Which even now, though filently perfbrmMf 
And flowly, and by nioft unielt, the hot 
Of uniyerfal nature undergoes.- 
Faft falls a fleecy flioVr: the downy flake^ 
Defcending, and with never>ceafiog lapfe. 
Softly alighting upon all below* 
Aifimilate all objeds. Earth receives 
Gladly the diick^ning mande ; and the green 
And tender blade, that feaPd the chilling blaftt 
Efcapes unhurt beneath fo warm a veil. 

In (iich a world ; fo tfiomy, and where none 
Finds happinefs unblighted ; or, if found. 
Without fome thiftly forrow at its (ide ; 
It feems the part of wifdom, and no (in 
AgainQ the law of love, to meafure lots 
With lefs didinguifli'd than ourfelves ; that thus 
We may with patience bear our mod'rate ills. 
And fympathife with others, fuffVing more. 
Ill fares the traveller now, and he that flalks 
In pond'rous boots beGde his reeking team. 
The wain goes heavily, impeded fore 
By congregated loads adhering clofe 
1*0 the cloggM wheels ; and in its Huggifli pacse^ 
NoifckU, appears a moving hill of (how. 

X 
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rhe toiling deeds expand the noftrtl widcp 

Vhile eT*ry breath, by refpiration ftrong 

rorc'd downward, is confolidated foon 

JpOB their jutting cbefts. He, form'd to bear 

fhe pelting brunt of the tempefluour night, 

0Vith half-(hut eyes, and pucker'd cheeks, and teeth 

Prefented bare againft the florm, plods on. 

Ont hand fecures his hat, fave when with both 

Eie brandifhes his pliant length of whip, 

RfiboiidjDg oft, and never heard in vain. 

Dh happy ; and, in my account, denied 

rhat (enfibility of pain with which 

Refinement is endued, thrice happy thou ! 

Thy frame, robuft and hardy, feels indeed 

The piercing cold, but feels it unimpaired. 

The learned finger never need explore 

Thy vigorous pulfe ; and the unhealthful eaft, 

That breathes the fpleen, and fearches ev'ry bone 

Of the infirm, is wholefome air to thee. 

Thy days roll on, exempt from houfehold care; 

Thy waggon is thy wife ; and the poor beads, 

That drag the dull companion to and fro. 

Thine belplefs charge, dependent on thy care. 

Ah, treat them kindly! rude as thou appear'd. 

Vet (how that thoa haft mercy, which the great. 
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With Deedlels huny ^vhirl'd from place to plao^ 
Humane as they would feeniy not always (how* 

Poor, yet iDduftriou$> modeft, quieti neat; 
Such claim compaiEon in a night like thist 
And have a friend in ev'ry feeling heart. 
Warm'd, while it tads, by labour, all day lon^ 
They brave the feafon, and yet find at ere^ 
111 clad and fed but fparely, time to cool. 
The frugal houfewife trembles when Aie lightf 
Her fcanty (lock of brufh-wood, blazing clear. 
But dying foon, like all terreftrial joys. 
The few fmail epibers left (he nurfes well; 
And, while her infant race, with outfpread hands 
And crowded knees, lie cow'ring o'er the fpariub 
Retires, content to quake, fo they be wann'd. 
The man feels lead,. as more inur'd thjin (ho 
To winter, and the current in his veins 
More brilkly mov'd by his feverer toil; 
Yet he, too, ilnds his own diftrefs in theirs* 
The taper foon extinguifh'd, which I faw 
Dangled along at the cold finger's end 
Juft when the day declined, and the brown loaf 
ij^odg'd on the (helf, half-eaten without (auce 
Pf fav'ry cheeie, or buttery coftlier ftill^ 
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Sleep (eems their only refuge : for, alas! 
Where penury it felt the thought is chain'd, 
And fweet colloquial pleafures are but few ! 
With all this thirft they^ thrive not. All the care 
Ingenious parfimony takes, but juft 
Saves the fmall inventory, bed, and flool, 
Skillet, and old carved ched, firom public fale. 
They live, and live without extorted alms 
From grndging hands ; but other boaft have none 
To foothe their boneft pride, that fcorns to beg, 
Nor comfort elfe, but in their mutual love. 
I praiie you much, ye meek and patient pair. 
For ye are worthy ; choofing rather far 
A dry bat independent cruft, hard earn'd. 
And eaten with » iigh, than to endure 
Tlie nigged frowns and infolent rebuffs 
Of knaves in office, partial in the work 

(Of diftribution ; lib'ral of their aid 
To dam'rous importunity in rags. 
But oftpdmes deaf to fuppliants, who would blufli 
To wear a tatter'd garb however coarfc. 
Whom famine cannot reconcile to filth : 
Theie afk with painful fhynefs, and, refusM 
Becanfe deferving, filently retire ! 
But be ye of good courage ! Time itfelf 
Shall muoh befriend you. Time fhall give iac7^^Ce.% 

M 2 
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And all your nnm'rous progeny, wdl-trai 
But helpleis, in few years fhall £nd their 
And labour too. Meanwhile ye Ihill no 
'What, confcious of your virtues, we can 
Nor what a wealthier than ourfdvei may 
I mean the mani who, when the diftant ] 
Need help, denies them nothing buthu c 

■ But poverty, wiih moft who whimper 
I Their long complaints, h felf-inflifled wo 
• Th' eifca of lazinefs or fottilh wade. 
Now goes the nightly thief prowling abr< 
For plunder ; much folicitous how befi 
He may compen&te for a day of floth 
By works of darknefs and oofturnal wroi; 
Woe to the gard'ner'i pale, the fermcr's 
Plalh'd neatly, and fecur'd with driven & 
Deep in the loamy bank. Uptorn by (li 
Refiniefs in lb bad a caufe, but lame 
To better deeds, he bundles up the fpoil- 
An afs's burden — and, when laden molt 
And heavieft, light of foot, fleals fall awi 
Nor does the boarded hovel better guard 
The well-ftaek'd pile of riven logs and « 
From his pernicious force. Nor will he 
Unwrencii'd the door, however wcU lee 
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^here tbaacicleer amidft his haram fleeps 

> uoiiilpe^ng pomp. Twitch'd from the perch, 

e gives the princely bird, with all hii wites, 

hit voracious bag, (Iruggling in vain, 

nd loudly wond'ring at the fadden change.— 

or this to feed his own ! 'Twere feme eXcufe 

id picy of their fuffVings warp afide 

is principle, and tempt him into (in 

or their fuj^rt, (b deditute. — But they 

e^ded pine at home ; therafelves, as mofe 

xpos'd than others, with lefs fcraple made 

!is viftifiis, robb'd of their defencelefs all. 

rue) is all he does. Tis quenchlefs third 

f ruinous ebrlety that prompts 

lis er'ry action,, and imbfutcs the man. 

h for a law to nooie the villain's neck 

^bo (hrves his own ; who perfecutes the blood 

(e gave them in his children's veins, and hates 

Jid wrongs the woman he has fworn to love ! 

Pals where we may, through city or through town, 

illage, or hamlet, of this merry land.' 

hough lean and beggarM, ev'ry twentieth pace 

Midods th' unguarded nofe to fuch a whiff 

f ftak debauch, fonh-iffuing from the (lyes 

bat law has licensed, as makes tem]^'\9iTiCt it^. 

» 3 
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There fit^ invoIvM and loft in curliog clonds 
Of Indian fomey and guzzling deepi the boor. 
The lacquey, and the groom : the craftfinan there 
Takei a Lethean leave of all his toili; 
Smithy cobbler, joiner, he that pliei the (hean. 
And he that kneads the dough ; all loud alike^ 
All learned, and all dnmk ! The fiddle fcreant 
Plaintive and piteous, as it wept and wail'd 
Its wafted tones and harmony unheard: 
Fierce the difpute, whatever the theme; wfaik Ibti^ 
Fell difcord, arbitrefs of fuch debate, 
Ferch'd on the (ign-poft, holds with even hand 
Her undecifive fcales. In this (he lays 
A weight of ignorance; in that, of pride; 
And fmiles, delighted with th' eterna] poife. 
Dire is the frequent curfe, and its twin (bund 
The cheek-diftending oath, not to be praia'd 
As ornamental, mufical, polite. 
Like thofe which modem fenatofs employ, 
Whofe oath is rhet'ric, and who fwear for fiinie! 
Behold the fchools in which plebeian minds. 
Once (imple, are initiated in arts. 
Which fome may practice Mrith politer grace. 
But none with readier (kill !— -'tis here they leani 
The road that leads, from competence and 
To Indigence and rapine ; till at lafty 
^ccjctjr, grovrn weary of t3a!&\o?i4^ 

I 
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:s Iier encumbered lap, and cafls them o«t. 
cnfiire profits Itttk : Tain th' attempt 
ifertilc b verfe a public peft, 
. like the filtb with which the pe^alaot feeds 
.rnigry acres, ftinks, and is of ufe. 
xcife ia £itten'd with the rich refult 
.this riot; and ten thouikiKi caiks^ 
rer dribbling out their bafe contents^ 
I'd by the Midas finger of the ftate» 
gold fin* mintfiers to fpon away. 
9 and be mad, then ; 'tis your cbnntry bids ! 
3ufly dmakf obey th' important call ! 
»nfe demands th' alfidance of your throats ;— - 
I can fwalJow, and fhe afks no more. 

)itfd I had falTn upon thofe happier days 
poets celebrate ; thofe golden times, 
hoUt Arcadian fcenes, that Maro fings» 
Sidney, warbler of poetic proie. 
hs were Dianas theoi and fwains had hearts 
felt their virtues : innocence, it feems, 
courts difmifs'd, found (helter in the grotes $ 
oorfleps of limplicityt imprefs'd 
the yielding herbage, (fo they fing) 
were not all efiac'd : then fpeech profane^ 
nanncrs prgfiigatey were rarely fo«&dv 
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Obferv'd as prodigies, and foon reckum*d. 
Vain wifh ! thofe days were never : airy ttreai 
Sat for the pidtuFe; and the poet*s hand. 
Imparting fubftance to an empty fhade^ 
Imposed a gay delirium for a tmth. 
Grant it : — I flill mud envy them an age! 
That favoured inch. a dream ; in days fike thd 
Impoifible,: when virtue is fo fcarce. 
That to fuppofe a fcene where (he prefides^ 
Is tramontane, and (tumbles all beHef. 
No : we are polifh'd now ! the rural lafi^ 
Whom once her virgin modefly and grace^ 
Her artlefs manners, and her neat attire. 
So dignified, that fhe was hardly Ids 
Than the fair (hepherdefs of old romance. 
Is feen no more. The character is loft! 
Her head, adorned with lappets pinn'd aloft. 
And ribbands ftreaming gay, fuperbly rais*d. 
And magnified beyond all human fize, 
Indebted to lome fmart wig- weaver's hand 
For more than half the trefles it fuftains ; 
Her elbows ruffled, and her tottVing form 
111 propp*d upon French heels ; (he might be i! 
(But that the baficet dangling on her arm 
Interprets her more truly) of a rank 
Too proud for dairy-work,, or Iklc of eggs. 
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ft her foon with foot-boy at her beds, 
>^ger blufbing for her awkward k>ad« 
rain and her umbrella all her care ! 

e town has -dng'd the country ; and the fiaia 
ars a ipot upon a vedal's robe, 
vorfe for what it foils. The fafhion rans 
I into fcenes dill rural ; but, alas ! 
s rarely gracM wtth rural manners now* 
wasy when, in the pailoral i^treat, 
inguarded door was (afe; men did not watch 
^ade another's right» or guard their own. 
floep was undidurb'd by fear, unfcar'd 
unken bowlings ; and the chilliog tale 
dnigbt murder was a wonder heard 
doubtful credit, told to frighten babes, 
irewell now to unfufpicious nights, 
Q umbers unalarm'd I Now, ere you deep, 
hat your polifh'd arms be prim'd with care, 
drop the night-bolt;— ruffians are abroad: 
the £ril larum of the cock's (hriir throat 
prore a trumpet, fummoning your ear 
orrid founds of hoAile feet within, 
day light has its dangers; and the walk 
agh pathlefs wailcs and woods, unconfcious once 
ber tenants than melodious birds. 
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Or harmlffs flocks, is hazardous and bold. 
i Lamented change ! to which full many a caufe 
Invet'rate, hopelefs of a cure, coofpires. 
The courfe of human things from good to illy 
From ill to werfe, is &tal, never fails. 
Increafe of pow'r begets increafe of wealth; 
Wealth luxury, and luxury excefs ; 
£xcefs, the fcrofulous and itchy plague 
That feizes firfl the opulent, defcends 
To the next rank contagious, and in time 
Taints downward all tlie graduated fcale 
Of order, from the chariot to the plough. 
The rich, and they that have an arm to check 
The licenfc of the lowefl in degree, 
Defert their office ; and themfelves, intent 
On pleafure, haunt the capital, and thus 
To all the violence of lawlefs hands 
Refign the fcenes their prefence might proteA. 
Authority herfelf not feldom fleeps. 
Though refident, and witncfs of the wrong* 
The plump convivial parfon often bears 
The magiderial fword in vain, and lays 
His rcv'rence and his worfhip both to reft 
On the fame cufhion of habitual floth. 
Perhaps timidity reflrains his arm ; 
When he fhould ftrike he trembles, and fets fireti 
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iKmiclf enflav'd by terror of the band, 

rh* audacious coDvidy whom he dares not bind. 

Pcrfaapsy ^ough by profeffion ghoftly pure. 

He too may bare his ▼!€€» and fometimes prove 

Lds dainty than becomes his grare outtide 

h lucratrre concerns. Examine well 

His milk-white hand ; the palm is hardly clean— 

Btt here and there an ugly fmutch appears. 

K^! 'twas a bribe that left it: he has touch'd 

>4)rruption ! Whoib feeks an audit here 

VopitiouSi pays his tribute, game or fifh, 

^ild-fowl or ven'ibn, and his errand fpeeds. 

Bat fa(ter far, and more than all the red, 
noble caufcy which none who bears a fpark 

^ public virtue ever wi(h'd remov'dy 

Orks the deplor'd and mifchieyous effedl. 

U uniyerial foldierfhip has ftabbM 

^ heart of merit in the meaner clafs. 

^lUSy through the vanity and brainlefs rage 
tbolc that bear them, in whatever caufe, 

^ moft at variance with all moral good, 

kl incompatible with ferious thought. 

^ clown, the child of nature, without guilei 

H with an infant's ignorance of all 
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Sut his own (imple pleafures ; now and then 
A vreftliDg-matcby a foot-race^ or a hit ; 
Is ballotted, and trembles at the news ; 
SheepifK he do^ his hat, and, mumbting, fWeirs 
A bible O'lth to be whate'er they pleafe* 
To do he knows not what ! The tafk perferm'ii^ 
That inftant he becomes the feijeant's care^ 
PI is pupily and his torment, and his jeft. 
His awkward gait, his introTerted toes. 
Bent knees, round (houlders, and deje^ed look^ 
Procure him many a corfe. By flow degrees^ - 
tJnapt to learn, and form'd of (bibbom ftoff. 
He yet by flow degrees puts off himfelfy 
Grows confcious of a change, and Ifkes it we8: 
He flands ere6t ; his flouch becomes a walk ^ 
He fleps right onward, martial in his air, 
His form, and movement ; is as fniart above 
As meal and larded locks can make him ; wean 
His hat, or his plum'd helmet, with a grace ; 
And, his three years of heroflilp expir^d,^ 
Returns indignant to the flighted plough. 
He hates the field, in which no fife or drarar • 
Attends him ; drives his cattle to a march; 
And fi^s for the fmart comrades he has lefc 
'Twere well if his exterior change were alJ^- 
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But with his clumfy port the wretch has loft 
His ignorance and harmlefs manners too ! 
To fwear^ to game, tb dripk ; to (hew at home. 
By lewdnefss idlenefs^ and Sabbath-breach, 
The great proficiency he made abroad ; 
T' aftonifh and tb grieve his gazing friends ;: 
To break fomt maidbn's and his mother's heart ;. 
To be a peft where he was ufeful once ; 
Are his fole aim, and aH his glory, now ! 

Man in fbdety is like a fldw'r 
Blown in its native bed : 'tis there aldne 
His faculties, expanded in full bloom. 
Shine out ; there only reach their proper nfe* 
Sat man, aflbciated and leaguM with man 
By regal warrant, or felf-join'd by bond 
Per int'reft-fake, or fwarming into clans 
Seneath one head for purpofes of war, 
like flow'rs fde^d from the red, and bound 
And bundled clofe to fill Tome crowded vafe* 
Tades rapidly, and, by compreffion marr'd, 
CoQtrads defilement not to be endur'd. 
Hence charter'd boroughs are fuch public plagues ; 
A&d burghers, men immaculate perhaps 
la all tHear ptiviite fuo^ioas, once combia'd, 

▼01. II, tt 
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Become a loathfome body, oaly fit 
For difToluiioa, hurtful to the.nuin. 
HeacG merchinti, unimpeiclublc of fia 
Againlt the charluei of domeftic life. 
Incorporated, feem at once to loie 
Their nature ; asd, difclaiming all regar 
For mercy and the common rights of m 
Build faAorici with blood, cooduftiDg ti 
At the fwonTs poioC, and dyeing the wl 
Of innocent commercial juflice red. 
Hence, too, the field of glory, u the « 
Mifdecm; it, dazzled by its bright array, 
Witii all its majefty of thaDd'ring pompj 
EnchiDtlng muGc and immortal wreaths, 
Is but a fchool where thoughtleirocfs is t 
On principle, \i4iere foppery atones 
For folly, gallantry for ev'ry vice. 

But, flighted ai it is, and by the great 
Abandon'd, and, which fiill I more regr 
Infected with the manners and the mode 
It knew not once, the country wins mt : 
:ver fram'd a wiffa, or form'd a plan, 
That flitter'd me with hopes of earthly I 
liar, there I laid the fceae. There e»ly 
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My fancy, ere yet liberty of choice 

Had found me, or the hope of being free. 

My very dreams were rural ; rural, too. 

The firft-bom efforts of my youthful mufe. 

Sportive^ and jingling her poetic bells 

Ere yet her ear was miftrefs of their pow'rs. 

No bard could pleafe me but wbofe lyre was tun'd 

To nature's praifes. Heroes and their feats 

Fatigu*d me, never weary of the pipe 

Of Tityrusy aflembling, as he fang, 

The ruflic throng beneath his fav'rite beech. 

Then Milton had indeed a poet's charms : 

Mew to my tafte, his Paradife furpafs'd 

The firuggling efforts of my boyifli tongue» 

To fpeak its excellence. I danc'd for joy. 

I marvellM much, that, at fo ripe an age 

As twice feven years, his beauties had then firfi 

lEogag'd my wonder ; and,' admiring flill, 

And {till admiring, with regret fuppos'd 

The joy half lofl becaufe not fooner found. 

There, too, enamour'd of the life I lov'd, 

Pathetic in its praife, in its purTuit 

I^etenninM, and pofleifing it at lad 

'^ith tranfports fuch as favbur'd lovers feel, 

I ftttdiedi priz'd, and wifh'd that I had knowii, 

N Z 
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Ingeniotis Cowley ! and, though dow reclum'd 

By modern Jights from an erroneous tafle^ 

I cannot but lament thy fplendid wit 

Entangled in the cobwebs of the fchools. 

I dill revere (jhee, courtly though retir'd ; 

Though (Iretch'xi at eafe in Chertfcy's filent bow'fSf 

Not unemployed ; and £nding rich, amends 

For a lod world in foHtude and verfe. 

'Tis born with all : the love of nature's works 

Is an ingredient in the compound maiu 

Infus'd at -the creation of the lund. 

And, though th' Almighty Maker has througbon^ 

Difcriminated each from each, by firokes 

And touches of his hand, with fo much art 

Diverfified, jthattwo were never found 

Twins at all points — yet this obtains in all* 

That ^11 difcern a beauty in his works. 

And all can tafle them : minds that haye been bmfl 

And tutor'd with a relifh more exadt. 

But none without fome relifh, none unmov'd. 

It is a ilam^ that dies not even there, 

Where nothiug feeds it : neither bus'nefs, crowds 

Nor habits of luxurious city-life ; 

Whatever elfe ihey fmother of true worth 

In hqman bofoms j quench itj or abate. 
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The villas vnth which London ftands begirc» 

Luke a fwarth Indian wth his belt of beads. 

Prove it. A breath of unadult'rate air, 

The glimpfe of a green pafturc, how they cheer 

The citizen, and brace his languid frame ! 

£v'd in the ftifling bofom of the town, 

A garden, in which nothing thrives, has charms 

That foothe the rich pofleflbr ; much confolM, 

That here and there feme fprigs of mournful minti 

Of nightfhade, or valerian, grace the well 

He cultivates. Thefe ferve him with a hint 

That nature lives ; that fightprefrefhing green 

Is dill the liv'ry (he delights to wear. 

Though (ickly iamples of th' exubVant whole. 

"What are the cafements lin'd with creeping herbsj 

The prouder fafhes fronted with a range 

Of orange, myrtle, or the fragrant weed. 

The Frenchman's * darling ? are they not all proofs 

That' man, immur'd in cities, flill retains 

His inborn inextinguifhable third 

Of rural fcenes, compenfating his lofs 

By fupplemental (hifts, the bed he may ? 

The mod unfurnifh'd with the means of life, 

* Mignonette. 
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And the J Uiat neyer pais their brick»wall bounds 
To range the &lds asd treat their luDgs with air. 
Yet feel the burning inftin^ : 4)yer-head 
Sufpend their crazy boxes, planted thicky 
And water'd duly. There the pitcher (lands 
A fragment, and the fpoutlefs tea-pot there ; 
Sad wkndSes bow dofe-pent man regrets 
The country, with what ardour he contrives 
A peep at nature, when he can no more. 

Haily therefore, patronefs of health, and eafe, 
And contemplation, heartpconfoling joys 
And barmlefs pleafures, in the throng'd abode 
Of multitudes unknown ! hail, rural life ! 
Addr-efs himfelf who will to the purfiiit 
Of honours, or emolument, or fame ; 
I (hall not add myfelf to fuch a chace. 
Thwart his attempts, or envy his fuccefs. 
Some mud be great. Great ofHces will have 
Great talents. And God gives to ev'ry man 
The virtue, temper, underftanding, tafte. 
That lifts him into life ; and lets him fall 
Jud in the niche he was ordain'd to filL 
To the deliv'rer of an injur'd land 
He gives a tongue t' enlarge upoui an heart 
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To feely and courage to redrefs her wrongs ; 

To monarcbt dignity; to judges fenfe; 

To artifh ingenuity and ^ficill ; 

To me an unambitious mind, content 

In the low vale of life, that early felt 

A wi(h for cafe and lei(ure» and ere long 

I'oBBd here that leifttce and that eafe I wifh'd. 
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ARGUMENT OF THi: FIFTH 

A fro/ly tnormng. — The faddmng < 
vioedwian and k'u dog. — Tbi poul 
tffta, of frojl at a ^attrfaU.—' 
H^h'i f(Jace of iee.-^Amufewuatt 
War, imt c/ Oem.—lVart, wima 
mmmrcby.— Tie emit of il, — Engl 
hyakj eaitr^id. — The Bafiilk, t 
there.— Liherlj the chief rtcemmei 
tounlry. — Modtm fatrio/ifm qutfiioM 
The peri/haiU tialUre of the b^ hum. 
SpirUvei rtitrly not ptrifhahU. — 7ht 
atan by naturf.—Delivtr him, Deifl 
Grace mtifi do it. — Tif rrfptBive i 
end marlyi Jiated. — Their Sffirt 
Ha^y freedom of the man -whinn gre 
Jfu reiyh of the writ of Gtd.- 
Cre'aiar. 
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BOOK V. 

HE WINTER MORNING WALK. 



morning; and the fun, witU ruddy orb 
diag» fires th' horizon ; while the clouds^ 
Towd away before the driving wind» 
rdeat as the diik emerges more, 
!e moft fome city in a blazcy 
ough the leaflefs wood. His flaatlng ray 
\Sc€kual down the fnowy valei 
^ng all with his own rofy hue» 
y herb and ev'ry fpiry blade 
. length of fhadow o'er the &ld* 
iling into longitude immenfei 
gravity, and fage remark 
i[ am but a fleeting (hadey 
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Provokes me to a fmile. With eye afkance 
I view the mufcular proportionM limb 
Transfotm'd to* a lean (Hank. The fliajfelefs pa 
As* they defiga'd to mock me, at my fide 
Take ftep for flep ; and, as I near approach 
The cottage, walk' along the plaffcr^d^wall, 
PrepoftVous fight ! the legs without the man* 
The verdure of the plain lies buried deep 
Beneath the dazzling deluge p .and the bentsi 
And coarfer grafs, upfpearing o'er the ref^ 
Of late unfighdy and unfeeif, now fKine' 
Confpicuous, and, in: bright apparel clad 
And fiedgM with icy feathers, nod fuperb* 
The cattle mourn ih cdrncrs where the fence 
Screens theim, and feem hklf petrified to fleep" 
In unrecumbeot fadnefs. There they wait 
Their wonted fodder ; not like hungering maOy 
Pretful if unfupplied ; but filent,- meek. 
And padent of the (low-pac'^d fwatn's delay. 
He from the (lack carves out th* accuftbmM ba 
Deep plunging, and again deep-plunging oft> 
His broad keen krfife into the folid mall : 
Smooth as a wall the upright remnant {landt»- 
With fuch undeviating and even force 
He fevers it away: nb needlefs care, 
JLcA /torms (hould OTcrfet the leaning p'de- 
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aou8, or Its b\vn unbalanced weight, 
goes the woodman, leaving unconcera'd 
heerEil haunts of man ; to wield the axe 
Irivc' the wedge in yonder foreft drear, 
mom to eve his folitary tafle. 
ff and kan, and fhrewd, with pointed ears 
lil crojpp'd fhort, half lurcher and half cur-*-* 
ig attends him. Clofe behind his heel 
reeps he flow ; and now» with many a friik 
Icamp'ring, fnatches up the drifted foow 
v'ry teeth^ or ploughs it with his fnout ; 
hakes his powder'd coat> and barks for joy. 
ifs of all his pranks, the (hirdy churl 
right toward the mark ; nor flops for aughty 
w and then with prefiure of his thumb ^ 
ift the fragrant charge of a fhort tube 
imes beneath his nofe : the trailing cloud 
I far behind him» fcenting aU the air. 
oin the rooft, or from the neiglib'ricg pate« 
diligent to catch the iiril faint gleam 
ing day, they goilip''d fide by fide, 
rooping at the houfewife's well-known call 
ther^d tribes domeflic Hsdf on wing^ 
If on foot, they brufh the fleecy flood, 
as and fearful of too deep a plunge. 
rrows peep, and quit the fhelt'ring eavet 

II. o 
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To feize the fair occafion. Well they eye 
The fcatter'd grain ; and, thieyifhly refolv'd 
T' efcape th' impending Eimine, often fcar'd» 
As oft return---a pert voracious kind. 
Clean riddance quickly made^ one only care 
Remains to each*— the fearch of funny nook. 
Or fhed impervious to the blaft. Refign'd 
To (ad ncceffity, the cock forgoes 
His wonted ftrut ; and, wading at their head 
With welKconfider'd fteps» feems to re&nt 
His alter'd gait and ftatelinefs retrench'a. 
How find the myriads, that in fummer cheer 
The hills and valleys with their ceafele^ fongs, 
JDue fuftenance, or where fubfift they now? 
Earth yields them nought: th' imprifon'd worn ill 
Beneath the frozen clod; all feeds of herbs 
Lie cover'd clofe ; and |>erry-bearing thornSf 
That feed the thrufh, (whatever fome (uppofe) 
Afford the fmaller minflrels no fupply. 
The long protradled rigour of the year 
Thins all their numerous flocks. In chipks and he 
Ten thottt?nd feek an unmoleded end. 
As inflin£t pron<pts ; leif-buried ere they die. 
The very rooks and daw^ forfal;^; the fields. 
Where neither grub, nor root, nrr earth nut. now 
Repays their labour more ; and, perch'd aloft 



BOOK t. THE W1KTE& MO&NIMG WALK. I4; 

By the way-fidcy or ftalking in the pathy 

Lean penfionera upon the trav'llcr's trackt 

Pick iip their nanfeous dole, though fweet to them^ 

Of voided pulfe or half-digefted grain. 

The rireams are lofl amid the fpiendid blank. 

Overwhelming all diftinftion. On the flood. 

Indurated and fix'd» the fnowy weight 

Lies undifTolv'd ; while (ilently beneath. 

And uoperceiv'dy the current deals away. 

Not (b, where fcomful of a check, it leaps 

The mill-damy da(hes on the reftlefs wheel. 

And wantons in the pebbly gulph below : 

No froft can bind it there ; its utmofl: force 

Can but arreft the light and fmokey mid 

Tha in its £dl the liquid (heet throws wide. 

And fee where it has hung th' embroiderM bank 

"With forms fo various, that no powers of art. 

The pencil or the pen, may trace the fcene! 

Here glitt'ring turrets rife, upbearing high 

(Fantaftic mifarraogement !) on the roof 

Xarge growth of what may feem the fparkliog trees 

-And (hrubs of fairy land. The cryftal drops 

^hat trickle down the branches, fait coDgeal'd, 

Shoot into pillars of pellucid length, 

V *^d prop the pile they but adorn 'd bef(M'e. 

" ^crc grotto within grotto fafe defies 
L 02 
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The fan-beam ; there, embofsM and fretted vi 
The growiBg wonder takes a thouland fhapes 
Capricious, in which fancy feeks in vain 
The likenefs of fbme objedt feen before, 
^us nature works as if to mock at art. 
And in defiance of her rival pow'rs ; 
By thefe fortuitous and random (farokes 
Performing fuch inimitable feats 
As (he with all her rules can never reach. 
X>efs worthy of applaufe, though more adnur^df 
Becaufe a novelty, the work of man. 
Imperial miflrefs of the fur-clad Rufs ! 
Thy modi magnificent and mighty freak, 
The wonder of the North. No foreft fell 
When thou would'ft build ; no quarry fent its i 
T' enrich thy walls : but thou didd hew the fl( 
And make thy marble of the glafly wave. 
In fuch a palace Aridseus found 
Cyrcne, when he bore the plaintive tale 
Of his lo(i btes to her maternal ear : 
In fuch a palace poetry might place 
The armoury of winter ; where his troops, 
The gloomy clouds, find weapons, arrowy fleety 
Skin-piercing volley, blcfTom-bruifin^ hail. 
And fnow that often blinds the traveller's coorfi 
wnpi him in an unexpeded tomb. 
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Jently as a dream the hhnc rofe ;•— 
o found of hammer or of iaw was there : 
:e npon ice> the well»adjufted parts 
^ere (boo conjoinM ; nor other cement afk^d 
ban water interfusM to make them one. 
•amps gracefully di^posM^ and of all hues^ 
llomin'd ev'ry fide : a watery light 
rlcam'd through the clear tranfparencyy that (eem 
Lnother moon new rifen, or meteor falPn 
rem heav*n to earth* of lambent fljune ferene. 
ftood the britde prodigy ; though fmooth 
Lod flippVy the materials, yet fro(t4x)und 
^irm as a rock. Nor wanted aught within, 
lat royal refidence might well befits 
nr grandeur or for ufe. Long wavy wreaths 
'iow'rS} that fear'd no enemy but warmth, 
(h'd on the pannels. Mirror needed none 
ere all was tritreous; but in order due 
fivial table and commodious (eat 
at (eem*d at leafl commodious feat) were there; 
and couch, and high-built throne auguft. 
ame lubricity was found in all, 
11 was moid to tlie warm touch ; a fceoe 
nefcent glory, once a (Iream, 
on to Aide into a ftream again, 
twas but a mortifying (Iroke 

3 
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Of andefign*d fererity, that glaac'd 
(Made by a monarch) on her own eftate. 
On human grandeur and the courts of kings. 
'Twas traofient in its nature, as in Ifaow 
'Twas durable ; as worthlefs, as it feem'd 
Intrinfically precious ; to the foot 
Treach'rous and falfe ; it fmil'd, and it was cold* 

Greatprinces havegreatplaythings. Some havej&y^ 
At hewing mouo tains into men, and fome 
At building human wonders mountain-high. 
Some have amus'd the dull, fad years of lifef 
(Life fpent in indolence, and therefore fad) 
With fchemes of monumental fame ; and fought 
By pyramids and maufolean pomp, 
Short-liy'd themfelves, t' immortalize their boncii 
Some feek diverfion in the tented field. 
And make the forrows of mankind their fjiort. 
But war^s a game, whicli, were their futjeAs wifi. 
Kings would not play at. Nations would do vdl 
T' extort their truncheons from the puny hands 
Of heroes, whofe infirm and baby minds 
Are gratified with mifchief ; and who fpoil, 
Becaufe men fu£Fer it, their toy the werlcL 
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When Babel was confounded, and the great 
3nfedVa,cy of projectors wild and vain 
^as fplit into diTerfity of tongyes, 
heo, as a fhepherd feparates his flock, 
hefe to the upland, to the valley thofe, 
od drave afunder, and aifign'd their lot 
o all the nations. Ample was the boon 
le gave them, in its diftribution fair 
nd equal ; and he bade them dwell in peace, 
eace was awhile their care; they piougli'd, and fow^ 
.nd reap'd their plenty, without grudge or (Irife. 
at violence can never longer deep 
ban human paifions pleafe. In ev'ry heart 
re fown the fparks that kindle fiery war ; 
caiion needs but fan them, and they blaze. 
Q had already (hed a brother's blood : 
deluge wafh'd it out ; but left unquench'd 
feeds of murder in the bread of man. 
. by a righteous judgment, in the line 
s defcending progeny was found 
rft artificer of death ; the (hrewd 
er who firft fweated at the forge, 
rcM the blunt and yet unbloodied (leel 
en edge, and made it bright for war. 
ibal nam'd, the Vulcan of old times, 
d and falchion their inventor clsum \ 
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And the firft finith was the fiift murderer's Ton* 
His art furvivM the waters ; and ere loDg, 
When man was multiplied and fpread abroad 
In tribes and cUuds, and had begun to call 
Thefe meadows and that range of hills his own^ 
The tailed fweets of property beg^t 
Defire of more ; and induftry in fome, 
T^ improve and cultivate their jufl demefDe* 
Made others covet what they law Co fair. 
Thus war began on earth : thefe foug|it for (poilf 
And thofe in felf defence. Savage at firfl 
The onfety and irregular. At length 
One eminent above the reft, for ftrength. 
For ftratageoiy or courage, or for all. 
Was chofen leader : him they ferv'd in war. 
And him in peace, for fake of warlike deeds 
Rev'renc'd no lefs. Who could with him comp 
Or who fo worthy to controul themfelves 
As he whofe prowefs had fubdu'd their foes i 
Thuc war, afF'.Tding field for the diiplay 
Ot v:i1ue, made one chief, whom times of peacC| 
Whxh have their exigencies too, and call 
Fn (kill in government, at length made kingp 
Eling was a name too proud for man to wear 
With modefty and meeknefs ; and the crowOy 
Sf> dazzling in their eyes who fet it oo> 
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fui% t' intoxicate the brows it bound, 
the abjeft property of moft, 
9 being parcel of the common mafs, 
Jeditute of means to raife themfelves, 
f iinkf and fettle lower than they need. 
' know not what it is to feel within 
imprehenfive faculty, that grafps 
t purpofes with eafe, that turns and wields, 
sft without an effort, plains too vail 
iieir conception, which they cannot move. 
i:ious of impotence, they foon grow drunk 
. gazing, when they fee an able man 
forth to notice ; and, befotted thus, 
I him a pedeftal, and fay, *' Stand^ere, 
id be oar admiration and our praife." 
f rpll themfelves before him in the dud, 
I noft deferving in their own account 
Q moft extravagant in his applaufe, 
* exalting him they raised themfelves. 
by degrees, felf-cheated of their found 
Caber judgment, that he is but man, 
demi-deify and fume him fo, 
in due fcafon he forgets it too. 
cd and aft rut with felF-conceit, 
ulps the windy diet ; and ere long, 
ting their miftake, profoundly thinks 
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The world was made in vaio, if not for him. 
Thenceforth they are his cattle: drudgesi boro 
To bear his burdens, drawing in his gears. 
And fweating in his fervice, his caprice 
Becomes the foal that anf mutes them all. 
He deems a thouf^ind, or ten thoufand liyeSf 
Spent in the purchafe of renown for him. 
An eafy reck'ning, and tliey think the fame. 
Thus kings were fir ft invented, and thus kings 
Were burnifh'd into heroes, and became 
The arbiters of this terraqueous fwamp; 
Storks among frogs, that have but croaked aod 
StraBge, that fuch folly as lifts bloated man 
To eminence, fit only for a god. 
Should ever arivel out of human lips, 
Ev'n in the cradled weaknefs of the world ! 
Still ftranger much, that, when at length mank 
Had reach'd the fmewy firmnefs of their youth 
And could difcriminate and argue well 
On fubjedls more myfterious, they were yet 
Eabes in the caufe of freedom, and (hould feai 
And quake before the gods themfelves had ma 
But above meafure (Irangc, that neither proof 
Of fad experience, nor examples fet 
By feme whofe patriot virtue has prevailM» 
C^^an even now> when they are grown mature 
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wifdom, and with philofophic deeds 
niliar» fenre t* emancipate the reft ! 
:h dupes are men to cuftomy and fo prone 
revVence what is ancient, and can plead 
courfe of long obfcrvance for its ufc, 
at eyen fervitude, the worft of ills, 
caule delivered dbwn from (ire to fon, 
kept and guarded as a facred thing ! 
t is it 6t, or can it bear the fhock 
'rational difcuifion, that a man, 
impounded and made up like other men 
'elements tumultuous, in whom luft 
ad felly in as ample meafure meet 
in the bofbnis of the ila?es he rules, > 
m\d be a defpot abfolute, and boaft 
ifelf the only freeman of his land ? 
Idy when he pleafes, and on whom he will, 
*. war, with any or with no pretence 
evocation giv'n, or %\Tong fuftain'd, 
irce the beggarly laft doit, by means 
is own humour didbates, firom the clutch 
rty, that thus he may procure 
ifandsy weary of penurious life, 
id opportunity to die ? 
vho (with lefs prudence than of old 
':ribM to his afTembled trees 
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In politic convention) put your tnift 

I' th' fhadow of a bramble, and, rcclinM 

In fancied peace beneath his dang'rous branch^- 

Rejoice in hioi, and celebrate his fu'ay. 

Where find ye paffive fortitude ? Whence fprings 

Your felf-denying zeal, that holds it good 

To ftroke the prickly grievance, and to hang 

£[is thorns with dreamers of continual praife? 

We, too, are friends to loyalty. We love 

The king who loves the law, refpedls his boundf^ 

And reigns content with them: him we ferve 

Freely and with delight, who leaves us free: 

But, recollefling dill that he is man. 

We trufl him not too far. King tliough he be. 

And king in England too, he may be weak. 

And vain enough to be ambitious ftill ; 

May exercife amifs his proper powVs, 

Or "covet more than freemen choofe to grant: 

Beyond tl'.Ht mark is treafon. . He is ours 

T' aJminiflcr, to ^uard, t' adorn, the ftate, 

Euf not to warp or chan^je it. We are his, 

To fcrve him nobly in the common caufe, 

True to the death, but not to be his flaves. 

M:'ik now the diff'rence, ye that boaft your loi« 

Of kin;:s, between your loyalty and ours 

We love the man j the paUry pageant yoa. 
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e die diief ftttroo of the commonwealth ; 
HI the regardleft author of iu woes. 
Ct for the iake of liberty ». a.kiog ; 
m diains and bondage, for a tyrant's fake. 
ir We It pjuctple, and has its root 
reifi>n» it judicious, manly, free ; 
mttt a blind inftioA, crouches to tl-.e rod, 
nd licks the foot tliat treads it in the dud. 
^ere kingfhip as true treafure as it fccms, 
edbg, and worthy, of a wife man's wi(h, 
wonld not be a king to be belov'd 
anfeleft* and dub'd with undifcerning praife, 
^hcre lore is mere atuchm nt to the throne, 
nt to the man who fills it as he ought. 

Vhoie freedom is by fufPrance, and at will 
\ fnperior, he is never free. 
« lives, a6d is not weary of a life 
"sM to manacles, defer V'.:s them well. 
late that ftrives for liberty, though foil'd, 
orc'd t' abandon what (he bravely fought, 
es at leaft applaufc for her attempt, 
ty for her lofs. But that*s a ciufe 
n unfuccefsfui : pow*r ufurp'd 
>efs when opposM ; coiifcious of wrong, 
lanlmous and prone to flight. 
II. p 
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But (laves, that once conceire the glowing though 

Of freedom, in that hope itfelf po/Tefs 

All that the conted calls for; (pint, ftrengtby 

The fcorn of danger, and united hearts; 

The furcft prefagc of the good they feek*. 

Then fhame to manhood, and opprobrious moic 
To France than all her lofTes and defeats. 
Old or of later date, by fea or land, 
Her houfe of bondage, worfe than that of old 
\^'hich God aveng'd on Pharoah— the Baftille ! 
Ye horrid towVs, th* abode of broken hearts | 
Ye dungeons and ye cages of defpair. 
That monarchs have fupplied from age to agji 
With muflc fuch as fuits their fovVeign earfr— 
The (jghs and groans of miferable men! 
There^s not an Englifh heart that would not !eap 
To hear that ye were falPn at laft; to know 
That ev'n our enemies, fo oft employM 
In forging chains for us, themfelves were free* 

^ The author hopes that he fhall not be cenfored forfti 
ji.?ceffary warmth upon fo intercfting a fubjeA. He isiwi* 
that it is become almoft fafliionable to fligmatize fuch ibtf* 
inents as no better than empty declamation ; but it il » il 
i) mptom, ?.nd peculiar to modern times. 
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For he who values liberty confines 
Hb zeal for her predominance within 
No narrow bounds; her caule engages him 
Whereyer pleaded. 'Tis the caufe of man. 
There dwell the mod forlorn of human kind ; 
Immured though unaccused, condemnM untried> 
Cruelly ^ar*dy and hopelefs of efcape ! 
There» like the vifionary emblem (een 
By htm of Babylon, life (lands a (lump. 
And, filletted about with hoops of brafs. 
Still liTeSt though all its plealant boughs are gone. 
To count the hour- bell and expert no change; 
And ever, as the fullen found is heard. 
Still to refledf that, though a joylefs note 
To him whoie moments all have one dull pace, 
ten thoufand rovers in the world at large 
Vccoont it mufic; that it fummons fome 
o theatre, or jocund feaft or ball : 
he wearied hireling finds it a releafe 
Mn labour ; and the lover, who has chid 
long delay, feels ev^ry welcome (Iroke. 
)D his heart- ftrings, trembling with delight^ 
6y for refuge from didradting thought 
lich amulements as ingenious woe 
rives, hard-fliifting, and without her tools— 
:ad engraven on the mouldy wails, 

P 2 
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In flsgg'ring types , his predeceffor's tale, 
A fad memorial, and fubjoin his own— • 
To turn purveyor to an overgorgM 
And bloated fpider, till the pamper'd peft 
Is made famiiiary watches his approach. 
Comes at his call, and fenres him for a friend- 
To wear out time in numbering to and fro 
The fluds that thick embofs his iron door; 
Then downward and then upward, then aflant 
And then alternate ; with a fickly hope 
By dint of change to give his taftelefs taflc 
Some relifh ; till the fum, exadly found 
In all diredions, he begins again— 
Oh comfortlefs exiftence ! hemm'd around 
With woes, which who that fuffers would not ka 
And beg for exile, or the pangs of death ? 
That man fhould thus encroach en fellow mail. 
Abridge him of his juft and native rights. 
Eradicate him, tear him from his hold 
Upon th' endearments of domedic life 
And focial, nip his fruitfulnefs and ufe, 
And doom htm for perhaps an heedlefs word 
To barrcnnefs, and folitude, and tears. 
Moves indignation ; makes the name of king 
(Of king whom fuch prerogative can plea(e) 
As dreadful as tlie NJanichean god, 
^dor'd through tear, ftioti^ oiiVj \ic^ d^^ftroY- 
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*Tis liberty alone that gives tlie flower 
Of fleeting life its luftre and perfume ; 
And we are weeds without it. All conAraiot, 
Except what wifdora lays on evil men» 
Is evil ; hurts the faculties, impedes 
Their progrefs in the road of fcience ; blinds 
The eyefight of difcov'ry ; and beget s. 
In thoTe that fuffer it, a fordid mind 
Beftials a meagre intelled, unfit 
To be the tenant of man's noble form. 
Thee therefore dill, blame-worthy as thou art. 
With all thy lofs of empire, and though fqaeez'd 
By public exigence till annual food 
Fails for the craving hunger of the ftate, 
Thee I account ftill happy, and the chief 
Among the nations, feeing thou art firee : 
My native nook of earth i Thy clime is rude, 
fieplete with vapours, and diij}ofes much 
All hearts to fadnefs, and none more than mine : 
* bine unadult'rate manners are lefs foft 
And phiufible than focial life requires, 
And thou haft need of difcipk and art 
^o give thee what politer France receives 
ProiQ Nature's bounty — ^that humane addrefs 
Aod fweetnefsy without which no pleafure is 
*^ converfe> either fiarv'd by cold referve. 
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Or flufhM with fierce dilute* a fenfelefs brawl : 

Yet, being free, I love thee : for the fake 

Of that one feature oan be well content, 

Difgrac'd as thou haft been, poor as thon ar^ 

To feek no fublunary reft befide. 

But, once cnflav'd, farewell ! I could endore 

Chains no where patiently ; and chains at faomc^ 

Where I am free by birthright, not at all. 

Then what were left of roughnefs in tke gnua 

Of Britifh natures, wanting its excufe 

That it belongs to freemen, would difguft 

And fhock me. I ihould then, with double pain, 

Feel all the rigour of thy fickle clime ; 

And, if I muft bewail the bleffiog loft. 

For which our Hampdens aod our Sidneys bled* 

I wculd at leaft bewail it under (kies 

Milder, among a people lefs auftere ; 

In fcenes which, having never known me free^ 

Would not reproach me with the lols I felt. 

Do I forbode impoifible events. 

And tremble at vain dreams ? Heav'n grant I Wtjl 

But til' age of virtuous politics is paft, 

And we are deep in that of cold pretence. 

Patriots are grown too fhrewd to be fincere. 

And we too wife to truft them. He th#it takei 

Deep in his foft credulity the ftamp 
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DeHgii'd by loud declaimers on the part 
Of liberty^ themfelves the flaves of luft» 
Incurs derifion for his eafy faith 
And lack of knowledge, and with caufe enough : 
For when was public virtue to be found 
Where private was not ? Can he love the whole 
\7ho loves no part ? He be a nation's friend, 
V'ho is» in tnith, the friend of no man there ? 
Can he be ftrenuous in his country's caufe 
Viho flights the chanties, for whofe dear (ake 
That coun.ry, if at ail, mull be beloved i 

*Tis therefore fober and good men are fad 
Tor England's glory, feeing it wax pale 
•And fickly, while her champions wear their hearts 
& loofe to private duty, that no brain, 
Healthful and undidurb'd by fa^ious fumes. 
Can dream them trudy to the gen'ral weal. 
8och were not they of old, whofe tem|>er*d blades 
SifpersM the (hackles of ufurp'd controul, 
And hew'd them link from link : then Albion's fona 
^€Tc fons indeed; they felt a filial he;«rc 
leat high within them at a mother's wrongs ; 
And, fhining each in his domeftic Iphere, 
Sl-onc brighter (HII, once cali'd to public view. 

f's therefore many, whofe ftqueller'd lot 
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Forbids their interference, looking on, 
A ntlcipate perforce Tome dire event ; 
And feeing the old caftle of the ftate> 
That promisM once more firnmefs, fb afiail*d» 
That all its tempeft-beaten turreu (hake. 
Stand motionlefs expedants of its fall. 
All has its date below; the fatal hour 
Was regider'd in heav'n ere time. began* 
We turn to duft, and all our mightieft works 
Die too : the deep foundations that we lay. 
Time ploughs them up, and not a trace remain! 
Wc build with what we deem eternal rock : 
A didant age afks where tlie fabric (lood ; 
And in the dufl, dfted and karch'd in yaio» 
The undifcoverablc fecret deeps. 

But there is yet a liberty, unfung 
By poets, and by fenators unprais'd. 
Which monarchs caiinot grant, nor all the pon 
Of earth and hell confederate take away : 
A liberty, which perfecutiont fraud, 
Opprcfliun, prifons, have no power to bind ; 
Which whofo talles can be erflav'd no more* 
'Tis liberty of heart, deriv'd from heav*n ; 
Bought with HI^ blood who gave it to manki 
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And fealM with the fame token ! It is held 
By charter, and that charter fandtionM fure 
By th' unimpeachaUe and awful oath 
And promife of a God ! His other -gifts 
All bear the royal (lamp tliat fpeaks them his, 
And are auguft ; but this tranfcends them alL 
His other works, the vifible difplay 
Of all-creating energy and mighty 
Are grand, no doubt, and worthy of the word 
That» finding an interminable (pace 
Vnoccopied, has fill*d the void fo well. 
And made fo (parkling what was dark before. 
lot thefe are not his glory. Man, 'tis true, 
' <&ib with the beauty of fo fair a fcene, 
Ifight well fuppofe th' artificer divine 
jSfeant it eternal, had he not himfelf 
[*Jronoanc'd it tranfient, glorious as it is, 
Lnd, dill defigning a more glorious far, 
rd it as infufficient for his praife. 
therefore, are occafional, and pafs ; 
formed for the confutation of the fool, j. 
fe lying heart difputes againil a God ; 
It office ferv'd, they mud be fwept away. 
tot fo the labours of his lovt : they fhine 
other heav'ns than thefe that we behold, 
il kdc not. There is paradile that feacsi 
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And fights again ; but finds his bed cflky 
A prefage ominous, portending ftill 
Its own diihonour by a worfe relapfe. 
Till nature^ unavailing nature, foil'd 
So ofty and wearied in the vain attempt. 
Scoffs at her own performance. Reafon now 
Takes part with appetite, and pleads the avSt^ 
Perverfely, which of late fhe £o coodemo'd ; 
With (hallow (hifb and old devices, worn 
And tatter'd in the fervice of debauch, 
Cov'^ring his (hame from his offended fight. 



** Hath God indeed giv'n appetites to man, 

< And ftorM the earth fo plenteoufly with mean 

* To gratify the hunger of his wi(h ; 

* And doth he reprobate, and will he damD» 

* The ufe of his own bounty? nniking firft 

* So frail a kind, and then enadting laws 

* So ftridt, that lefs than perfed mud defpair? 

' Falfehood ! which whofo but fufpedb of truth 

< DiHionours God, and makes a flave of man. 
' Do they themfelves, who undertake for hire 

< The teacher's ofHce, and dlfpenfe at large 
^ Their weekly dole of edifying drains, 

•* Attend to their own mufic ? have they fiuth 
** In what with fuch folemnity of tone 
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'* And gefture thqr propound to our belief ? 

** Nay— <ondud hath the loudeft tongue. The voic( 

** Is but an infhrumenty on which the prieft 

^ May play what tune he pleafes. In the deed, 

^ The unequivocal authentic deed» 

^ We find found argument, we read the heart.'' 

Such nas'nings (if that name mud needs belong 
T' excufes in which reafbn has no part) 
Serve to compofe a fpirit well indin'd 
To live on terms of amity with vice, 
Aad fin without didurbance. Often urg'd^ 
, (At often as libidinous difcourfe 
■ Exhaufted, be reforts to folems themes 
Of theological and grave import) 
iliey gun at laft his unrefervM afTent ; 
TQI, hardened his heart's temper in the forge 
Of luft, and on the anvil of defpair, 
He flights the (Irokes of confcieoce. Nothing moves 
Or nothing much, his conftancy in ill ; 
vain tampering has but fofter^d his difeafe ; 
MS dcip'rate, and he fleeps the deep of death I 
^afte now, philofopher, and fet him firee. 
larm the deaf ferpent wifely. Make him hear 
J Of redtitudc and fitnefs, moral truth 
L^ow lovely, and the moral fenfe how furo^ 



B^ iDdft (ublimely good, Tcrbolely grand. 
And with poetic trappings grace thy profe* 
Till it out-mantle all the pride of vcrfc. — 
Ahy tinkling cimbal, and high-founding bra 
Smitten in vain ! fuch rauiic cannot charm 
Th* eclipfe that intercepts truth's heavenly h 
And chills and darkens a wide-ivand'ring fa 
The STILL SMALL VOICE is wanted. He n 
Whofe word leaps forth at once to its efFedt 
Who calls for things that are not, and they 

Grace makes the fla\i;c a freeman. 'Tis i 
That turns to ridicule the ttirgid fpeech 
And (lately tone of moralifls, who boaft, 
As if, like him of fabulous renown. 
They had indeed ability to fmooth 
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TnTial apd^ worthy of difdain, atchieves 
The wonder; humanizing what is brute 
In the lod kind, extracting from the lips 
Of dps their Tenoniy overpow*ring (Ireogth . 
By weaknefsy and hoftility by lore. 

Patriots have toilM, and in their country's cauTe 
Bled nobly ; and their deeds, as they deferve. 
Receive proud recoropeofe. We give in charge 
Their names to the fweet lyre. Th* hifloric mufe. 
Proud of the treafure. marches with it down 
To latcfl times ; and (culpture, in her turit> 
C. * Gifes bond in (lone and erer-during brafs 
To guard them^ and t' immortalize her trud : 
Bnt fairer wreaths are due, though never paid. 
To thofe who, pofted at the (hrine of Truth, 
Have &ll'n in her defence. A patriot's bloodf 
Well (pent in fuch a ftrife, may earn indeed. 
And for a time infiire, to his lovM land 
\ ^he fweets of liberty and equal laws ; 
^t martyrs firuggle for a brighter prize, 
*^Vod win it with more pain. Their blood is (bed 
^ confirmation of the noblefl claim— 
|ur claini to, feed upon immortal Truth, 
^walk with God» to be divinely free, 
fi>ar, and to anticipate the ikies ! 
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Yet few remember them. They liv'd unknown 
Till perfecution dragg'd them into fame. 
And chas'd them up to hea^'o. Their afhes fle^ 
— No marble teils us whither. With their name 
No bard embalms and (iuiAifies his fbag : 
And hidory, (b warm on meaner themes* 
Is cold on this. She execrates indeed 
The tyranny that doomM them to the fire. 
But giTd the glorious fufiPren little praife *. 

He is the freeman whom the trot hmaket fireey 
And all are (laves befide. There''s not a cham 
That hellifh foes, confederate for his harm. 
Can wind around him, but he cafb it off 
With 2B much eafe as Samfon his green wyths* 
He locks abroad into the varied field 
Of nature, and, though poor perhaps coropar'd 
With thofe whofe manfions glitter in his fighty 
Calls the delighfiil fcenery all hb own. 
His are the mountains, and the valleys his» 
And the refplendent rivers. His t* enjoy 
With a propriety that none can feel, 
But who, with filial confidence infpir'd. 
Can lift to heav'n an unprcfumptuous eye, 
And frailing fay — " My Father made them all!" 



^ 



* Sec Hume. 
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f Bot his by a peculiar nght^ 

aa erophafis of iotereft his^ 

:ye they fill with tears of holy joy, 

leart with praife, aod whc^e exalted mifid 

orthy thoughts of that unwearied lofe 

Jin'dy and built, and ilill upholds, a world 

'd with beauty for rebellious man i 

'. may fill your gamers, ye that reap 

ied foil, and ye may wafte much good 

leis riot ; but ye will not find, 

or in the chace, in fong or dance. 

If like his, who, unimpeach'd 

nation, aod to no man^s wrong, 

iates nature as his father^s work, 

I a richer ufe of yours than youm 

deed a freeman. Free by birth 

lean city; plannM or ere the hills 

lilt, the fountains openM, or the fea 

his roaring multitude of waves, 
dom is the fame in e?*ry ftate ; 

condition of this changeful life, 

fold in cares, whofe ev'ry day 

:s own eril with it, makes it le& : 

las wings, that neither flcknefs, pain, 

ury, can cripple or confine. 

i fo nanow but he fpreads thcva \2c^Kt% 

^3 
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With cafe, and is it lar^ Th* opprtflbr ho 
His body bouod ; bat .knows not what a racgi 
His fpirit takes, unconfcious of a diain ; 
And that to bind him is a vain attempt 
Whom God delights in, and in whom he dw 

Acquaint thyfelf with God, if thou would'! 
His works. Admitted once to his erabracCy 
Thou (ha!t perceive that thou wail blind befbi 
Thine eye (hall be inftruded ; and thine hear 
Made pure, Ihsil relifh, with diiine delight 
Till then unfelt, what hands divine have wrov 
Brutes grace the mountain -top, with faces pro 
And eyes intent upon the fcanty herb 
It yields them ; -or, recumbent on its brow. 
Ruminate, heidlefs of the fcene outfpread 
Beneath, beyond, and (Iretching hr away 
From inland regions to the diftant main. 
Man views it, and admires ; but refts content 
With what he views. The landfcape has his 
But not its author. Unconcerned who form'( 
The paradife he fees, he finds it fuch. 
And fuch well-pleasM'to find it, afks no mor 
Not fo the mind that has been touch'd from 1 
And in the fchool of facred wifdom taught 
Tp J'cad his wondeisi \u v<ho& ihought the v 
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Fair as it is, exifted ere it was. 
Not for its own fake merely, but for his 
Much more who fafhionM it, he gives it praife ; 
Praife, that, from earth refulting as it ought, 
To earth's acknowledged fovVeign, finds at once 
Its only juft proprietor in Him. 
The foul that fees him, or receives fublim'd. 
New Eiculties, or learns at lead t' employ 
More worthily the pow'rs {he ownM before, 
Bifcems in all things, what, with (tupid gaze 
Of ignorance, till then flie overlookVl— - 
A ray of heavenly light, gilding all forms 
Terreftrial in the vad and the minute 9 
The unambiguous footfteps of the God 
Who gives its luftre to an infedt^s wingt 
And wheels his throne upon the rolling worlds. 
Afuch converfant with heaven, (he often holds 
With thofe fair minillers of light to maoy 
l^^hat fill the ^es nightly with fiient pomp, 
CSvrect conference. Inquires what drains were they 
■ -^ith which heav'n rang, when ev'ry ftar, in haftc 
t^o gratuiate the new created earth, 

•Qt forth a voice, and all the fons of God 
jf^^oted for joy.— " I'ell me, ye fhining hofts, 
That navigate a fea tliat knows no ftorms, 
Beneath a vault unfuilied with a cloudt 



«( 
« 
(( 

<6 
C< 
«< 
<t 

4( 
«< 
4( 
«< 
« 
<( 
tt 
it 



Have reach'd this nether world, ye fpy a 
Favour'd as ours ; tranfgreflbrs from the ^ 
And hafting to a grave, yet doom'd to ri 
And to pofTefs a brighter heav'n than you 
As one, who, long detain 'd on foreign fh 
Pants to return, and when he fees afar 
His country's weather- bleach'd and battel 
From the green wave emerging, darts an 
Radiant with joy towards the happy land ; 
So 1 with animated hopes behold, 
And many an aching wi(h, your beamy fii 
That Ihow like beacons in the blue abyfs, 
Ordain'd to guide th' embodied fpirit hono 
From toilfome life to never-ending reft. 
I^ove kindles as I gaze. I feel defires 
That give affurance of their own fuccefs. 
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VRth means that were not till by thee employ'd. 
Worlds that had never been hadfl thou in (farength 
Been lefi, or iefs benevolent than ftrong. 
They are thy witnefles, who fpeak thy powV 
And goodnefs infinite, but fpeak in ears 
That hear not» or receive not their report. 
In ¥ain thy creatures teflify of thee 
Till thou proclaim thyfelf. Theirs is indeed 
i A teaching voice ; but 'tis die praife of thine 
' That whom it teaches it makes prompt to learn. 
And with the boon gives talents for its ufe. 
^PtU thou art heard, imaginations vain 
Poflefi the hearty and fables fklfe as hell ; 
^et, deemM oracular, lure down to death 
X^ uniaformM and heedlefs fouls of men. 
We give to chance, blind chance, ourfelves as bHnd^ 
i ^He glory of thy work ; which yet appears 
[ «^erfed and tmimpeachable of blanie, 
Challenging human fcnitiny, and proved 
^Thcn fkilful moft when moft feverely judgM. 

t chance is not ^ or is not where tliou reigned : 
Thy providence forbids that fickle pow'r 
If powV {tit he that works bat to confound) 
o mix her wild vagaries with tliy laws. 
^t thus we dote, refufing while we caa 
^ftrudlion^ and inventing to ourfelves 



Thy purity, till pure as thou art pure ; 
Made fuch by thee, we love thee for th: 
For which we fhunn'd and hated thee b 
Then we are free. Then liberty, like 
Breaks on the foul, and by a flafb from 
Fires all the faculties with glorious joy. 
A voice is heard that mortal ears hear i 
Till thou haft touch'd them i ^tis the vi 
A loud hofanna fent from all thy works 
Vv hich he that hears it with a (hout re| 
And adds his rapture to the genVal prst 
In that bleft moment. Nature, throwxn] 
Her veil opaque^ diiclofes with a fmile 
The Author of her beauties, who, retii 
Behind his own creation, works unfeen 
By the impure, and hears his pow'r der 
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i ftrength to fufFer, and his will to fenre. 
: oh thou bounteous Giver of all goo^t 
jg art of ail thy gifts thyfelf the crown ! 
e what thou canftt without thee we are poor; 
d with thee rich, take what thou wilt away. 
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ARGUMENT OF THE SIXTH BOOK. 

Bells at a dijlance. — Their efftS, — A fine turn 
vf inter, — A Jheltered walk.-'-^Meditalion better t 
books. '■^Our familiarity with the courfe of aai 
makes it appear lefs wonderful than it is.^-^The tn 
formation thatfpring effeSs in ajhrvbbery defended, 
ji mijiake concerning the courfe of nature correSed* 
God maintains it by an unremitted aS.'^-tbe am 
ntents fafhionable at this hour of the day reproved* 
Animals happy y a delightful Jtght '■-^Origin of em 
to animals.'— That it is a great crime proved Jf 
fcripturc-^^That proof illufirated by a taIi»fA I 
drawn ybet ween the lawful and unlawful deftrwSki^ 
them.'— Their good and ufeful properties in^fteit^ 
Apdogy for the encomiums bejlowed by the m^ 
animals.— Inflances of man^A extravagant prdp 
man. — The groans of the creation Jhall have an td* 
A view taken of the refloraiion of all thingir^ 
invocation and an invitation of Him whojhatl M| 
to pafs, — The retired man vindicated from tiedfi 
pf ufe/efnefs.'mmCQttclufion, 
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WINTER WALK AT NOON. 

In (buls a lympathy with foaads ; 
t mind 18 pitch'dy the ear is pleated 
og air8» or maitialt bnfk» or grave s 
] in ufiifon with what we hear 
within us» and the heart replies 
le mufic of thofe village be]ls» 
itervals upon the ear 
fweeti now dying all away, 
g loud again, and louder (till, 
saorous, as the gale comes on ! 
brce it opens all the cells 
iVy flept. Wherever I have heard 
melodyi the fcetxe recurs, 
R 2 



'The task. 

ith it all its pleafures and its pains. 
omprehenliTe views the fpirit takesy 
.n a few fhort moments I retrace 
.n a map the voyager his courfe) 
windings of my way through many years, 
rt as in retro^d the journey feems^ 
eemM not always ihort ; the nigged path, 
id profpe^ eft fo dreary and forlorn, 
oy*d many a (igh at its difheart'ning length, 
et, feeling prefent evils, while the paft 
aintly imprefs the mind, or not at all. 
How readily we wifh time fpent revok'd. 
That we might try the ground again, where once 
;( Through Inexperience, as we now perceive) 
We mifs'd that happinefs we might have found ! 
Some friend is gone, perhaps his fon's bed friend! 
A father, whofe authority, in (how 
When mod feverc, and mud'ring all its force, 
Was but the graver countenance of love ! 
Whofe favour, like the clouds of fpring, might Ic 
And utter now and then an awful voice. 
But had a blefling in its darkcfl frown. 
Threatening at once and nourifliing the plant. 
We lov'd, but not enough, the gentle hand 
That rear'd us. At a thoughtlefs age, allur' 
By evVy gilded folly, we renounc'd 
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!is fhelt'ring fide, aod wilfully forewent 
hat conrerfe which we now in vain regret, 
[ow gladly would the man recall to life 
he boy's oegledled fire ! a mother too, 
hat fofter friend, perhaps more gladly ftill, 
Gght he demand them at the gates of death. 
orrow has, fince they went, fiibdu'd and tam'd 
"be playful humour ; he could now endure 
riimfelf grown fober in the vale of tears) 
jod feel a parent's prefence no redraint. 
pt not to underftand a tr eaiure's jyorth 
ill time has ftol'n away the flighted fioqdj 
caafe ofV ^lf the povert y we feel, 
Bd m akes the world the wildernefs it is. 
be few that pray at all pray oft amifs, 
nd, (eduBg grace t' improve the prize they holdf 
euld urge a wifer fuit than aiking more. 

The night was winter in his rougheft mood ; 

le morning (harp and clear. But now at noon^ 

loo the foutliern fide of the flant hills, 

id where the woods fence off the northern blaf?^ 

le feafbn finiles, refigning all its rage, 

ad has the warmth of May. The vault is blue 

ithout a cloud, and white without a (peck 

le dazzling (plendour of the fccne below. 

»3 



Wffff 



H^^' 



iBb THE T * a K 

Again the harmony comes o'er th< 
And through the tree* I view th' < 
WhcDCe all the muGc. I again pi 
The Toothing influence of the waf 
And fettle in foft mnfings aa I tre 
The walk, Aill verdant, under oak 
Whofe outfpread branchei overarc 
The roof, though nioTeable throu 
Aa the wind fways it, has yet we 
And, intercepting in their fileot fi 
The frequent flakes has kept a pat 
^o noife is here, or none that hii 
The red-brcaft warbles ftill, but i; 
AVicb flender notes, and more th; 
Pleas'd with his folitude, and fliti 
From fpray to fpray, where'er he 
Trom many a twig the pendent dr 
That tinkle in the wither'd leaves 
Scilinefs. accompanied with found 
Charms more than lilence. Med 
May think down hours to momen 
May give an uTeful leCop to the hi 
And learning wtfer grow withoat 
'Knowledge and wifdom, far from 
H:tve oft-times no connedlion. ] 
\a ticadi replete with thoughts of 
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Wifdoin in minds attentive to their own. - 

Knowledge, a rude unprofitable mafs. 

The mere materials with which wifdom builds. 

Till fmooth'd and fquar'd, and fitted to its place. 

Does but encumber whom it feems t' enrich. 

Knowledge is proud that he has leamM fb much ; 

^iQom is humble that he knows no more. 

Books ire not feldom talifmans and fpells, 

By which the magic art of fhrewder wits 

Holds an unthinking multitude enthrall'd. 

Some to the fafcination of a name 

SiuTcnder judgment, hood-wink'd. Some the (lyle 

Infatuates,' and through labyrinths and wilds 

Of error leads them by a tune tntranc'd. 

MThile floth fcduccs more, too weak to bear • 

Xhe infupportable fatigue of thought, 

*Aod fwallowing, therefore, without paufe or choicej 

7he total grift unfifted, hufks and all. 

^t trees, and rivulets whpfe rapid courfe 

l^efies the check of winter, haunts of deer. 

And fheep-walks populous with bleating lambs. 

And Janes in which the primrofe ere her time 

creeps through the mofs that clothes the hawthorn root> 

Deceive no ftudent. Wifdom there, and truth, 

Sfoc (hvy as in the worlds and to be wo« 
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By flow folicitation, feize at once 

The roving thought, and fix it on themfelves. 

What prodigies can Pow'r Divine perform 
More grand than it produces year by year* 
And all in fight of inattentive man ? 
Familiar with th^ cffe^ we flight the caufe» 
And, in the con (Ian cy of nature's courfe^ 
The regular return of genial mopths^ , 

And renovation of a faded world, 
Sec nought to wonder at. Should God agaios 
As once in Gibeon, interrupt the race 
Of the undeviating and pun6tual fun, 
How would the world admire ! but fpeaks it Icfs 
An agency divine, to make him know 
His moment when to fink and when to rife. 
Age after age, than to arrefl his courfe ? 
All we behold is miracle ; but, feen 
So dul}', all is miracle in vain. 
Where now the vital energy that mov*d^ 
While fummer was, the pure and fubtile lymph 
Through th* imperceptible meand'ring veins> 
OF leaf and flow'r? It fleeps; and th' icy touch 
Of unprolific winter has imprefs'd 
A colli llagnation on tli' intcftine tide. 
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let the months go round, a few (hort months, 
[ all (hall be reftor'd. Thefe naked fhoots, 
en as lances, among which the wind 
Lcs wintry mufic, fighing as it goes, 

I put their graceful foliage on again, 

i, more afpiring, and with ampler fpread, 

II boafl: new charms, and more than they have loft. 
;n, each in its peculiar honors clad, 

11 publifh, even to the didant eye, 
family and tribe. Laburnum, rich 
Ireaming gold ; fyringa, iv'ry pure ; 
! fcented and the fcentlefs rofe ; this red, 
1 of an humbler growth, the * other tall, 
1 throwing up into the darked gloom 
aeighbVing cyprefs, or more fable yew, 
■ fil?er globes, light as the foamy furf 
t the wind fevers from the broken wave ; 
iilacy various in array, now white, 
/ (adguine, and her beauteous head now fet 
h parple fpikes pyramidal, as if 
ioiis of ornament, yet unrefolv'd 
ch hue (he moft approved, (he chofe them all ; 
ous of flow'rs, the woodbine, pale and wan, 
well compenfating her (ickly looks 
1 never-cloying odours, early and late;. 

♦ The Guelder-rofc, 
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Hvpericum, ?.11 bloom, fo thick a fwarra 

Of flowVs, like flies, clothing her fiender rods, 

That fcarce a leaf appears ; mezerion, too, 

Though leaflefs, well attir'd, and thick befct 

With hlafiiing wreaths, invefling ev'ry Ipray ; 

Altl.aca with the purple eye ; the broom. 

Yellow and bright, as bullion unalloyM, 

Her b'ofToms ; and, luxuriant above all, 

The jafmine, throwing wide her elegant fwccts, 

The deep dark green of whofe unvarnifii'd leaf 

Makes more confpicuous, and illumines more 

The bright profufion of her fcatter'd ftars.— 

Thefe have been, and thefe (hall be in their diyi 

And all this uniform, uocolour'd fceney 

Shall be difmantled of its fleecy load. 

And flufli into variety again. 

From dearth to plenty, and from death to lifef 

Is Nature's progrefs, when flie ledlures man 

In heav'nly truth ; evincing, as (he makes 

The grand tranfition, that there lives and worki 

A foul in all things, and that foul is God. j 

The beauties of the wildcrnefs are his, J 

That make fo gay the folitary place 

Where no eye fees them. And the fairer fonW 

That cultivation glories in, arc his. 

He fets the briglit proccflion on its way^ 
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And marihals all the order of the year ; 

He marks the bounds which winter may not pafs, 

And blunts his pointed fiiry ; in its cafe, 

Ruflet and rude* folds np the tender germ. 

Uninjured, with inimitable art ; 

And, ere one flow'ry feafbn £ides and dies, 

Defigns the blooming wonders of the next. 

Some (ay, that, in the origin of things^ 
^hen all creation darted into birth. 
The infant elements received a law, 
I*rom which they fwcrvM not (ince. That under force 
Of that controuling ordinance they more. 
And need not his immediate hand, who firfl 
I^relcrib'd their courfe, to regulate it now. 
I^bus dream they, and contrive to fave a God 
I*h' incumbrance of his own concerns, and (pare 
I*he great artificer of all that moves 
t*l)e (fa^fs of a continual z&, the pain j 
^f unremitted vigilance and care, 
I9 too laborious and fevere a talk. 
^ loan, the moth, is not afraid, it feems, 
o /pan omnipotence, and meafure might, 
iiat knows no meafure, by t!ie fcanty rule 
itxd Aandard of his own, that is to day, 
>JOd is not ere to-morrew's fun go do\vtv\ 
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But how fhould matter occupy a charge 
Dull as it is, and (atisfy a law 
So vafl in its demands, unlefs impell'd 
To ceafelefs fervice by a ceafelefs force. 
And under prelTure of fome confcious cauf 
The Lord of all, himfelf through all dilRi! 
Sufhiins, and is the life of all that lives. 
Nature is but a name for an effed, 
Whofe caufe. is God. He feeds the fecre 
By which the mighty procefs is raaintainM 
Who deeps not, is m>t weary ; in whofe fi) 
S]ow*circling ages are as tranfient days ; 
Whofe work is without labour ; whofe deli 
No flaw deforms, no difHculty thwarts ; 
And whofe beneficence no charge exiiauds 
Him blind antiquity profan'd, not fervid. 
With feif-taught rites, and under various n; 
Female and male, Pomona, Pales, Pan, 
And Flora, and Vertumnus ; peopling earl 
With tutelary goddcfles and gods 
That wer^ not ; and commending, as they 
To each fome province, garden, field, or ^ 
But all are under one. One fpirit — His 
Who wore the platted thorns with bleedii 
Rules univerial nature. Not a fiow'r 
But fliows fome touch, in freckle, flreak, ( 



K VI. TBE WIMTER WALK AT NOON. I93 

his unrivall'd pencil. He infpires 
sir balmy odours^ and imparts their hues, 
d bathes their eyes with ne^r, and includes, 
grains as countlefs as the fea-(ide fands, 
e forms with which he fprinkles all the earth, 
ppy who walks with him ! whom what he finds 
flavour or of fcent in fruit or flow'r, 
what he views of beautiful or grand 
oatare» firom the broad majeftic oak 
» the green blade that twinkles in the fun, 
ompts with remembrance of a prefent God ! 
3 preiencet who made all fo fair, perceiv'd, 
akes all (till £iirer. As with him no fcene 
dreary, fo with him all feafbns pleafe. 
lOQgh winter had been none, had man been true, 
id earth be punifh'd for its tenant's fake, 
t not in vengeance ; as this fmiling fky, 
fbon fucceeding fuch an angry night, 
id thefe difTolving fnows, and this clear dream 
cov'ring fad its liquid muGc, prove. 

IfVhOy then, that has a mind well (Irung and tun'd 
contemplation, and within his reach 
fcene fb friendly to his favVite talk, 
»iild wade attention at the chequerM beardi 
I ho ft of wooden warriors to and fro 

Qh, II. 8 
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Marching and counteraiarckingy widi an eye 
As fix'd as marble^ with a forehead ridg'd 
And furrowM into ilormsy and with a hand 
Trembling, as if eternity were hung 
In balance of his condoft of a pin ?— 
Nor envies he aught more their idle ^KMt, 
Who pant with application n)iia[^Iied 
To trivial toys, and, pufhing ir'ry baUs 
Acrofs the velvet level, fieel a joy 
A kin to rapture when the bawUe finds 
Its deftinM goal, of difficult accefi.-— 
Nor deems he wifer him, who gives his nooa 
To mifs, the mercer^s plague, firom (hop to fli 
Wand'ring, and Htt'ring with unfolded filks 
The polifli'd counter, and approving none. 
Or promifing with fmiles to call again.— 
Nor him, who by his vanity feducM, 
And footh'd into a dream that he difcems 
The difference of a Guido from a daub. 
Frequents the crowded auftion : (lation'd th^ 
As duly as the Langford of the /how, 
With glafs at eye, and catalogue in hand, 
^nd tongue accomplifh'd in the fulfome cant 
And pedantry that coxcombs learn with eale; 
Oft as the price-deciding hammer fells 
He iiotes it in his book^ then raps his boi^ 
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vears 'tis a bargain^ nuls at his hard fate 
bat he has let it pafs— but never bids ! 

Here, unmolefted, through whatever fign 
he fun proceeds, I wander. Neither miftf 
or freezing iky, eor fultry^ checking me, 
or (hunger intermeddling with my joy. 
T*n in the fprtng and play-time of the year, 
hat calls th' unwonted villager abroad 
r^h all her little ones, a fportive train» 

gather king-cnps io the yellow mead, 

nd prink their hair with daiiies, or to pick 

^ cheap bat wholeforae iailad from the brook. 

kfe /hades are aU my owd. The tim'rous hare» 

fown b &miKar with her frequent guefl, 

3rce fiuins me; and the {lock-dove, unalarmM^ 

ts cooing in the pine-tree, nor fuipends 

ii long lov&ditty for my near approach. 

nwD from his refuge in fome lonely elm 

lat age or injury his hollow'd deep, 

here, on hb bed of wool and matted leaves* 

; has outflept the winter, ventures forth . 

1 frilk awhile, and baik in the warm fun, 
e fquirrel, flippant, pert, and full of play : 
r fees me, and Sit once, fwift as a bird, 

xnds the Dcighb*ring beech ; there whifka bv&Vyc>;i^^ 

s 2 
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And perks his ears, and (lamps and fcolds aloud^ 
With all tlie prettinefs of feign*d alarm, 
Acd anger infigniiicaDtly fierce. 

The heart is hard in nature, and unfit 
For human fcirowfhip, as being void 
Of fympathy, and therefore dead alike 
To love and friendfhip both, that is not pleas'd 
Witli fight of animals enjoying life. 
Nor feels their happineis augment his own. 
The bounding fawn, that darts acrofs the glade 
When none purfues, through mere delight of heartf 
And fpirits buoyant with ezcefs of glee ; 
The horfe as wanton, and almoft as fleet. 
That fkims the fpacious meadow at full fpeed, 
Th'^n (lops and fnorts, and throwing high his bed^ 
Starts to the voluntary race again ; 
The very kine that gambol at high noon. 
The total herd receiving firft from one 
That leads the dance a fummons to be gay. 
Though wild their flrange vagaries, and uncouth 
Their efTorts, yet refolv'd with one confent 
I'o give fuch adt an utt'rance as they may 
To eclbfy too big to be fupprefs'd— - 
Thefe, and a thoufand images of blifs, 
Witli which kind nature graces ev'ry fcene 
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rhere cruel man defeats not her defign, 
npart to the benevolent, who wifh 
.11 that are capable of pleafure pleased, 
. hr fuperior happinefs to theirs, 
lie comfort of a reafonable joy. 

Man fcarce had ns^n obedient to his call 
IHio form'd him from the dufl» his future grave* 
in>en he was crown'd as never king was fioce. 
iod fet the diadem upon iiis head, 
bid angel choirs attended. Wond'rmg flood 
rhe new-made monarch, while before him pafs'd, 
UI happy, and all perfe^ in their kind, 
^ creatures, fomm'onM from their various haunts 
ft iee their fovVeign, and confefs bis fway. 
ft was his empire, abfolute his pow'r, 
bounded only by a law, whofe force 
as bis fublimeft privilege to feel 
own— 4he law of univerfal love, 
il'd with meeknefs, they obey*d with joy ; 
uel purpofe lurkM within his heart, 
o diflrufl of his intent in theirs. 
;n was a fcene of harmlefs fjK)rt» 
kindnefs on liis part who ruPd the whole' 
tranquil confidence in all» 
r as yet was not, nor caufe for feat. 
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But (in marr'd all ; and the revolt of man, 
'l\,dt fource of evils cot exhaufted yet* 
Was punifhM with revolt of his from him. 
Garden of God, how terrible the change 
Tiiy groves and lawns then witnefs'd! Ev'ry hem 
Each animal of evVy name, conceiv'd 
A j'.aloufy and an inftinAive fear. 
And, confcious of feme danger, either fled 
Precipitate the loath'd abode of man. 
Or growl'd defiance in fuch angry fort, 
y\s tau;;ht him, too, to tremble in his tura. 
Tims harmony and family accord 
Were driv'n from Paradife ; and in that hour 
Tiic feeds of cruelty, that fince have fwelPd 
'J'o fuch gigantic and enormous growth. 
Were fown in human nature's fruitful foil. 
Ilcncc date the pcrfccution and the pain 
'i'liat man inflicts on all inferior kinds, 
KcgarJlefs of their plaints. To make him Ipoitf 
To gratify the frenzy of his wrath, 
Or his bafe gluttony, are caufe^ good 
And jufl. in his account, why bird and beaft 
Should fuffer torture, and the ftrearos be dyed 
With blood of their inhabitants impal'd. 
£arth gioans beneath the burden of a war 
yVag'd with deftnctkfs innocence, wfeilc he. 
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isfied to prey on all around, 
enfold bitternefs to death by pangs 
l$f and iird torments ere he devours, 
ippieft they that occupy the fcenes 
)ft remote from his abhorr'd refort, 
once, as delegate of God on earth, 
nur'd, and, as his perfed image, lov'd. 
ildernefs is theirs, with all its caves, 
low glens, its thickets, and its plains, 
:d by man. There they are free, 
)wl and roar as likes them, uncontroulM j 
: his leave to dumber or to play. 
I the tyrant, if he dare intrude 
the confines of their wild domain ! 
n tells him—I am monarch here— 
- he fpare him, fpares him on the terms 
il mexcy, and through genVous fcom 
d a vi^m trembling at his foot. 
Pure, as by force of inflin A drawn, 
leceiEty conflrain'd, they live 
lent upon man ; thofe in his fields, 
.t his crib, and fome beneath his roof. 
rove too often at how dear a rate 
I protection.-— Witnefs at his foot 
miel dying for fome venial fault, 
jiffeftion of the knotted fcourgc— 
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Witnefs the patient ox, with ftripei and ytHi 
Driv'n to the flaughter, goaded, as he runs» 
To madnefs ; while the favage at his heels 
Laughs at the frantic fuff'rer's &ry, fpent 
Upon the guikleft paffenger o'erthrowo. 
He, too, is witnefsy noblefl of the train 
That wait on man, the fligh^performing horle: 
With unfufpefting readinefs he takes 
His murdVer on his back, and, pufh'd all day* 
With bleeding (ides and flanks that heave for li&i 
To the far-diftant goal, arrives and dies. 
So litde mercy (hows who needs fo much ! 
Does law, fo jealous in the caufe of maOf 
Denounce no doom on the delinquent ?— Noae; 
He lives, and o'er his brimming beaker boa(b 
(As if barbarity were high defert) 
Th' inglorious feat, and, clamorous in praife 
Of the poor brute, feems wifely to fuppofe 
The honours of his matchlefs horfe his own! 
But many a crime, deemM innocent on earthy 
Is regiderM in heav'n; and thefe, no doubt. 
Have each their record, with a curfe annex'd. 
Man may difmifs comp&lfion from his hearty 
But God will never. When he charged the Jew 
T' afllft his foe's down-fallen bsaft to rife ; 
And when the bu(h-exp!oring boy, that feiz*d 
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The youDgy to let the pareot^bird go free ; 

Prov'd he not plainly that his meaner works 

Are yet his care, and have an intVeftfall, 

All, in the univerfal Father's love ? 

On Nbahy and in him on all mankind. 

The charter was conferr'd, by which we hold 

The flefh of animals in fee, and claim 

0*er all we feed on powV of life and death. 

2iit read the inftrument, and mark it well : 

Th* opprelHon of a tyrannous controid 

Can find no warrant there. Feed, then, and yield 

^Thanks for thy food. Carnivorous through fin, 

Teed on the ilain, but fpare the living brute ! 

The Governor of all, himfelf to all 
-So bountiful, in whofe attentive ear 
^he unfledgM- raven and the lion's whelp 
S^icad not in vain for pity on the pangs 
Of hanger unaiTuagM, has interposM, 
W^ot feldom, his avenging arm, to fmite 
X*b^ injurious trampler upon nature^s law, 
^liat claims forbearance even for a brute. 
K^e hates the hardnefs of a Balaam's heart ; 
^nd, prophet a& he was, he might not fir ike 
Xlw blamelefs animal, without rebuke, 
Db which h^ rode. Her opportune offence 
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SavM hiiTi) or th' unrelenting feer had died. 

He fees that human equity is flack 

To interfere, though in fo juft a caufe'; 

And makes the tafk his own. Infpinng dumb 

And helplefs vidlims with a (enfe fo keen 

Of inj'ry, with fuch knowledge of their ftrengthi 

And fuch fagacity to take revenge. 

That oft the beafl has feemM to judge the man. 

An ancienti not a legendary tale, 

£y one of found intelligence rehearsed, 

(If fuch who plead for Providence may feem 

In modem eyes) (hall make the do^rioe clear.— 

Where England, ftretchM towards tlie fetting b 
Narrow and long, o'erlooks the weftern' wafCf 
Dwelt young Mifagathus ; a fcorner he 
Of God and goodnefs, atheift in oftenty 
Vicious in a£t, in temper (avage-ilerce. 
He journeyM ; and his chance was as he went 
To join a traveller, of far diffVent note^ — 
Evander, fam'd for piety, for years 
Deferving honour, but for wifdom-more* 
Fame had not left tlie venerable man 
A (Iranger to the manners of tlie youtli, 
Whofe face, too, was familiar to his view. 
Their way was on the margin of the landt 
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J green, fammit of the rocks, whofe bafc 
ick the roaring furge, fcarce heard fo high, 
jity that warm'd his heart was movM 

of the man-monder. With a fmilc 

and afFabiey and full of grace, 

ul of- ofieDding whom he wifhM 

» perfaade, he plied his ear with truths 

fhly thundered forth or rudely prcfs'd, 

e his purpofe, gracious, kind, and fweet, 

loft thou dream ,'^ th' impenetrable man 

'd, ^ that me the lullabies of age, 

antafies of dotards, fuch as thou, 

beat, or move a moment's fear in me ? 

DOW the proof I give thee, that the brave 

no fuch aids as fuperflition lends 

lel their hearts againft the dread of death," 

e, and to the precipice at hand 

vith a madman's fiiry* Fancy (brinks, 

blood thrills and curdles, at the thought 

a gulf as he dcfign'd his grave, 
lugh the felon on his back could dare 
iidfal leap, more rational, his fteed 

the death, and wheeling fwiftly round, 
iiis hoof had prefs'd the crumbling verge, 
lis rider, favM againfl his will! 
zy of the brain may be rcdrcfe'd 
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By mcdVine well applied, but without grace 
The heart's inlanity admits no cure. 
EnragM the more, by what might hare reformM 
His horrible intent, again he fought 
Dedni^lion, with a zeal to be deftroy'd. 
With founding whip, and rowels dyed in blood. 
But dill in vain. The Providence, that meant 
A longer date to the hr nobler bead, 
Spaf'd yet again th' ignobler, for his fake. 
And now, his prowefs proved > and his (Jncere 
Incurable obduracy evinc'd, 
His rage grew cool ; and, pleasM perhaps t' hafectf 
So cheaply the renown of that attempt. 
With looks of fome complacence he refnmM 
His road, deriding much the blank amaze 
Of good Evander, flili where he was left 
FixM motion lefs, and petrified with dread. 
So on they far'd. Difcourfe on other themes 
Enfuing, feem'd t' obliterate the paft ; 
And, tamer far for fo much fury fhown, 
(As is the courfe of rafh and fiery men) 
The rude companion fmil'd, as if transform'd* 
But 'twas a tranfient calm. A dorm was near, 
An unfufpe6l:^d dorm. His hour was come. 
The impious challenger of Pow'r Divine 
Was now to learn, that Heav'n, though flow W^ 
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never with impunity defied, 
[is horie, as he had caught his maker's moodi 
norting, and flaiting into fudden rage, 
nbidden, and not now to be controul'd» 
ofli'd to the difipy and, having reachM it, ftood. 
.t once the fhock undated him : he flew 
beer o'er the craggy barrier ; and, immers'd 
kep in the flood, found, when he fi}ught it not, 
he death he had defervM — and died alone I 
God wrought double judice ; made the fool 
he viAim of his own tremendous choice, 
od taught a brute the way to fafe revenge. 

I would not enter on my lid of friends 
Though graced with polifh'd manners and fine fenfe,- 
et wanting (enfibility) the man 
^ho needlefsly fets foot upon a worm. 
>Q inadvertent ftep may crufh the fnail 
hat crawls at evening in the public path ; 
ut be that has humanity, forewarn'd, 
^ill tread afide, and let the reptile live. 
he creeping vermin, loathfome to the light, 
>od chai^^d perhaps with venom, that intrudes^ 
' vifitor unwelcome, into fcenes 
^red to neatnefs and repofe — th' alcovci 
*he chanaJberj or refectory — may die : 

▼OL, II. • T 
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A neceiTary aft id cars no blane. 
Not foi when held within their proper bounds^ 
And guiltlefs of offence, they range the ur, - 
Or take their paftime in the fpacious field : 
There they are privilegM; and he that hunts 
Or harms them there is guilty of a wrongs 
DIflurbs th' economy of nature's realm» 
Who, when (he form'd, dedgn'd them an abode. 
The fum is this. — If man's convenience, health, 
Or fafety, interfere, his rights and claims 
Are paramount, and muft extinguifh theirs. 
Elfe they are all — the meanefl things that are— • 
As free to live, and to enjoy that life. 
As God was free to form them at the firfly 
Who, in his fov'reign wifdom, made them all. 
Ye, therefore, who love mercy, teach your (bas 
To love it 100. The fpring-time of our years 
Is foon diihonourM and defil'd in raoft 
By budding ills, that afk a prudent hand 
To check them. But, alas 1 none fooner Ibotf-h 
If unreflrain'd, into luxuriant growth. 
Than cruelty, mod icv'lini of them all. 
Mercy to him that fhows it, is the rule 
And righteous limitation of its a6t» 
By which Heav'n moves in pard'ning guilty miBy 
And he that (hews none^ being ripe in j^Vh 
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^nd confcioQS of the outrage he commitSt 
^hall feek ity and not find it in his turn. 

Diflingui(hM much by reafon, and ftill more 
By our capacity of grace divine, 
F*rom creatures that exift but for our fake, 
^Thich, having ferv'd us, perifh, we are held 
^countable ; and God, fome future day, 
CVill reckon with us roundly for th' abufe 
3f what he deems no mean or trivial trud. ' 
Superior as we are, they yet depend 
Wot more on human help than we on thein. 
Fheir (Irength, or fpeed, or vigilance, were givHi 
b aid of our defedb. In fome are (bond 
Such teachable and apprehenfive parts, 
rhat man's attainments in his own conc^ems, 
^tchM with th' expertnefs of the brutes in theirs, 
^reoft-^imes vanqui(h'd and thrown far behind. 
Some (how that nice fagacity of fmell, 
hr^ read with fuch difcemment, in the port 
^u figure of the man, his fecret aim, 
^hat oft we owe our (afety to a (kill ' 
^e could not teach, and muft defpair to leant. 
But learn we might, if not too proud to (loop 
Fo quadruped inftrudlors, many a good 
^d nfefnl -quality, and virtue too, 
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Fidelity, that neither bribe nor threat 
Can move or warp; and gratitude for fmall 
And trivial favours, lafting as the lifei 
AnJ glifl'niog even in the dying eye. 

I 

Man praifes man. Defert in arts or arms 
Wins public honour ; and ten thouiand fit 
Patiently prefent at a facred fongy 
Commemoration-mad ; content to hear 
(Oh wonderful effedt of mufic's powV!) 
Messiah's eulogy for Handel's fake ! 
But lefs, methinks, than facrilege might ferre- 
(For, was it lefs ? what heathen would ha?e d 
To drip Jove's ftatue of his oaken wreath. 
And hang it up in honour of a man ?) 
Much lefs might ferve, when all that we defigi 



THE WIMT£R WALK AT NOOM* 20f 

fo divine* remember too 

mod holy book from whom it came 
er meanty was never usM before, 
'rum out the mem'ry of a man. 
i ! — the roufe perhaps is too fevere ; 
th a gravity beyond the lize 
afure of th' offence, rebukes a deed 
)ious thaa abfurd, and owing more 
; of judgment than to wrong defign« 
e chapel of old Ely Houfcy 
and^ring Charles^ who meant to be the Thirdy 
1 from William* and the news was frefh, 
pie clerk, but loyal, did announce, 
i did rear right merrily, two ftaves» 
the praife and glory of king George ! 
praifet roan ; and Garrick^s mem'ry next, 
me hath fomewhat mellowM it, and made 
I of our worihip while he liv'd 
I of our idolatry once more, 
ve its altar ; and the world (hall go 
mage to bow before his ihrine. 
atrc, too fmall, ihall fuffbcate 
;z'd contents, and more than it admits 
h at their exduiion, and return 
led* For there fome' noble lord 
iff his (houldera with king RichatA'^ VslUiOa^ 
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Or wrap himfelf in Hamlet^s inky cloak. 
And (Irut, and florni» and ftraddle, fiamp, and &l 
To ihow the world how Garrick did not a6t— 
For Garrick was a wordiipper himfelf; 
He drew the Kturgy» and iramM the rites 
And folemn cerenionial of the day. 
And call'd the world to worfhip on the banks 
Of Avon, famM in (bng. Ah, pleafant proof 
That piety has ftill in human hearts 
Some place, a fpark or two not yet extinft. 
The mulb'ry-tree was hung with blooming wreaths; 
The mulb'ry-tree flood centre of the dance; 
The mulb'ry-tree was hymn'd with dulcet airs ; 
And from his touchwood trunk the mulb^ry-tice 
Supplied fuch relics as devotion holds 
Still facred, and preferves with pious care. 
So 'twas an hallow'd time : decorum reign'dy 
And mirth without oflFence. No few returoMf 
Doubtlefs, much edified, and all refrefhM. 
— Man praifes man. The rabble, all alive. 
From tippling benches, celLvs, flails, and ftyes. 
Swarm in the flreets. The fiatefman of the daji 
A pompous and flow-moving pageant, comes* 
Some fhout him, and fome hang upon his car, 
To gaze in 's eyes, and blefs him. Maidens wafQ 
'J.l}€ir 'kerchiefs, and old women weep for joy; 
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: others, aot fo fatisfied, unhorfe 
;ilded equipage, and, turning loofe 
eeds, ufurp a place they well deferve. 
' what has charm'd them ? Hath he favM theftate ? 
Doth he purpofe its falvation ? No. 
iDting novelty, that moon at fuN, 
Bndl out ev*ry crevice of the head 
is not found and perfe<St, hath in theirs 
^ht this diflurbance. But the wane is neaft 
lis own cattle mufl fuf&cc him foon. 
idly do we wade the breath of praifby 
ledicate a tribute, in its iife 
uft diredtioo facred, to a thing 
'd to the dud, or lodg'd already there ! 
liura in old time was poet's work ; 
oets having lavifhly long fince 
(led all materials of the art, 
(k now falls into the public hand ; 
]f contented with an humble theme, 
>o«r*d my dream of panegyric down 
.le of nature, where it creeps, and winds 
f her lovely works with a fecure 
lambittous courfe, reflecting clear, 
the virtues, yet the worth of brutes. 
am recompensed, and deem the toils "^ 

try not loft, -if vcrfc of miiw 
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But. when a poet, or when onr tike me, 
Happy to rove among poetic flowVsy 
Though poor in fkill to rear them, lights at lad 
'On fome fair theme, fome theme divinely fair, 
&ch 19 <the impulfe and the fjpur he feels 
TCo give it praife proportioned to its worth, 
^%at not t' attempt it, arduous as he deems 
~^%e labour, were a tafk more arduous ftiU. 

t Oh fcenes furpaffing fable, and yet true, 

^Scenes of accomplHh'd blifs ! which who can fee, 
jUiough but in diftant profpedt, and not feel 
foul refrefhM with foretafte of the joy? 
iivers of gladnefs water all the earth, 

ddhe all climes with beauty; the reproach 
barrennefs is pad. The fruitful field 
(hs with abundance ; and the land, once lean« 
fertile only in its own difgrace, 
ilts to fee its thiftiy curfe repeal'd. 
various fcafons woven into one, 
that one feafon an eternal spring, 
garden fears no biight, and needs no fence, 
there is none to covet, all are full. 
lion, and the libbard, and the bear 
s. with the fearlefs flocks ; all bafk at Dooa 
[cthcr^ pr all gambol in the (had^ 
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>: tht finsc rroTC, and drink one common flreai 
ir.:ipatr.i« ar* r. jnr. No foe to man 
Lurks in the ftrpent now : the mother fees, 
Acd fmiles to fee, h^r icfart's playful hand 
Strstch'd fonh to daily with the crefted woroif 
To ftroke his azure neck, or to receive 
The lambent homage of his arrowy tongue. 
All creatures worfhip man, and all mankind 
One Lord, one Father. Error has no place : 
That creeping peflilence is driven away ; 
The breath of Heav'n has chas'd it. In the ha 
No pafEon touches a difcordant fbing. 
But all is harmony and love. Difcafe 
Is not : the pure and uncontaro'nate Uood 
Holds its due courfe, nor fean the (rod of age. 
One fong employs all nations ; and all cry, 
^< Worthy the Lamb, for he was (Iain for us !' 
The dwellers in the vales and on the rocks 
Shout to each other, and the mountjun tops 
From diflant mountains catch the flying joy; 
Till nation after nation caught the drain, 
l£arth rolls the rapturous hufanna round. 
Behold the meafure of the promife fill'd ; 
iSee Salem built, thr labour of a God \ 
Bright as a fun the facred city Hiines ; 
yiJJ kingdoms and all princes of the earili 
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Flock to that light ; the glory of all lands 
Plows into her ; unbounded is her joy. 
And endlefs her increafe. Thy rams are there^ 
^Nebaioth, and the flocks of Kedar therci 
The looms of Ormus, and the mints of Ind> 
And Saba's fpicy groves, pay tribute there. 
Praife is in all her gates : upon her walls. 
And in her ftreets, and in her fpacious courts. 

Is heard falvation. Eailem Java there 

Kneels with the native of tlie farthefl weft; 

Aod Ethiopia fpreads abroad the hand, 

^d wor(hips. Her report has traveled forth 

Sato all lands. From ev'ry clime they come 

10 fee thy beauty and to fliare tliy joy, 
A SioD I an affembly fuch as eartli 
ffiaw oerer, (uch as Heav'n do- ^ps down to fee. 

Thus heavVward all tilings tend. For all were once 
mifedi^ and all muil be at length reftorM. 
Eb God has greatly purpos'd ; who would elfe 
his diflionour'd works himfelf endure 
lODOur, and be wrongM without redrefs. 
then, and wheel away a (hatter'd world, 

'^Nebaioth and Kedar, tlic Tons of Ilhmael, and progenitors 
[the AtabS| in the prophetic fcripture here edluded to, may 
iieafonably confidered as rcprefcatatives of the OeiA^Vt<& -^x 
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Ye flow- revolving feafons! we would fee 
(A -ight to which our eyes are Grangers yet) 
A world that docs not dread and hate his laws. 
And fufFer for its crime ; would learn how fair 
The creature is that God pronounces good^^ 
How pleafant in itfelf what pleafes hiRK 
Here ev*ry drop of honey hides a fling ; 
Worms wind ^themfelves into our fw^eteft fiow'rd 
And cv'n the joy that haply fome poor heart 
Derives from heav'R-, pure as the fountain isy 
Is fullied in th^ flream* taking a taint 
Trom touch of human lips, at bed impure. 
Ch for a world in principle as chafle 
As this is grofs and felfifh ! over which 
Cuflom and prejudice (hall bear no fway^ 
That govern all things here, fhould'ring afide 
The meek and modeft truth, and forcing her 
To feek a refuge from the tongue of ftrife 
In rooks obfcure, far from the ways of men:— 
Where violence. (hall never lift tl^e fword. 
Nor cunning juftify the proud man's wrongi 
Jlisjaving the poor no remedy but tears :— ; 
Where he that (ills an o(!ice (hall eftcem 
Th' occa(ion it prefcnts of doing good 
Kore than the perquifite : — where law (hall fprf 
Seldom, and never but as wifdom prompts 
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And equity I not jealous more to guard 

Al worthleft form, than to decide aright t 

RThere fafhion (hall not ian^fy. abuTe, 

Nor fmooth good-breeding (fupi^eroental grace) 

KTtth lean performance ape the work of love! 

Cbme then> and* added to thy many crowns^ 
Iteeenre yet one* the crown of all the earth. 
Thou who alone art worthy I It Was thine 
By ancient covenant, ere nature's birth ; 
IVnd thou haft made h thine by purchafe fincet 
Ind overpaid its value with thy blood. 
Phy faints proclaim thee King; and in their heart§ 
\f title is engraven with a pen 
ippM in the fouDUln of eternal love^ 
iy fiiiots proclaim thee King ; and thy delay 
ves courage to their foes, who, could they ice 
e dawn of thy laft advent^ long^leitr'dy 
old creep into the bowels of the hillsf 
\ flee for iafety to the falling rocks. 
very fpirit of the world is tir'd 
I own taunting que(tion, aik'd fo Iong» 
tere is the promife of your Lord^s approach ^^ 
ifidel has (hot his bolu away, 
I exhaufted quiver yielding none, 
ins the blunted ihafu that have TecovV&a 
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Infultcd and tndsc'dy arc c^ afidc* 
As ufele&» to the moles aod to the bats. 
They now are dcemM the faithful* aad an 
Who, cooftaat only in rejediDg thee. 
Deny thy Godhead with 91 martyr's zeal. 
And quit their office for their error't fake. 
Blind, «aDd in love with darknels! yet vfy 
Worthy, compar'd with fya^bants, who ! 
Thy name adoring, and then preach thee 1 
So fares thy church. But how thy churcli 
The world takes little thought. Who will f 
And what they will. All paftors are aliki 
To wand'riog (keep, refQiv'd to follow noi 
Two gods divide them all — Pteafure and ( 
For thefe they live, they facrifice to thefci 

Anrt in tht»\r (Vrvir^ xuaat* n^m^ntal war 
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iSxhibit ev'ry Uti^meht of tbefcf. 
Come then, ^M, Mlded to thy many cr^wnt^ 
Receive ydt onc^ ts ndiaot as the rbd. 
Due to thy laft tnd ihdft effedifal wofk. 
Thy wor4 Ailfili'd, tSid ooo^Mft of a lirorld I 

He is the happjr nkaiiy whefo fife e^o now 
Shows (bmewhat df that happier life to cotne | 
Who, doomM ttt ao obfewtf kit trariquil ftatc» 
Is pleas'd wifk ity and, wet^ he firce to ahoofc* 
Would make hh fete hit dhoice; whom peMe, the fttril ' 
Of virtuet Md Whdm nrtoc, frUit of fiatfi^ 
TrijpiiH fir ha^ifriDtfe i bdfieak him oab 
Content indeed to fojouni while hd maft 
Below the iklrt^ but hkving there his hoftit* 
The w«dd •'e#l6oki hiita in her My fearib 
Of ol:je6ls» m^ns iDaflrMoa in her mw; 
Andy occupbd as tarfteftly as fiie» 
Though more fdbfinlelyi he o'erldoks the #orld« 
She (corns his ^Icaftlretf^ for (he knoWs them noi| 
Ke feeks not her'si fdr he has prorM them iain« 
He cannot ikim the gn>nnd like fmnmer birds 
I^orfuiog gilded flies ; and fuch he dedAs 
Her honours^ her omolnments^ her joys* 
Therefore io iontemplatkm is hi. blif., 
'Vhde pow'r it fiich> that whoih fiiit )aS& hoita tax&v 
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She makei fiuniliar wich a lie8f*fi unlceoy 
And fhowt him glories yet to be refcal^d* 
Not flothful he, though (eemiog imemploy*d» 
And cenfur'd oft as ufeleCu Stillcft ftreania 
Oft water ^reft meadows, and the bird 
That flutten leaft is loogeft on the wing. 
Afk him» indeed, what tro|dues he htt rabM» 
Or what achievements of immortal fiune 
He purpofes, and he (hall anTwer— None. 
His warfare is within. There unfatigu'd 
ilis fer? ant fpirit labours. There he fightst 
And there obtains firefli triumphs o^cr himlel& 
And never withering wreaths, compared with wUck 
The laurels that a Caefiur reaps are weeds» 
Perhaps the felf-approving haughty worldf 
That as (he fweeps him with her whiffling filks 
Scarce deigns to notice him, or, if (he fee. 
Deems him a cypher in the works of Gody 
Receives advantage from his noifelefi hours. 
Of which (he little dreams. Perhaps ihe owes 
Her funfliine and her ram, her blooming fpring 
And plenteous harveft, to the prayV he makes. 
When, I(aac like, the folitary faint 
Walks forth to meditate at even-tide. 
And think on her, who thinks not for hetfelf* 
Fcrgivc himi then, ^hoaVrafitec voLconceros 
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Of little wotth, ftH idler in the beft> 
If, author of nO mifchief add feme goody 
He feek his projier htptHnefs by meEmr 
That may advance, but can6ot hinder, thind. 
Nor, though he tread the fecret path of Iffei 
Engage n6 notice, and enjoy much eafcy 
Account htin an incumbrance on the {{atey 
Receiving benefiti# and rend*rnig none. 
His fphere though humble^ if that bumble fpfaeft 
Shine with his fair example^ and though fnttU 
Hb influence, if that influence all be ipent 
In (bothing forrow and id quenthing ftrifey 
In aiding helplefs indigence, in works 
Trom which at leaft a grateful few derife 
■Some taftc of domfort in a wdrld of wo. 
Then let the fupercilious great confefs 
He ferves his couotryt recompenfes well 
The ftate, beneath th^ (hadow of whofe vio€ 
He fits fecuret and io the fcale of life 
Holds no igdobte, though a flighted, place. 
The man, Whole virtues are more felt than ftetl) 
Mufl drop ibdeed the hope of public praife i 
Hut he may boad what ftw that win it can*-^ 
"^hat, if his country (land not by his Iktll, 
A.t leaft his follies have not wrought het falU^ 
^olite refineipent offers him tn tavtk 
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Her golden tube> tbrough which t fmfaal world 
Draws gro& impiirity, and likci it well* 
The neat coo?qfance hid iag a l l th* oflencg. 
Not that he peevifliJy rejeAs a mode 
Becaufe that world adopts iL If it bear 
The ftamp and dear impieflion of good tcnlk^ 
And be not coftly more than of true vonliy 
He fbts it on, and* fiir decfHrom (akcy 
Can wear it e'en as gracefully as (he. 
She judges of refinement by the cye» 
He by the teft of confcienee» and a heart 
Not foon cUccivM ; aware that what is bafig 
Nopolifh can make fteri ing; and that liptf 
Though well perfiiroM and elegandy drefs'd 
Like an unbuiied carcaie tnckM with flow'ln^ 
Is but a garniihM nuifance, fitter far 
For cleanly riddance than for fair attire. 
{So life glides fmoothly and by Health away. 
More golden than that age of fabled gold 
^enown'd in ancient fong ; not vexM with care 
Or (l^in'd with guilt, beneficent, approvM 
Of God and man, said peaceful in its end. 
So glide my life away! and fo at iaft. 
My (hare of duties decently fulfilled. 
Tome difeale, aot urdy to perform 
itft^d officci yet m\]ix f,^u\^ fl^ke^ 
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Difmift me, weary, to a fafe retreat 

Beneath the turf that I have often trod. 

It fliall not grieve me, then, that once, when called 

To dre& a So& with the flow'rs of verfe^ 

I playM awhile, obedient to the &ir, 

With that light Taik: hot foon, to pleafe her more. 

Whom flow'rt alone I knew would little pleaie, 

jAi &U th' unfinifli'd wreath, and rov'd for firuit } 

Rov'd fiur, and gathered rooch : fomc harih, 'tis tru( 

Pick*d from the tbomt and briers of reproof, 

^t wholefome, well-digefted ; grateful ibme 

7o palates that can tafte immortal truth } 

Infipid die, and fure to be defpis'd. 

jBot all is in His hand whofe praife I feek. 

Xo vain the poet fings, ana the world heaw. 

If be regard not, thoi\gh dirine the theme. 
not in artful meafures, in the chime 
idle tinkling df a minfirel's lyre, 

^I\> charm His ear, whofe eye is on the heart ; 
' ^Vbofe frown can difapppint the proudeft (Irair^ 
^ ▼fTbofe approbationp-*profper even mine* 
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IR JosBPH-— five and twenty yean a^qb— 
, hov tune cicapes !— -'ttt even fo— • 
) finaqncnt intercouffe* and always fweet, 
ihvaya friendly, we weie wont to cheat 
dioos hour— and now we never meet 1 
one grave gcndeman in Terence iaysy 
ma therefore much the fame in ancient daya) 
1 lack, we know not what.to^morrow bringt** 
tge flttduation of all human things ! 
. . CSianges will befall, and firiends may part, 
liflanoe only cannot change the heart t 
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Aftd^ wtrz I calTd to preic Ai* aiotioa trae, 
Ooe fvoof fhoM fove— a i cfacu c e to job. 



Whence comes it* tben, dsat in the waoe ol 
Thongh Dothiog htve oocvrM to Idodk 
We find the Irieods we fioded we had 
Thoogh DuroVons ooce, redoc'd to few or ikm 
Cao gold ffow worthleis thtt has flood the toi 
No— gold they feem^d* but they were oe?er fii 



Horatio's ferfant onocy with bow and criogc 
Swiflgiog the parlour-door upon its hioge^ 
Dreading a negatire, and otenw*d 
Left he (honld trefpats, begg'd to go abroad. 
Go, fellow !*^whithtr ?«*>-tulraiog ihort abool 
Nay— ftay at honte-*'yott'ri ahraya 0mbk #nt 
'Tis but a ftep^ Sir« jnft at the ftreetfs c«L« 
For what^<^An pkide yon, Sir, tdSetuh 
A friend ! Horatio cried^ and feem^d to ft 
Yea marry (bah thoaf arid with all my heat 
And fetch my cloak ; for though the night 
I*il file him too^^tbe firft I ever law. 

I knew the mani and knew his nature 
And was bis plaything often when a chil 



foroewhat at that momeiit pinch'd him ci 
he wa^ feldom bitter er morofe* 
lapSy hit oooidenoe jaft' then betrayed, ' 
grief might prompt hjm with the ^ech ht 
baps, 'twas mere good-humour ffivt it birthi 
: hamdefs phy of pleafaatry aud mirth, 
we'er it was» bis language, in my miadi 
poke at leaft a man that knew mankind, 

(ot» not to moralize too much, and (Imin 
proye an evil of which all complain^ 
late long arguments, verboTely fpun) 
I (lory more, dear Hill, and I hay^ done^ 
e on a time, an emp'ror, a wife manr— ^ 
natter where, in China or Japan-— 
eed« that whofoever fhould offend 
ft the well-known duties of a friend^ 
^ed once, (houid ever after wear 
\£ a coat^ and iliow his bofom bare* 
ii(hment importing this, no doubt, 
was naught within, and all found out« 

ippy Britain ! we have not to fear 
and arbitrary meafure here ; 
i a law like that which I relate 
the faii^bioD of our irij^le (bxc^ 
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Some fiew, that I hate knovo m days of M9 
Would ns mod drcid&l rUk of catchiog cold ; 
While yoB, my friend, vhateter wiad ihoiild Uov, 
Might tfairerfe Eag^nd (afely to and fio. 
An honed pan* do&bDtUMi'd to the chiov 
Broad-cloth withoot, and a vann heart within. 
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* b not fironl hii fornix id Whidi we tracd 

pea^ jttil'd ilrith beauty^ dignity ^kh ^M^ 

lat man, the mafter of this globe, dcrivta 

it light of efii|»re over ail that lives* 

lat fbhil> indeed* th* affixitfte of a Aund 

ift in its powers* ethereal in its kind# 

at fonn» the labour of Almighty flcili« 

am*d ^ the ferfice 6f a free«born will* 

lerts precedenoey ind bcfpeaks controul. 

It borrows all its grandeur from the fouL 

ere is the {late» the fplendonr, and thd throne, 

a intelle6hUl kingdom^ all hrr own. 

HT her> the memory fills her ample page 

ith troths ponr'd down from er'ry diftant age; 

ir her wxaiSat an unbounded ftore, 

le wifdom of great Nations, no\V no aiial:«\ . 

^3 
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Though laden, not incumbcr'd with her fyA% 
Laborious^ yet unconfcious of her toil ; 
When copioufly fiippiied, then moft cahij'd} 
Still to be fed^ and not to be furchar^d. 
For her the fancy, roving unconGn'd, 
The prefent mule of ev'ry peniive miadt 
Works magic wonders, adds a brighter hue 
To nature's fcenes than nature ever knew* 
At her command winds rife and waters roar^ 
Again (he bys them flumbVing on the fliore $ 
With flowV and fruit the wiUeniefs fii^ilie^ 
Or bids the rocks in ruder pomp arife. 
For her the judgment, umpire in the ftrtfc 
That grace and nature have to wage thrasgh Ub^ 
Quick-iighted arbiter of good and ill. 
Appointed fage preceptor to the wilU 
Condemns, approves, and with a ftithfiil yoktt 
Guides the dedfion of a doubt&l choice* 

Why did the fiat of a God give birth 
To yon fair fun and lus attendant earth ?j 
And, when defcending he refigns the ikies» 
V^hy ta^s the gentler moon her turn to rifiif 
Whom ocean feels through all his countlefs wnt^ 
And owQS her powV on ev'ry ihore ht hvt^i 
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liy do the Teafons ftill enrich the year, 
uitful and joumg as in their firft career i 
iring baags her in^t bloffoms on the trees, 
3ckM in the cfadk of the weftem breeze ; 
immer in hafte the thriving charge receives 
»neath the ikade of her expanded leaves, 
11 autumn^s fiercer heats and plenteous dews 
ft them at kft in all their glowing hues.— - 
'were wild profiifion all, and bootleis wade, 
yw*r miieiDploy'd, munificence mifpiac^d, 
ad not its Author dignified the plan, 
ad ciownM it with the majefty of mao. 
ins fbrmM, thus plac'd, intelligent, and taught, 
H)k where he will, the wonders God has wrought 
e wildeft fcomer of his Maker's laws 
ds tn a ibber moment time to paufe, 
prefs th* important queftion on his heart, 
'hy fisrm'd at all, and wherefore as thou art ?** 
an be what he feems*— this hour a (lave, 
next mere duft and alhes in the grave ; 
*d with reafon only to defcry 
imes and follies with an aching eyej 
Miifions, jud that he may prove, with paiOf 
rce he fpends againft their fury, vain ; 
foon after having burnt, by tiiniif 
r'ry lull with which frail lUtoxc Vaaxsfii^ 
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His being end where dekth diflblf es the boildf 
The tomb take all, and all be blank beyond^— 
Then he^ of all that nature hat brought fonh^ 
Sunds felf-impeachM» the creature of leaft worthy 
Andy ufeleft while he lives} and when hd diet. 
Brings into doubt the wiidom of the flcics* 

Truths that the l^amM purfue with eager tholigii 
Are not important always as dear-boughtf 
Proving at laft, though told in pomjiOM ftraki^ 
A childifh wade of philofophic pains ; 
But truths on which depends our Inain cbftcersi 
That 'tis our fhame and mis'ry ndt to kanif 
Shine» by the fidfe of ev'ry path vft treal^ ■ 
With fuch a lu(lre, he that runs may read. 
'Tis true, that, if to trifle life away 
Down to the fun-fet of the latcft day» 
Then perifh on futurity's wide fhdre, 
Like fleeting exhalations, found do rtioret 
Were all that Heaven requit'd of human kiodf 
And all the plan that defliny defign*d» 
What none could rev'rence ail might juftly blaitie. 
And man would breathe but for his Maker^s Aainc. 
But reafon heard, and nature well perut'd^ 
At once the dreaming mind is difabus'd. 
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we find poiTeffing earth, fea, air, 
6t I£t ittrilxites who plac'd them there^ 
the jmrpofe, and appear defignM 
8 of the wifiiom of th' ali-reeing Mind» 
phm the creaturey whom he choft t' inveft 
kmgfhipand dominion o^er the reft, 
t?M his nobler nature, and was made 
T the pow'r in which he ftands arrayed, 
Mk or ladt hereafter if not here, 
x> might make his Author's wifdom dear, 
I Urn on earthy ort obftinately dimib, 
' his juftice in a world to come. 
once belicf'd, 'tweref logic mi&ppKed 
rof e t conference by none denied, 
we are bonnd to caft the minds of youdi 
les into the mould of heavenly truth, 
. taught of God, they may indeed be wifet 
ignorantly wandVing, mi($ the flcies. 

early days the confcience hat in mdl 

icknefi, which in later life is loft ; 

Vd fforo guth by falutary fears, 

[ttiky, ibon relenting into tears. 

:arele(s often, as our years proceed, 

; friends we fort with, or what booka ^t \t»jV> 
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Our parents yet exert a prudent care 
To feed our infant minds with proper (»rt } 
And wifely (lore the nurs'ryi by degrees* 
With wholefome learning, yet acquired with cafct 
Neatly fecur'd from being f^^il'd or toro* 
Beneath a pane of thin tranflucent horn^ 
A book (to pleafe us at a tender age 
^Tis caird a book, though but a (ingle page) 
Prefents the pray'r the SaYi^ur deign'd to toadif 
Which children ufe, atid parfoni-^When ibeypnan 
Lifping out fyllaUesy we fcraroble next 
Through moral narrative^ or facred text t 
I And learn >lrith wonder how this w6fki be{;aa^ 
'■ Who made^ who mirr'dy and who has raBfoni'd !• 
. Points whieh^ tualefs the feri[ttttre irtade fehem fhiai 
; The wifeft heads might agitate ib Tain. 
Oh thotty whoin borne on fancy'i eager wing 
Back to the feafon of life*s haj)p]r Spring, 
I pleas'd remember, and, while memory yet 
Holds fad her office here, cad ne^er forget ; 
Ingenious Dreamer, in whofe well-told tald 
Sweet fidtion and fweet truth alike prevail ; 
Whofe hum'rous vein, (Irong fenfe, and Ample fljk 
May teach the gayeft, make the graved fmile | 
Witty, and Weil employed, and, like thy Lord^ 
Speaking in parables Vvu ^\^\.t^>9(Qtd^ 
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name thee not, left fo defpisM a name 
hould move a fneer at thy deferved fame; 
et ev'n in tranfitory life's late day, 
'hat mingles all my brown with fober gray, 
.evere the man, whofe pilgrim nurks the roads 

I 

ind guides the phogress of the foul to God. 
LVere well with mod, if books,- that could engage 
'heir childhood, pleas'd theni at a riper age : 
he man, approving what had charm'd the boyi 
^Ottld .die at lail in comfort, peace, and joy ; 
.nd not with eorfes on his art, who dole 
he gem of truth from his unguarded foul* 
he (lamp of artlefs piety, impreftM 
f kind tuition on his yielding bread, 
\c youth new bearded, and yet pert ind raw, 
^ds widi fcom, though once receiv'd with awe; 
1, warp'd into the labyrinth of lies, 
t babblers, call'd philofophers, devife» 
themes his creed, as founded on a plan 
!te with dreanis, unworthy of a man. 
\ but his nature in its ailing part, 
the native evil of his heart, 
de refents the charge, although the proof* 
his forehead, and feem rank enough ; 

* See 2 Chion. ch. xrvi. ver. 19. 
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Point to the care» defcribe a Saviour's cro6 
As God*s expedient to retrieve his lofi^ 
The young apoftate fickens at .the view. 
And hates it with the malice of a Jew. 

How weak the barrier of mere nature prove 
Oppos*d againft the pleafures nature loves ! 
While, felf-betray^d, and wilfully undone, 
She longs to yield, no fooner woo'd than won« 
Try now the menu of this Ueft exchange 
Of modeft truth for wit*s eccentric range. 
Time was, he clos'd, as he began, the day 
With decent duty, not afliam'd to pray} 
The pra£Hce was a bond upon his hearty 
A pledge he gave for a confident part ; 
Nor could he dare prefumptuouily difpleale 
A pow*r confefs'd fo lately on his kneet. 
But now, farewell all legendary tales-— 
The (hadows fly, philofophy prevails ! 
PrayV to the winds, and caution to the waves; 
Religion makes the free by nature (laves ! 
Prieds have invented, and the world admirM 
What knavifh priefts promulgate as infpir*d ; 
Till reafon, now no longer overawM, 
Refumes her powVs, and fpurns the clumfy fiau 
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Aody common-renfe difRifing real day. 
The meteor of the gofpel dies away ! 
Such rhapTodies our fhrewd difcerning youth 
Learn from expert inquu-ers after troth ; 
Whofe only care^ might truth prefnme to fpeak» 
Is not to find what they profeis to feelu 
And thus, well-tutor'd only while we (hare 
A mother's ledhires and a ourfe^s care ; 
And taught at fchools much mythologic (luff *» 
But found religion ^aringly enough ; 
Our early notices of truth, dilgracM, 
Soon lofe their credit, and are all efiacM. 

Would you your fon (hould be a fot or dunce, 
Lafcivious, headftrong ; or all thefe at oi\ce ; 
That, in good time, the ftripling^s finiihM tafte 
For looie expence and fafhionable wafte 
Should proTe your ruin and his own at laft $ 
Train him in public with a mob of boySf 
Chtldifh in mifchief only and in noife, 

* The author begs leave to explain. — Senfible that, wit! 
Out fuch knowledge, neither the ancient poets nor hiftoriai 
Ma be tailed, or indeed underftood, he does not mean to cei 
'■uc the pains that are taken to inftniA a fchool-boy in tl 
*^gion of the heathen, but merely that negled of ChriftU 
v^ture which leaves him fliamefully igii(Qi«iiX«l\a% vn^> 
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E.Tc gF « run si ill growth, and fi^ in tea 
Id i&nie*!*.v and levdncfs meii. 
There f?*^! he learn, ere fixteta vinterr old, 
Th^t authon are aiofl ufeful poEWnM or fold ; 
That pedantry is all that (chools impart, 
Bjt tarems teach the knowledge of the heart ; 
Tl;ere waiter Dick, with Bacchanalian lays. 
Shall win his heart, and have his drunken praife* 
His counfellor and bofom-fnend fliall prove« 
And fome (Ireet-pacing harlot hb firft love. 
Schoolsy anlefs difcipiine were doubly ftrongt 
Detain their adolefcent charge too long ; 
The maoageraent of tiros of eighteen 
Is difficult, their punifhment obfcent. 
The (lout tall captain, whole fuptrior fize 
The minor heroes view witli envious eyes. 
Becomes their pattern, upon whom they £x 
Their whble attention^ and ape all his tticks. 
His pride, that fcorns t' obey or to fubqiiu 
With them is courage; his e^jMt^ry wit* 
His wild excurfions, window breaking feats, 
Robb'ry of gardens, quarrels in the ftrects, 
His hairbreadth 'icapes* 4nd all his ds^iiig f<theiDf>» 
Tr^nfport them, and are made their fav rite thenicSi 
Jn iittle bofoms fush ^bie?emeBt% Ari)^ 
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Tims, half-acconipll/h'd ere he yet begin 
To {how the peeping down upon his chin ; 
And> as maturity of years comes on^ 
Made juft th^ adept that you defignM your fon ; 
T^ enfure the perfeTerence of his courfe. 
And give your monftrous projeA all its forcc^ 
Send him to college. If he there be ttrnM^ 
Or in one article of Ttce redaim'dy 
Where no regard of ord'nances is fliown 
Or lo^kM (br dOW« the (auk muft be hii owti. 
Some fnetfthig Tiitue.hirlu in him, no doubti 
Where n^thfir flrtimpetft' charmiy nor drihking-boat 
Nor gambling pradtieH^ eatt find it oUt. 
Such youths of fpiriti ahd thlt fpirit too. 
Ye nurs^rieft tf dttr boys, Wt tiW^ to ybu I 
Though from ouHblvts the tnifohief mote j^roceedf , 
7or public fchoolft \ih public folly fetds* 
The flaves of cudotti and ((hblifk'd mbde^ 
^ith pack-horfe conftincy we keep ths road, 
Crooked or (htiighti through ^uags or thorny dells, 
True to the jingling. of our leader's bells. 
^0 follow fOdlifli j)recedentst a nd wink 
^^ith both out- (iyes , li eafier than to think : 
nd fuch an age ak ouri baulks idtb expence, " 
xcept (tf ciution and of common-fenfe i 
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Elfe, furey notorious h& and proof b p\m 

Would tnrn our fiqM into a wiler train* 

I blame not tbofe who with what care they can 

O'erwatch the nnrn'rous and onroly dan ; 

Or, if 1 blame* *tit only that they dare 

Promife a work of which they muft deipair. 

Hare ye* ye (age intcndantt of the whole» 

An ubiquarian picieoce and controol— 

£li(ha*t eye» that when Gehazi ftray'df 

Went with him, and (aw all the gune he play'd? 

Yes— >ye are confciooa; and on all the {hebei 

Yoor pupib firike upon, ha?e ftrack yooffiBbof • 

Or, if by nature lbber» ye bad then* 

Boyt as ye were, the parity of men; 

Ye knew at lead, by conftant proofr addre&'d 

To ears and eyes, the vices of the reft. 

But ye conniye at what ye cannot cure^ 

And cyilf 9 not to be endured, endure. 

Led pow'r exerted, but without fuccels, 

Should make the little ye reuun ftill left. 

Ye once were juftly ^m'd for bringing forth 

Undoubted fcholarOiip and genuine worth ; 

And in the firmament of fame ftill ihines 

A glory bright as that of all the figns, 

Q^Mcts rais'd by yoU| and ftatefmeni and dirines* 
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Peace to them alll thofe brilliant timek Hre fldd. 
And no fuch lights are kindling in their ftead. 
Our (Iriplings (hinCy indeed^ bnt with fiich rays 
As fet the midnight riot in a Maze; 
And feem» if judg'd by their expreiETC looks. 
Deeper in none than in their iurg^on's books* 

Say, mufe, (for tducation made the fong^ 
No roufe can hefitate or linger long) 
What caufes mdtre us, knowing, as we maft. 
That thefe menagtrks all fail their traftf 
To fend our fons to fcoat and fcunper there. 
While colts and puppies ooft us (b much care I 

Be it' a whdcnds, it deferves fome praife ; 
We loye the play-place of bur early days-^ 
'The fcene is touching, and the heart ii Aooe 
That feels not at that fight, and feels at oMe. 
The wall on which we tried our graving fkil^ 
The very name we carved, fubfifting (till \ 
^e bench on whicb we fat while deep c^oy'd, 
"Though mangled, hackM, andhewM^net yet deftroy'd 
^^t little ones, onbutton'd, glowing hot, 
X^ayiiig our games, and on the very fpet ; 
-A happy as we once, to kneel and draw 
7hc chalky: nog, aod knuckle down %X um h 
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To pitch the lull into the grovfided hat. 
Or drive it devioiis with a dez^im pat— 
The pieafiag fpedxie at oaoe escitcs 
Such recoUedioo of our own del^hts* 
That, Tiewing it, we feem almoft t' obtaia 
Oar innocent fwcet fimple ytan again, 
This fond attachment to the weU-known place 
Whence firft we ftarted into life's long race. 
Maintains its hold with fiich unfailing fway. 
We feel it eT*n in age, and at oor lateft day. 
Hark ! how the fire of chits, whole fiiture (hai 
Of claiRc food hegios to he his care. 
With his own likenefs placM on either koect 
Indulges all a father's heartfelt gfee ; 
And tells them, as he fbokes their filTer locks, 
That they mufl foon learn Latin, and to box s 
Then, turrting, he regales his lift'ning wife 
With all th* adfentures of his early life ; 
His ikill in coachmanihip, or drifing chatfe^ 
In bilking uvem biUs, and fpouting plays ; 
What (hifts he ns'd, deteded in a fcrape. 
How he was flogg'd, or had the luck t* efeape 
What fums he loft at play, and how he fold 
Watch, feals, and all— till all his pranks are tol 
Retracing thus hujreitcif ('tis a name 
jffibfli plJiates deedb of foU^ ia4 o{ {hayouc) 
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: gives the local bias ail its fway ; 
folves that where be play'd his fons fiiail playi 
d d(!fline» iheir bright genius to be (hown 
i in the fcene where he difplay'd his own. 
e meek and bafhful boy will foon be uught 
be as bold and forward as he ought ; 
e rude will fcufile through with eafe enough^ 
eat fchools fuit beft the fturdy and the rough* 
f happy defigoattony prudent choice» 
' event is fure ; exped it, and rejoice! 
>n fee your wiih fulfiUM in either child— 
e pert made pencr, and the tame made wild* 

""he great, indeedt by tidc9> richet, birth » 
'.usM th' incumbrance olmore folid wortbf 
beft difposM of where with moft fuc^ds 
' may acquire that confident addrefs^ 
X habiu of profufe and lewd expencc» 
fcom of all delights but thofe of fenfe, 
1, though in plain plebeians we condemo» 
b much reafon all exped from them, 
lilies of leis iUuftrious fame» 
chief diilindtion is their fpotleft namCf 
^eirsy their honours nonci their income fin^y 
ne by true ddertf or no( at ail«-» 
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What dream they of, that w-th fo little car* 

They rifk their hopes, their deareft treafare, there I 

I'hcy dream of Ktile Giarles or William grac'd 

With wig prolix, down- flowing to hts waSft ; 

They fee th' attentire crowds his talents draw. 

They hear him fpeak — the oracle of law! 

1'!.e father, who deGgns his babe a priefli 

Dreams hhn epifcopally fuch at leaft; 

Ar.d, whik the playful jockey fcoun the room 

Briikly, aflride upon the parlour broom> 

In fancy fees him more fupcibly ride 

In coach with purffle llnM, and mitres on its fide, 

Erents improbable and ilrange as thefe» 

Which only a parental eye forefees, 

A jrublic fchool fhall brir^ to pafs with eafe. 

£ut how ? rcfkles fuch virtue in that aif 

As muft create an appetite for pray'r ? 

And will it breathe into him all the zeal 

That candidates for fuch a prize fhould feefy 

To take the lead and be the foremoft (till 

In all true worth and literary (kill ? 

•* Ah, blind to bright futurity, untaught 

•* The knowledge of the world, and dull of tho» 

*< Church-ladders are not always mounted bed 

<* By learned clerks and Latimib profeii'd. 
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jcalted prize demands an upward look^ 
> be found by poring on a book, 
fkiil in Latin, and dill lefs in Greeks 
re than adequate to all I feek. 
'udition grace him or not grace,, 
the bauble but the fecond place ; 
ealthy fame, honourst all that I intend, 
and centre in one point— a friend 1 
nd| whatever he ftudies or negleds» 
gvrt him confequence, heal all defeds. 
ktercoorfe with peers, and foos of peers- 
dawns the fplendour of his future year» ; 
t bright quarter his propitious ikies 
blufh betimesy and there his glory rife. , 
Lor^/, and 7o«r.G<ar</whafchool can teach 
t'ric equal to thofe parts of fpeech i 
need of Homer's verfe or Tully's profe 
interjedions 1 if he learn but thofe I 
:?'reod churls his ignorance rebuke, 
ftarve upon a dog'sear'd Pentateuch, 
arfon knows enough who knows a duke.*^— 
IS purpofe ! worthily begun 
rous proftitution of your fon ; 
)n hh part by means tliat would difgrace 
ler^s clerk or footman out of place. 
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And ending, if at lafl its end be gzia'd. 
In facrilefte, in God^s nwn houfe profao'd! 
It may fuccted ; and, if hit fins fhould call 
For more than common punifhment, it (hall ; 
The wretch {hall rife, and be the thxog on earth 
Ijcafl qualified in honour, learning, worth. 
To occtipy a facred; awfu ! poft ,_ 
In which the bell and wprthieft trem ble moft, 
llie royal httirs are a thing of comfe*— 
A king, that Would, nlight recommend his borfe; 
And deahi, no doubt, and chapters with one ?bi& 
As bmiild in duty, would confirrti the choice. 
Behold yout bUtiop ! well he plays his part^^ 
Chridian in name, and infidel in heart, 
Ghoflly In office, earthly in his {)lan, 
A Have at court, elfewhere a lady's ma^ ! 
Dumb fts a fcnator, ahd as a prieft 
A piece of mere church-furniture at beft ; 
'i'o live cftrangM from God his total fcope, 
And his end furc, without one glimpft of hope! 
I*ut fair although and feafible it fefem, 
Depend not much upon your golden dream ; 
For Providence, that fecms concernM t» exempt 
fitfttfe hallow'd bench from abfolute contempt, 
^bite of all the wrigglers into place, 
M^ keeps a fcai ot \.>no ^o\ \4^\\Jcv ^i^d ^race ; 
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id therefore ''tis, that, though the fight be rarc^ 
e fometimes &e a Lowih oc B^got there. 
fides, fchool-friendfhips are not always foundf 
lough fair in promife, permanent and fouad ; 
le mod difintVefted and virtuous minds, 
early years conne^ed, time unbinds ; 
;w fituations give a difFVent caft 
' habit, inclination, tennper, ta(le; 
id he, that firem'd our counterpart at firft, 
on (hows the (Irong finnilitude reversM. 
»ang heads are giddy, and young hearts are warfn» 
id make mif(akes for manhood to reform* 
lys are at beft hut pretty buds unblown, 
hofe fcent and hues are rather guefs'd thao known; 
ich dreams that each is jufl what he appears^ 
It learns his error in maturer yedrs, 
hen difpofitiofl, like a fail unfurl'd, 
iows all its rents and patches to the world, 
therefore, ev'n when honeft in defign, 
boyifh fricndfhip may fo foon decline, 
were wifer, fure, t' ij)fpire a little heart 
ith jufl abhorrence of fo mean a part, 
lan fet your Ton to work at a vile trade 
r wages fo uolikely to be paid. 

I 

3ur public- hives of puerile refoiXy 

9tMre of chief and moft appro^'A ic^tVa 
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idge, where fo modi evil imervcficSy 

nd, though pUvfiblc* oot worth the means. 

^ for a momeiit, dafical delert 

ift ao heart deprav'd and temper hurt; 

too, perhaps for life ; for early witm^ 

to the nobler part, afle6s it loog; 
yoa are ftannch indeed in learning's tanfi^ 
1 can crown a difcipline, that draws 

mifchiefs after it, with moch applaafiu 

• 

nncxion formM for int^reft, and endear'd 

Ififh views, thus cenfur'd and caihier'd ; 

emulation, as engendering hate, 1 

I'd to a no lefs ignominious fate; 

irops of fach proud feminaries fdl, 

achin and the Boaz of them all. 

fchools rejeded then, as thofe that fwell 

d a fize that can be managM well, 

royal in dilutions mlfs the bays, 

inall academies win all the praife? 

oot iny drift beyond its jaft intent, 

e a fchool as Pope a government; 

e my judgment in hb language drefs'd-** 

ite'er is beft adminifter'd is beft.'' 

oys are bom with ulents that excely 

are capable of living well $ 

XX* Z 
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To foch bofe hopes* in many a fordid foul. 
Owe their repute in part* bat not the whole. 
A priocipley whofe proud pretenfions pafs 
Unqueftion'd, though the jewel be but gbfs— 
That with a world, not often over-met. 
Ranks as a virtue,, and is yet a vice ; 
Or rather a grofs compound, juftly tried , 
Of envy, hatred, jealoufy, and pride- 
Contributes moft perhaps t* enhance their fame; 
And emulation is its fpecious name. 
BoySy once on fire with that contentious zeal, 
Feel ail the rage that female rivals feel ; 
The prize of beauty in a woman*s eyes 
Not brighter than iq theirs the fcholar^s prize. 
The fpirit of that competition burns 
With all varieties of ill by turns; 
Each vainly magnifies his own fuccefs, 
Kefents his fellow's* wiihes it were lefs. 
Exults in his mifcarriage if he fail* 
Deems his reward too great if he prevail. 
And labours to furpafs him day and night, 
XfCfs for improvement than to tickle ipite. 
The fpur is powerfuU and I grant its force; 
It pricks the genius forward in its courfe. 
Allows (hort time for play, and none for flotbf 
Andt felt alike b^ «icYi» ^^WkO^-i both* 



.t jn<lge, where fo much evil inwrveon, 

ic end, though ^laufible, not worth the meani. 

eigh. For a moment, clalEcal defert 

■aind aa htxn depriv'd and temper hurt ; 

irt, coo, perhaj)) for life ; for early wron^, 

ine to the nobler part, afFeAi it long) 

id yott an fUunch indeed in learning's iSau&i 

]rou can crown a difclpline, that draws 

ch roifchiefs after it, with much appUul<!> 

Connexion foniiM for int'reft, and cndear'd 
felGlh viewi, thus cenfur'd and calhier'd ; 
d emulation, ac engend'ring hate, 
ro'd to a no lefs ignominious fktti 
props of foch proud femiDariei fall, 
Jachin and the Soaz of them alL 
fchooli rejeded then, as thofe that fweU 
d a Gze that can be mana^M well, 
oyal inllitutions mifs the ba^, 
nail academies win all the praife? 
lot my drift beyond its juft intent, 
a fchool as Pope a government; 
my judgment in his language drcfs**!^ 
■'er is beft adminifler'd it bed." 
I are bora with talents that excel* 
e capable of living well; 
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Then aflc not. Whether limited or large ? 
Bat, Watch they tbnSdyf or negled their charge ? 
If anxious only that their boys may leanif 
While morals languidly a defpis'd concern. 
The great and (mall deferre one common blame, 
DifTrent in (ize, but in tffe& the fame. 
Much zeal in Tirtue^s cauTe all teachers boaft, 
Though motires of mere lucre fvay the mod ; 
Therefore in towns and cities they abound, 
For there the game they feek is called found ; 
Though there, in fpite of all that care can do. 
Traps to catch youth are moft abundant too. 
If fhrewd, and of a well-conftruded brain, 
Keen in purfuit, and trigVous to retain. 
Your fon come forth a prodigy of (kill ; 
As, whercfocver taught, fo formM, he will ; 
The pedagogue, with felf- complacent air, 
Claims more than half the praife as his due ihaspi 
But, if, with all his genius, he betray. 
Not more intelligent than k>ofe and gay. 
Such vicious habits as difgrace his name. 
Threaten his health, his fortune, and his ^me; 
Though want of due reftraint alone have bred 
The fymptoms that you fee with fo much dread; 
Unenvy'd there, he may fuftain alone 
^^Jje \vhok reproach— the fault was all his owof ' 
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h 'tis a fight to be with joy penis'di 
11 whoih fentiment has not abus'd ; 
•fangled fentunent, the boafted grace 
hofe who never feel in the right place i 
ght furpafs*d by none that we can fhow^ 
ugh Vedris on one leg ftill ihine below; 
ther bled with an ingenuous Ton- 
er, and friend, and tutor, all in oqq. 
f ! — turn again to tales long fince forgot, 
p, and Phacdrusy and the refl ? — Why not? 
ivill not blu(h that has a father's heart, 
ake in childifh plays a chiidifli part ; 
bends his fturdy back to any toy 
I youth takes pleafure in, to pleafe his boy : 
n why refign into a granger's hand 
ik as much within your own command, 
: God and nature, and your int'reft t00| 
1 with one voice to delegate to you i 
f hire a lodging in a houfe unknown [own! 

3ne whofe tend'reft thoughts all hover round yout 
fccond weaning, needlefs as it is, 
f does it lacerate both your heart and his ! 
indented flick, that lofes day by day 
h after notch, till all are finooth'd awayi 
s witnefs, long ere his difmiffion come, 
I what intenfe defire he wants hts Vumuu 

z 2 
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But, though the joyt he hopes beneath your roof 

Bid fair enough to anfwer in the proof, 

Harmlefs, and fafe, and natVal, as they arei 

A difappointnoent waits him even there : 

Arriy^d, he feels an unexpected change ; 

He blu/hesy hangs his head, is fhy and ftrangei 

No longer takes, as once, with fearlefs eafe, 

His fav'rite (land between his father^s knees^ 

But feeks the corner of fome diftant feat. 

And eyes the door, and watches a retreat. 

And, lead familiar where he fhould l|e mofkf 

Feels all hb happieft privileges loft. 

Alas, poor boy ! — ^the natural efied 

Of love by abfence chill'd into refpedt. 

Say, what accoroplifhments, at fchool acquirM, 

Brings he, to fweeten fruits fo undefir'd ? 

Thou well deferv'ft an alienated Ton. 

Unlefs thy confcious heart acknowledge--«one } 

None that, in thy domeflic fnug recefs. 

He had not made his own with more addrefs, 

Though fome perhaps that (hock thy feeling miodi 

And better never learned, or left behind. 

Add too, that, thus eflrang'd, thou cand obtam 

By no kind arts his confidence again ; 

That here begins with mod that long complaiot 

Of Slid ftanknefs loft, voA love grown foint^ 
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f oft neglededy in life's waning years 
nt pours into regardiefs ears. 

e caterpillars, dangling under trees 

ider threads, and Twinging in the breezey 

filthily bewray and fore difgrace 
)ughs in which are bred th' unfeeroly race | 
ev'ry worm induftrioufly weares 
qnds his web about the rivellM leaves; 
I'rous are the follies that annoy 
ind and heart of every fprightly boy ; 
ations noxious and perverfe, 
admonition can alone difperfc. 
icroaching nuifance afks a faithful hand^ * 
., affectionate, of high command^ 
:ck the procreation of a breed 
) cxhauft the plant on which they feed. 
)t enough that Greek or Roman page, 
ed hours, his freakifh thoughts engage ; 
[) his padimes he requires a friend, 
rn, and teach him fafely to unbend, 
11 his pleafures gently to prefide, 

his emotions, and controul thtW tide | 
levying thus, and with an eafy fway^ 
of profit from bis very play, 

23 
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T' iiDpre& t vahiet not to be eias'dy 

Oa moments fquaoder'd elfe, and rnoiUDg all to w 

And feems it nothing in a Other's eye» 

That, onimprov'dy thofe many moments flj? 

And is he well content his fim (boold find 

Ko nouiiihment to feed his growbg mind 

But conjagatcd verbs and nonns declined) 

For fucb is all the mental food ponrey'd 

By public hackneys ip the fchooling trade; 

"Who feed a pupils intelled with (lore 

Of fyntaxy truly* but with little more ; 

Difmifs their cares when they difmifs their flodtr 

Machines themfelves, and goyem'd by a dock. 

Perhaps- a father, blefl with any brains^ 

Would deem it po abufe, or wafte of paktSt 

T' improve this diet at no great expeace* 

With fav^ry truth, and wholefome common koki 

To lead his fon, for profpedts of delight. 

To fome not deep, though philofophic, heightf 

Thence to exhibit to his wondVing eyes. 

Yon circling worlds, their diftance, and their fixe|| 

The moons of Jove, and Saturn's belted ball, 

And the hariponious order of them all; 

To fhow him, in an infedl or a flow'r. 

Such microfcopic prqgf of (kill and pow'f*^ 
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id firom ages paft» God now difplays 
nbat atheifts with in modern days ; 
ead the earth before hin^^ and commendy 
defignation of the finger^s end, 
ious parts to his attentive note^ 
wringing home to htm the moil remote; 
ch his heart to glow with generous flame^ 
t firom the deeds of men of ancient hmt i 
more than aU^ with commendation due 
fome living worthy in his view, 
t fair example may at once inipire 
i to copy what he muft admire, 
mowledge, gain'd betimes^ and which appeartf 
;h folidt not too weighty for his years, 
in itfelfy and not forbidding (port, 
health demands it* of athletic fort, 
i make him-— what fome lovely boys have beeoji 
nore than one, perhaps, that I have feen-^ 
idence and reprehenfion both 
: mere fchooUboy^s lean and tardy growth, 

thou a fnan profeiBonally tied, « 

ill thy faculties elfewhere applied, 
ufy to intend a meaner care, 
bo^ t* enrich thyfelfi aod next thine hAtt\ 
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Or art d^ou (as, though rich, perhaps thou art) 
But poor in kDowledge, having none t^ impart ;— - 
Behold that figure^ neat, though plainly clad ; 
His fprightly mingled with a (hade of fad ; 
Kot of a nimble tongue, though now and theo 
Heard to articulate like other men ; 
No jefler, and yet lively in difcourfe, 
His.phrafe well chofen, clear and full of force; 
And his addrefs, if not quite French in eafe. 
Not Englifh flifF, but frank, and formM to pleafe^ 
Low in the world, becaufe he fcorns its arts; 
A man of letters, manners, morals, parts ; 
Unpatroniz^d, and therefore little known; 
Wife for himfelf and his few friends alone— ^ 
In him the well-appointed proxy fee, 
Arm'd for a work too difficult for thee; 
Prepared by tafte, by learning, and true iHrorth, 
To form thy fon, to ftrike his genius forth; 
Beneath thy roof, beneath thiixc eye, to prove 
The force of difcipline when back'd by love; 
To double all thy pleafure in thy child. 
His Riind informM, his morals undefil'd. 
Safe under fuch a wing, the boy (hall (how 
No fpots contri»fted among grooms below. 
Nor taint his fpeech with mcanneffcs, defign^i 
By footinan Tom for v/\\x^ axv^ \^W<i. 
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ere, in his commerce with the livMed herd| 

rks the contagion chiefly to be fear'd ; 

r, (ince (fo fafhion dictates) all, who claim 

I higher than a mere plebeian fame, 

d it expedient, come what mifchief may, 

entertain a thief or two in pay, 

nd they that can afford th' expence of more^ 

ae half a dozen, and Tome half a fcore) 

rat caufe occurs to faye him from a band 

(ure to fpoil him, and fo near at hand; 

>oint fecur'd, if once he be fupplied 

Lh (bme fuch Mentor always at his fide* 

: fuch men rare? perhaps they would abound 

TC occupation eafier to be found* 

re education, elfe fo fare to failf 

iduded on a manageable fcale, 

d fchools, that have outlived all juft efteem» 

chang'd for the fecure domeftic fcheme.— 

:, having found him, be thou duke or earl, 

»w thou had fenfe enough to prize the pearl, 

d, as thouwould'd th' advancement of thine heir 

ill good faculties beneath his care» 

i>e6t, as is but rational and juft, 

lan deem'd worthy of fo dear a tru(L 

pis^d by thee, what more can he expefl: 

t]3 youthful folly than the fame negj^e^) 



m Ass^M ••• 
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Arc a flream choak*d, or trickling to ao en 
L)cOR) him not then to foilury meals ; 
But recoiled that he has fcnfe, and feels ; 
And that, pofTciTor of a foul refin^y 
An u];right heart, and cultivated mind. 
His pod not. mean, bis talents not unknown 
He deems it hard to vegetate alone. 
And, if admitted at thy board be {it* 
Account him no juft mark for idle wit ; 
Offend not him, whom mode/ly retrains 
From repartee, with jokes tbat he dilciains ; 
Much lefs transfix his feelings with an oath ] 
Nor frown, unlefs he vanifh with the cloth.- 
And, trod me, his utility may reach 
To more than he is hir'd or bound to teach 
Much trafh unutter'd, and feme ills undone. 
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rfooth thy courage has been tried 
the ted, perhaps on the wrong (ide ; 
ou had ft never grace enough to prove 
;hing but vice could win thy love ;-— 
Du a polite, xard'playing wife, 
the routs that fhe frequents for Hfe ; 
when induftry begins to fnore, 
;'d with joy, to fome coach-crowded door | 
; in ev'ry winter throngs thine own 
the chariots and fedans in town, 
ianwhile e*en fhifting as thou may'ft ; 
bber though, nor very chafte ; — 
: houfe, though lefs fuberb thy rank, 
ene of pleafure, a mere blank, 
at beft, and in thy fob'reft mood, 
lin, and empty of all good ;— 
ercy for tliyfeif thou canft have none, 
e plead, fhow mercy to thy fon. 
I his home, where ev'ry day brings fortl^ 
hief fatal to his future worth, 
I better in a diAant (])0t, 
ne pious paftor's humble cot, 
; example (yours I chiefly mean^i 
reducing and the oft'neft feen) 
more be (lampM upon his breaft, 
irhaps incurably imprc&'d;— . 
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Where early reft makes early rifing (iire» 
Difcafe or comes not, or finds eafy cure, 
Prereoted mibh by diet neat and jJaio ; 
Or, if it entery fbon ftar?M out agaio :-* 
Where all th' attentioD c^ his f^hfid hoft, 
Difcreetly limited to two at moft. 
May raife fuch fruits as (haH reward his caret 
And not at lad evaporate in air :— - 
Where, fiillnefs aiding ftudy, and his roind 
Serene, and to his duties much inclined. 
Not occupied in day-dreams, as at home. 
Of pleafures pad, or follies yet to come. 
His virtuous toil may terminate at laft 
In fettled habit and decided tafte. — 
Bui whom do I advife ? the fafhion-led, 
Th' incorrigibly wrong, the deaf, the dead ! 
Whom care and cool diliberation fuit. 
Not better much than fpedacles a brute ; 
Who, if their fons fome flight tuition (haret 
Deem it of no great moment, whofe, or where) 
Too proud t' adopt the thoughts of one unkoovi 
And much too gay t' have any of their own. 
But, courage, man ! methought the mufe replied) 
Mankind are various, and the world is wide :. 
1 he odrich, fillitft of the feathtr'd kind. 
And formed of God without a parentis mindf 

t 
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Commits hpc eggs, incatttious, to the duft. 

Forgetful that the foot may crufh the truft | 

And, while on public nurs'ries they rely^ 

Not knowings and too oft not caring, why, 

Irrational in what they thus prefer, 

No feWy that would feem wife, refemble her. 

But all arc not alike. Thy warning voice 

May here and there prevent erroneous choice | 

And (bme perhaps, who, bufy as they are, 

Tet make their progeny their deareft care, 

(Whofe hearts will ache, once told what ills may re^^cl 

Their ofispring, left upon fo wild a beach) 

Will need no (Irefs of argument t^ enforce 

Th' expedience of a lefs adventVous courfe : 

The reft will flight thy counfel, or condemn ; 

But tifey have human feelings— turn to ii€m» 

To you, then, tenants of life's middle ftate, 
Securely plac'd between the fmall and great, 
Whofe character, yet undebaachM, retains 
Two-thirds of all the virtue that remains. 
Who, wife yourfelves, defire your Tons (hould leara 
Your .wifdom and your ways— to you I turn. 
liOok round you on a world perverfely blind; 
See what contempt is fall'o on l^umao kind; 

TOL. II» A A 
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See wealth abuiMy and dignities m\fyhc*df 
Great titles^ offices, and trufts diigrac'd* 
Long lines of ancedry, renownM of old. 
Their floble qualities all quenchM and cold ; 
See Bedlam^s clofetted and hand-cuft'd charge 
Surpiafs'd in firenzy by the mad at large ; 
See great commanders making war a trade* 
Great lawyers, lawyers without (hidy made; 
Churchmen, in whofe efieem their bled employ 
Is odidus, and their wages all their joy* 
Who, far enough from fiimifhing their (helves 
\Vith gofpel lore, turn infidels themfelves ; 
See womanhood defpisM, and manhood fham'd 
With infamy too naufeous to be nam^d. 
Fops at all comers, lady-like in mien, 
Civeted fellows, fmelt ere they are feen, 
Elfe coarfe and rude in manners, and their tongue 
Pn fire with curfes, and with nonfenfe hung. 
Now fiufh'd with drunk'nefs, now with whoredom p 
l^hcir breath a fampie of laft night's regale j 
See volunteers in all the vilefl arts. 
Men well endowed, of honourable parts, 
Defign'd by nature wife, but felfmade fools;— 
AH thefe, and more like thefe, were bred a4 fchool 
And, if it chance, as fometimes chance it will, 
jCkf^ibovgh fchool-bred, the boy be virtuous ftiDi 
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Such rare exceptions, (hining in the dark, 

Proyey rather than impeach, the jud remark : 

As here aod there a twinkling (lar defcried 

Serves but to (how how black is all befide. 

Now look on him, whofe very voice in tone 

Jud echoes thine, whofe features are thioe own. 

And (Iroke his poIiihM cheek of purefl red. 

And lay thine hand upon his flaxen head. 

And fay-^My boy, th' unwelcome hour is come^ 

When thou, tranfplanted from thy genial homCf 

Mud find a colder foil and bleaker air. 

And truft for fafety to a flranger's care ; 

What charadter, what turn thou wilt aflume 

From coodant converfe with I k&ow not whom ; 

Who there will court thy friendHiip, with what view^ 

And, ardefs as thou art, whom thou wilt choofe; 

Though much depends on what thy choice fhall be^ 

Is all chance-medly, and unknown to me. — 

Canft thou, the tear juft trembling on thy lids» 

And while the dreadful rifk forefeen forbids; 

Free, too, and under no con draining force, 

Unlefs the fway of cudom warp thy courfe ; 

Xay (bch a dake upon the lofing fide. 

Merely to gratify fo blind a guide ? 

niiou cand not! Nature, pulling at thine hcaTt> 

Condemns th' unfatherly, th' Vm^xud^uv y«''^x.> 

A A 2 
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Tbotx votJd'ft Dot, deaf to natoreS teodVeS |le% 
l^urn him adrift upon a roUiog tOf 
Nor (ay. Go thither ^ conlaoiis that tbcre hy 
A brood of afpSy or qaickCmds in lus way; 
Then, only goyem'd by the ielf-iame role 
Of oat'ral pity, fend him not to fBiool. 
No^guard him better. Is he Dot thine own, 
Thyfelf in miniature, thy fle(hy thy bone? 
And bop^ft thou not (*tis er'ry father's hope) 
That, fince thy ftrength rouft with thy years df^ 
And thou vik need fome comfort to aflbage 
Health's laft fiurewell, a (bff of thine old age. 
That then, in recompenfe of all thy cares. 
Thy child (hall (how refped to thy gray hairs» 
Befriend thee, of all other friends bereft. 
And give thy life its only cordial left ? 
Aware then how much danger intervenes. 
To compafs that good end, forecaft the meuis. 
His heart, now paffive, yields to thy conmiand;^— 
Secure it thine, its key is in thine hand. 
If thou defert thy charge, and throw it wide^ 
Nor heed what guefts there enter and abide. 
Complain not if attachments lewd and bafe 
Supplant thee in it, and ufurp thy place. 
But, if thou guard its facred chambers (ure 
From vicious inmates and dd\g}\x^ \xci^;ure. 
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Either bis gratitude (hall hold him faft, 
And keep him warm and filial to the hfk; 
Or, if he prove unkind (as who can fay. 
Bat, being man, and therefore frail, he may?) 
One comfort yet (hall cheer thine aged heart— 
Howe'er he (light thee, thou haft done thy part. 

Oh barbVous 1 would'ft thou with a Obthic ha 
PuD down theij^hools — what! — all fchools i' th' Ian 
Or throw them up to liv'ry-nags and grooms. 
Or turn them into (hops and auAion rooms ? 
A captious queftion, Sir, (and youis is one) 
Deferves an anfwer (imilar, or none. 
Would^ft thou, po(rc(ror of a flock, employ 
(Appriz'd that he is fuch) a carelefs boy, 
And feed him w^ll, and give him handfome pay. 
Merely to (leep, and let them run aflray ? 
Survey our fchools and colleges, and fee 
V fight not much unlike my (imile. 
rom education, as the leading caufe, 
^e public chara(5ter its colour draws; 
ence the prevailing manners take their caft^ 
ravagant or fober, loofe or chafte. 
\ though I would not advertife them yet^ 
writ^ oa each — Titis building to be Lett 
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Ufileft the worU were aB pr^vM t* 
A plan fTcD worthy to fi^iply their phoe; 
Yttf backward as they are, aad loog haie licc% 
To eolttfate and keep the moeals deasy 
(Forgire the crime) I wiih them, I confe^ 
Or better aaiiag'di or eocoonigM Ids. 



THE DEATH 

OF 

Mfts THROCKMORTON'S BUIJINGH. 

E nymphs ! if e'er your eyes were red 
1th tears o'er haplefs faf'rites ihedf 

O (hare Maria's grief! 
er fav'ritey even in his cage, 
Vhat will not hanger's cruel rage?) 

AflafEn'd by a thief. 

1iere Rhenus (trays his vines amongy 
he egg was laid from which he fpning $ 

And though by nature mute, 
r only with a whifUe bleftf 
'ell-uught, he all the founds exprefi'd^ 

Of flagelet or flute. 

be honours of his ebon poll 
ere brighter than the fleekeft mple ; 
His bofom of the hue 
ith which Aurgra decks the £kieS| 
ben piping winds (hall foon ari& 
To fwecp up all the dewt 
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AboTCy below, in all the honfc. 
Dire foCf alike to bird and mode^ 

No cat had leave to dwell i 
And Bully's cage fnpported ftood^ 
On propt of fmootheft-fliaTen wood, 

LArge built, and latticM wtlk 

Well-lattic'd — but the grate, alas ! 
Net rough with wire of fteel or brafi. 

For Bully's plumage fake. 
But fmooth with wands from Oufe's fide. 
With which, when neatly peePd and driedy 

The fwains their bafkets make. 

Night veii'd the pole. All feem'd fecure. 
When led by inftin£t (harp and fare, 

Subfidence to provide, 
A beaft forth*fallied on the fcout. 
Long-backed, long-tail'd, with whiflcerM fnout, 
And badger-colour'd hide. 

He, entVing at the (ludy-door, 
Its ample area 'gan explore ; 

And fomething in the wind ^ 
CoDJeflurMy fniHing round and round, 
Jicttcr than all the books Vvt (owrvd^ 
Food, chiefly, for xYv^ m\ti^^ 




MRS TROCKMOKTOH^SiBUtFIVCir. fjj 

lift theOf by adverfe fate imprefsMt 
L dream difturb'd poor Bully's reft; 

In fleep he feem^d to view 
L rat, faft-diogiog to the cage» 
Lod fcrearoing at the (ad prefitge* 

Awoke and found it true* 

ory aided both by ear and fcentf 
Jght to lus mark the monfler went— 

Ah» Mufe ! forbear to (peak 
[inute the horrors that enfued ; 
is teeth were ftrong, the cage was W00d«« 

He left poor Bully's beak. 

!e left it-^ut he (hould have ta'en 
hat beaky whence ifliied many a ftraift 

Of fuch mellifluous tone^ 
ight haye repaid him well, I wot, 
>r filencing fo fweet a throatf 

Faft (et within his own. 



aria weeps — The Mufes mourn-*- 
}, when by Bacchanalians tom^ 

On Thracian -Hebrus* fide 
he trce-eachanter Or{^en8 fell ; 
is head alone MfflainM to tdl 

TMe erud dcsuh he died* 
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THE K O S E. 

Tse roTe bad been wafh^d, juS wafh'd in a Ibower, 

Which Mary to Anna coovry'd. 
The plentiful moiftnre incomberM the flover. 

And weighM down its beautiful bead. 



The cup was all filled, and the leaves were all vcc, 

And it feemM to a fiuidful view* 
To weep for the bods it had kft with regrett 

On the flouriftiBg bofh where it g^ew. 

I haftily feizM it, unfit as it was. 

For a nofegay, (o dripping and drown'df 

And fwiD^ng it rudely, too rudely, alas ! 
I fnappM it, it feU to the ground* 

And fuch, I exclaimed, u the pitileis part 

Some adt by the delicate mind, 
Rcgardlefs of wringing and breaking a heart 

Already to forrow refign'd. 

This elegant rofe, bad I (haken it lefs. 

Might have bloom'd with its owner a while, 

And the tear that is wip'd with a little adctf^&f 
May be followed pcihai^^ b^ % (aule« 



% 
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THE POET'S NEW-YEAR'S GIFT.^ 

TO MRS THROCKMORTON* 

vIaria! I have ev'tj good 

For thee wifh'd many a time, 
^oth fady and in a cheerful moodi 

But never yet in rhime, 

fo wi(h thee fairer is no need. 

More prudent, or more fprightly, 
>r more ingenious, or more freed 

From temper-flaws unfightly. 

Vhat favour, then, not yet pofle&'d|| 

Can I for thee require, 
n wedded love already bled. 

To thy whole heart's defire? 

■lone here is happy hut in part; 

Full blifs is blHs divine; 
rhere dwells fome wifh in ev'ry heart, 

And| doubtlefs, one in thine. 

"^at wifh, on fome fair future day. 

Which fate fhall brighUy'gild, 
'Til blamelrfs, be it what it msyr) 

I Wilh it aU fttl£li'd. 
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ODE TO APOLLO. 

OK All IMK-GLAM ALMOST DISBD IV TBI tl 

Patkon of all thofe lucklefs brainSt 
That, to the wrong fide leaning. 

Indite much metre with much painSf 
And little or no meaning. 

Ah why, fince oceans, rivers, (lrea|nS| 

That water all the nations. 
Pay tribute to thy glorious beams. 

In conftant exhalations : 

Why, ftoopbg from the noon of day. 

Too covetous of drink, 
Apollo, haft thou ftoPn away 

A poet's drop of ink? 

Upborne into the viewlefs air. 

It floats a vapour now, 
Impelled through regions denie and tare^ 

By Sill the winds vhax blow. 
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OrdainMy perhaps, ere (ummer flies^ 

CombbM with nullions more. 
To form an iris in the fkies» 

Though Uack and foul before. . 

Illufirious drop! and happy then 

Beyond the happieft lot. 
Of all that ever pafsM my pen^ * 

So foon to be forgot ! 

PhoebuSy if fach be thy defign, 

To place it in thy bow» 
Give wit, that what is left may Ihine 

With equal grace below. 
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CATHARINA. . 

ADDRESSED TO ¥ISS S^APLEXeK^ 

She came — (he is gono^^we htfc met^--' 

And meet perhaps nerer again; 
The fun of that moment b fet^ 

And feems to baye ris'n in vaiOf 
Catharina has fled like a dream— 

( So vanifhes pleafure, alat ! ) 
But has left a regret and efleem 

That will not fo fuddenly pafs* 

The lad evening ramble we made, 

Catharinay Maria* and ly 
Our progrefs was often delayM 

By the nightingale warbling nigh* 
We paus'd under many a tree, 

And much fhe was charmM with a tonei 
Lefs fweet to Maria and me« 

Who had witnefsM fo lately her own. 

My numbers that d$y (he had fung. 
And gave them a grace fo divine. 

As only her mufical tongue 
Could infufe iolto nwcob^^ ^Cmie. 
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he longer I heard, I cfteem'd 
The work of my faocy the more, 

nd cv'n to rayfelf never feem'd 
So tuneful a poet before* 

hough the pleafures of London eKceoA 

In number the days ,of the year^ 
atharina, did nothing impede» 

Would feel herfelf happier here; 
or the clofe-woven arches of limes» 

On the banks of our river, I know^ 
Lre fweeter to her nuoy times 

Than all that the city can fhow. 

it isy when the mind is endued 

With a wdl-judging tafte firom abovej 
!*hen» whether embellifh'd or rude, 

'Tis nature alone that we love, 
rhe achievements of art may amuie. 

May ev'ft our wonder excite, 
ittt groves, hills, and valleys, difiufe 

A lading, a facred delight. 

>bce then in the rural recefs 
Catharina alone' can rejoice, 

Aij it (Hll be her lot to pofTcfs 
The fcene of her fenfible choict \ 
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To inhabit a manfion remote 

From the clatter of ftreet-pacto^ ftecds^ 
Aod by PhiIomei*8 aminal note 

To meafure the life that (he leads. 

With her book, and her Foice* and her lytCy 

To wing aU her moments at home. 
And with fcenes that new rapture in^re 

As oft as it foits her to roam^ 
She will ha?e jaft the life (he prefers. 

With little to wifh or to feur. 
And ours will be pleafant u her'Sf 

Miglit we view her enjojipg it here* 
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A TALE. 

\ HERMIT (or if 'chance you hold 
rhat title now too trite and old) 
V many once yQung, ivho livM retired 
\s hermits could have well defir'd^ 
iiis hours of fludy closed at laft, 
\nd finiAi'd his concife repaftf 
Stoppled his cruifey replac'd his book 
EVithin its cuftomary nook, 
\nd» ftafF in hand, fet forth to (hare 
rhe fober cordial of fweet air. 
Like IfaaCf with a mind appUed 
Fo ferious thought at evening-tide, 
fkutumnal rains had made it chill, 
^nd from the trees that fringM his hilt 
Shades flanting at the dofe of day 
Siill'd more his elfe delightfiil way. 
Diftant a little mile he fpied 
\ Vfdkem bank's fiill fanny ^de, 
Ind right toward the £urptir'd place 
Proceeding with his iun4>|cft Vf^p 

**3 
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In hope to baflc a little yet^ 

Joft reached it when the tan wb^ fet» 

Your hermity young and jofial^ Sin ! 
Learns (bmethiog from whatever occurs— 
And hence, he faid, my nnnd eompotes 
The real worth of man's pniiiiits. 
His objed chofen, wealth or fiupe* 
Or other fuUanary game. 
Imagination to his tiew, 
Prefents it decked with er'ry hue 
That can feduce him not to (pare 
His powers of beft exertion there. 
Bat youth, health, vigoar, to expend 
On fo defirable an end. 
Ere long, approach life's evening (hades. 
The glow that fancy gave it fades ; 
And, eam'd too late, it wants the grace 
Which firft engagM him in the chafe. 

True, anfwer'd an angelic guide, 
Attendant at the fenior's iide*- 
But whether all the time it coft 
To urge the fruitlefs chafe be loft, 
Muft be decided by the worth 
Of that which call'd his ardour forth* 
Triftcs purfuM, whatever th* event, 

Miidcgufc him (hmt Qt ^conmt) 
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L viciotts objed (Ull is worfe, 
ucceisful tbercy he wins a cuiie; 
ut he* whom even in life's laft flafe 
IndeaYonrs laudaUe engage, 
I paid> at leaft in peace of mind, 
jid fenie of having well defign'd; 
iid if> ere he attain his end^ . 
[is fiin precipitate defeend, 
. brighter prize than that he meant 
ball recompence his mere intent. 
o ?irtaoos wifh can bear a dale 
ither too early or too late« 
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THE FAITHFUL FRIEND. 



The green-boure is my fummer feat^ 
My (hrubs difplacM from that retreat 

Enjoy'd the open air ; 
Two goldfiochesy whoTe Q>rightly foog 
Had been their mutual folace loog, 

Liv'd happy prb'ners there. 

They fang, as blidie as finches fin^ 
That flutter loofe on golden wing. 

And frolio where they lift; 
Strangers to liberty, Uis true, 
But that delight they never knew, 

AjQdy therefore, never mifs'd. 

But nature works in ev'ry bread ; 
Inftinfl: is never quite fupprcfs'd f 

And Dick felt fome defires) 
Which, after many an effort vain, 
Inllrudted him at length to gain 

A pals between his wires* 



I 
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PARING TIME ANTICIPATED. 

A FABLE. 

I SHALL not afk Jean Jacques Roufleau *. 
If birds con&bulate or no ; 
'Tis clear that they were sitways able 
To hold difcourfey at leaft» in fable ; 
And ev'n the child» who knows no better^ 
Than to interpret by the letter, 
A ftory of a cock and bally ' 
Mufl; have a mofl uncommon (kull. 

It chanc'd then» on a winter's day. 
But Warm and bright, and calm as May^ 
The birds, conceiving a deCgn 
To foreftal fweet St Valentine, 
In many an orehard, copfe, and groTC, 
Aflembled Qn affairs of love. 
And with much twitter, and much chatCfer, 
Began to agitate the matter. 

* It was oneof the whimfical fpeculations of this phiJ 
that all fables which afcribe reafbn and fpeech to tu 
fliould be withheld from children, as being only vchicto ' 
deception. But what child was ever deceived bjf tlie!«r< 
can be, againft t\ic evidtmc^ o^ VvU fenfes ? 
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Lt length a Bulfioch, who could boaft 
lore years and wifdom than the mo(l» 
Untreated, op'ning wide his beakj 
^ moment^s liberty to fpeak ; 
indy filence publicly enjoiii*d» 
)elivcr*d briefly thus his mind* 

My friends ! be cautious how ye treat 
he fubjeA upon which we meet ; 
fear we (hall have winter yet. 

A finch, whofs tongue knew no controol^ 
^ith golden wing and fattin polcy '^ 

laft year's bird, who ne'er had tried 
liat marriage means, thus pert replied* 
Methinks the gentleman, ^uoth fhe, 
ppofite in the apple-tree, 
f his good'Will would keep us fingle, 
ill yonder heav'n and earth (hall mingle^ 
r (which is likelier to befall) 
U death exterminate us all. 
aiarry without more ado, 
J dear Dick Redcap, what fay you ? 
Dick heard, and tweedling, ogling, bridiingi 
irniog (hort round, ftrutting and fideling^ 
•efted, glad, his approbation 

4h immediate conjugation. 
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Their fentimeati fo well ezprds^d^ 

Influenced mightily the reft. 

All poirMy and each pair built a neft. 

But though the birds were thus in haftCf 
The leaves came on not quite fo fiifi^ 
And deftiny, that fometimes bears 
An afped ftcm on man's affiurst 
Not altogether fmilM on theirs* 
The windy of late breath'd gently forthf 
Now (kifbed eaft and eaft by north* 
Bare trees and (hrubs but ill, yon knoni^ 
Could fhelter them from raia or fiiow; 
Stepping info their nefts, they paddled, 
Themfelves were chilPd, their eggs were addUl 
Soon ev^ry lather bird and mother 
Grew quarrelfome, and pecked each others 
Parted without the leaft regret, 
£xcept that they had ever met. 
And leamMy in future, to be wifer. 
Than to negledt a good advifer. 

ZNSTRUCTIOK* 

Mifles ! the tale that I relate 

This Icflbn feems to carry-*- 
Choofe not alone a proper mate^ 

But prpper limtto marry. 
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THE NEEDLESS ALARM. 

A TALE. 

ERE IS a field through which I often pafs, 
ck overfpread with mofs and (ilky grafs^ 
joining clofe to ELilwick^s echoing woody 
ere oft the bitch-fox hides her haplefs broody 
erv'd to folace many a neighboring 'fquire, 
it he may follow them through brake and briar, 
tufion hazarding of neck or fpine» 
ich rural gentlemen call fport divine, 
arrow brook by rufliy banks concealM, 
s in a bottom, and divides the field ; 
s interfperfe it, that had once a head, 
now wear crefts of oven- wood inftead ; 
I where the land flops to its watVy bourn, 
c yawns a gulf bcfide a ragged thorn ; 
ks line the fides, but fhiver'd long ago* 
horrid brambles intertwine below ; 
illow fcoop'd, I judge in ancient time, 
baking earth, or burning rock to lime. 
X.. II. c c 
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Not yet tl»e hawthorn bore her berries red, 
"MTith which the fieKlfare, wintry gueft, is ftd; 
Ktir ;»utiinin ytt liad brufh'd from cv'ry fpray, 
With her chill hand, the meliov; leaves away; 
i3nt corn was hous'd, and beans were in the ihck, 
Now, therefore, ifTued forth the fpottcd pack, 
AViih tails high mounted, ears hung low, and thro3:s 
With a whole gamut lill'd of hcav'nly notes, 
Vor which, al:ts ! my dciHny fevere, 
Though cars (lie gave me two, gave me no car. 

The fun, accomplifhing his early march, . 
Ills lamp now planted on heav'n^s topmaft arcb| 
When, exercife and air my only aim, 
And heedlefs whither, to that field I came. 
Ere yet with ruthlefs joy the happy hound 
Told hill and dale tfiat Reynard's track was found, 
Or with the high-rais'd horn's melodious clang 
All Kiiwick * and all Dinglc-derry * rang. 

Sheep grazM the field ; fome with foft bofom pret* '. 
The herb as foft, while nibbling ftray'd the rclli 
Nor noife was heard but of the hafty brook, 
Struggling, detain'd in many a petty nook. 
All fccm'd fo peaceful, that from them cbnvcy'd 
To me, their peace by kind contagion fpread. 

* Two woods \ie\oT»^\n^ x^ '^owu'Wix^'^V^mQrton, ^ 
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But when the huntfman, with diftended clieek^ > 
Gan make his iDdrument of mufic (peak, 
\nd from within the wood that crafh was heard, 
rhough not a hound from whom it burd appear'd> 
fhe (heep recumbent, and the fheep that graz'd, 
\\l huddling into phalanx, (lood and gaz'd, 
\.dmiring, terrified, the novel drain, 
rhencoursM the field around, and cours'd it round again; 
3ut, recoileding with a fudden thought, 
rhat flight in circles urgM advanc'd them Dought, 
rhey gathered clofe around the old pit's brink, 
\.Dd thought again— but knew not what to think. 

The man to folitude accuftom'd long, 
Perceives in ev^ry thing that lives a tongue ; 
^ot animals alone, but fhrubs and trees, 
ilave fp^ech for him, and underAood with eafe; 
Khtr long drought, when rains abundant fall, 
je hears the herbs and flowers rejoicing all ; 
Sldows what the frefhnefs of their hue implies. 
How glad they catch the largenefs of the fkies; 
}ut with precifion nicer flill, the mind 
"le fcans of cv'ry loco-motive kind ; 
ifards of all feather, beafts of evVy name, 
iliat ferve mankind, or fhun them, wild or tame; 
rhe looks and geflures of their griefs and fears 
SavCj all, ardculation in his ears \ 
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He fpslls them true by intution's light. 
And needs no glofTiU'y to fet him right. 

This truth premis'd wu needful as a tex;, 
To win due credence to what follows next. 

Awhile they mus'd ; furveying evVy face» 
Thcu hadd fuppos'd them of fuperlcr race ; 
Their periwigs of wool» and fears combtn^d» 
StampM on each countenance fuch marks of mind. 
That fage they feem'd, as lawyers o^er a doubt. 
Which, puzzling long, at laft they puzzle out ; 
Or academic tutors, teaching youths. 
Sure ne'er to want them, roathematic truths ; 
When thus a mutton, flatelier than the reft, 
A ram, the ewes and wethers, fad, addrefs'd. 

Friends ! we have liv'd too long. I never beard 
Sounds fuch as thefe, fo worthy to be fearM. 
Could I believe, that winds for ages pent 
In earth's dark womb have found at laft a vent, 
And from their prifon-houfe below arife. 
With all thcfe hideous bowlings to the fkies, 
I could be much composed, nor fhould appear 
Tor fuch a caufe to feel the flighteft fear. 
Yourfclves have feen, what time the thunders rolW 
All night, me reding quiet in the fold. 
Or heard we that tremendous bray alone, 
I cuuld expound lUc mdwvcXwiVj \.oivc ; 
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Should deem it by our old companion made^ 
The afs ; for he, we know, has lately flray'd. 
And being loft, perhaps, and wand'ring wide, 
Might be fuppos'd to clamour for a guide. 
But, ah ! thofe dreadful yells what foul can hear. 
That owns a carcafe, and not quake for fear? 
Dflsmons produce them, doubtlefs, brazen- claw*d 
And fang'd with brafs the demons are abroad ; 
I hold it, therefore, wifeft and mo(l fit, 
That, life to (kve, we leap into the pit. 

Him anfwer'd then his loving mate and true. 
Bat more difcreet than he, a Cambrian ewe. 

How ? leap into the pit our life to fave ? 
To fave our life leap all into the grave ? 
^or can we find it Icfs ? Contemplate firft 
^he depth how awful ! falling there, we burft ; 
t fhould the brambles, interpos'd, our fall 
part abate, that happinefs were fmall ; 
r with a race like theirs no chance I fee 
peace or eafe to creatures clad as we. ^ 
antime, noife kills not. Be it Dapple's bray, 
be it not, or be it whofe it r-:ay, 
'. rufh thofe other founds, th^it feem by tongues 
aemons utter'd, from whatever lungs, 
ds are but founds, and till the caufe appear, 
ave at lead commodious {landing hert. 

c c ^ 
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Corns, fieod, coise, fary, giaot, moDfter, blaft 
From earth or hell, we csm but plunge at lail. 

While thus (he fpake, I faioter heard the peals, 
Fcr Reynard, clofe attended at his heels. 
By panting dog, tird man, and fpatter'd horfe. 
Through mere good fortune, took a difPrent couHe 
The flock grew calm again, and I, the road 
Following that led me to my own abode. 
Much wonder'd that the filly (heep had found 
Such caufe of terror in an empty found. 
So fweet to huntfman, gendeman, and hound. 

MORAL. 

Beware of defp^rate (leps. The darkeft dav 
(Lire till to-morrow) will haye pafs'd away. 



2. 



THE DOG AND WATER-LILY. SpJ 

DOG AND THE WATER-LILY. 

m 

NO FABLE, 

on was fhady, and foft airs 
t Oufe's (ilent tide, 
feap'd from literary cares, 
ider'd on his fide. 

lie], prettied of his race, 

high in pedigree, 

ymphs *, adorn'd with ev'ry grace, 

fpaniel found for me) 

mtonM lofl in flags and reeds, 
darting into fight 
the fwaliow o'er the meads 
fcarce a flower flight. 

he time when Oufe difplay'd 
iiies newly blown; 
eauties I intent furvey'd, 
one I wifh'd my own. 

Sir Robert Gunning's tluughter. 
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With cane extended far I fought 

To fleer it clofe to land ; 
But dill the prize, though nearly caught* 

Efcap'd my eager hand. 

Beau roark'd my uniucceTsfu] pain^ 

With fixt confid'rate face. 
And puzzling fat his puppy brains 

To comprehend the cafe* 

But with a chirrup clear and (bong, 

Difperfing all his dream, 
I theqce withdrew, and followM long 

The windings of the (hream. 

My ramble finifhM, I returned. 

Bfnu trotting far before 
The floating wreath again difcemM, 

And plunging left the fhore. 

I faw him with that lily cropp'd 

Impatient fwim to meet 
My quick approach, and foon he dropp*d 

The treafure at my feet* 
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IharmM with the light, the world, I cried, 

Shall hear of this thy deed, 
ly dog (ball mortify the pride 

Of man's fuperior breed; 

Jut, chief, myfelf I will enjoin. 

Awake at duty's call, 
ro fhow a love as prompt as thine 

To Him who gives me al^ 
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ON THE RECEIPT OF 

MY MOTHER'S PICTURE 

OUT OF NORFOLK, 
THE GIFT OF MY COUSIN ANN BODHlU. 

Oh that thofe lips had language! Life his pafi'd 
With me but roughly fince I heard thee iaft. 
Thofe lips are thine — thy own fweet fmiles I bc$ 
The fame that oft in childhood folaced me ; 
Voice only fails, elfe, how diftinft they lay^ 
*< Grieve not, my child, chafe all thy fears atriy!' 
The meek intelligence of thofe dear eyes 
( Blefl be the art that can immortalize, 
The art that baffles timers tyrannic c]aiiir<iHc. 
To quench it) here fhlnes on me (HII the fame* 

Faithful remembrancer of one fo dear, 
Oh welcome gue(l, though unexpeAed, here ! 
Who bidden me honour with an artlefs fon^ 
Affectionate, a mother lofl fo long. 
I will obey, not willingly alone, 
But gladly, as the precept were her own; 
-And, while that face renews my filial grief. 
Fancy Ihall we^ive ^ c\\2lxw\ Iw tw^ x^^SL^df-^ ^ 
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>hall deep me in Elyilan reverie, 

\ momentary dream» that thou art (he. 

My mother! when I learn'd that thou waft deady 
lay, wad thou confcious of the tears I (hed? 
iover'd thy fpirit o'er thy furrowing foe, 
Vretch even then, life's journey juil begun ? 
^erhaps thou gav'ft me, though unfeen, a kifs; 
^erhaps a tear, if fouls can weep in blifs — 
^li that maternal fmile ! it anfwers^ — Yes. 

heard the bell toll'd on tliy burial day, 

law the hearfe that bore thee (low away, 
V.nd, turning from my nurs'ry window, drew 
1. long, long figli, and wept a lafl adieu! 
Jut was itfuch? — It was. — Where thou art gone 
Adieus and Eirewells are a found unknown, 
•^ay I but meet thee on that peaceful fliore, ' 

he parting found fliall pafs my lips no more! 

hy maidens griev'd themfelves at my concern, 
^ft gave me promife of a quick return. 
^hat ardently I wi(h'd, I long believ'd, 
- nd, difappointed ftill, was dill deceiv'd; 
y di(appointment every day beguil'd, 
^^p€ of to-morrow even from a child. 
'^Us many a fad to-morrow came and went, 
^^9 all my (lock of infant forrows f^at^ 
'^arn'd at laft /ijbmi/Eon to my Vol, 
*'# tfto^gfi I ic/s deplor'd tbce, n^*ct lot^^"^^ 
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Where once we dwcI^ our name is heard no mc 
Children not thine have trod my nurs'ry floor; 
A nd where the gard'ner Robin, day by day, 
Drew me to fchool along the public way. 
Delighted with my bauble coach, and wrapt 
In fcarlet mantle warm, and velvet capt, 
'Tis now become a hiflory little known. 
That once we call'd the paft'ral houfe our own. 
Short- liv'd pofleffion ! but the record ftiir. 
That mem'ry keeps of all thy kindnefs there,^— j^ 
Still outlives many a ftorm that has eflac'd ,^CfC' 
A thoufand other themes lefs deeply trac'dfl i/';3 
Thy nightly vifits to my chamber made. 
That thou might'ft know me fafe and warmly* 
Thy morniRg bounties ere 1 left my home. 
The bifcuit or confedkionary plum ; 
The fragrant waters on my cheeks beftow'd, 
By thy own hand, tiU frefh they fhone and glow'd: 
All this, and, more endearing (lill than all. 
Thy conftant flow of love, that knew no fall. 
Ne'er roughen'd by thofe cataradls and breaks 
Tliat humour interpos'd too often makes ; 
All this ftill legible in memory's page. 
And flill to be fo to my lateft age, 
Adds joy to duty, makes me glad to pay 
Such honours to iVict ?is rew w««^^\^\k«-^ 

x 
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^eriiaps a frail memorial, but fmcere, 

Tot fcom'd in heaven, thoagh little noticM here, 

Coald ume, his flight revers'd, reftore the hours 
Nhen playing with thy vefture^s tiiTued flowers, 
rhe violet, the pink, and jaflamioe, 
[ prick'd them into paper with a pin, 
[And thou waft happier than myfelf the while, 
KToold'ft foftly fpeak, and ftroke my head and fmile) 
uoold thofe few pleafapt hours again appear. 
Might one wi(h bring them, would J wifli them here? 
I would not truft my heart — the dear delicht 
Seems fo to be defliM, perhaps I might.-— 
But no— what here we call our life is fucb, 
So little to be lov'd, and thou fo much, , 
That I fliould ill requite thee to conflrain 
Thy unbound fpirit into bonds again. 

Thou, as a gallant bark from Albion's coaft 
(The ftorm^ all weatherM and the ocean cros'd) 
Shoots into port at fome well-haven'd ifle. 
Where fpices breathe and brighter feafons fmiley 
There fits quiefcent on the floods that fliow 
Her beauteous form reflected clear below, 
"While airs impregnated with incenfe play 
Jkround her, fanning light her dreamers gay ; 
So thou, with fails how fwift! haft tt^LcVi ^ ^^^ ^<^x^ 
••Where tempeRs never beat nor b'vWovi^ to^x"* >* 

WOL» II. D D 
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And *}..y lov'J cor.fbrt on ti.e dangVous tuie 
Or iife, long rir.ce, faos anchored at diy fide. 
Tut rr.c, fcaicc hoping to attain thai red, 
Alw?* s from port witUieldy always diflrdsM— 
Mc howling winds drive devious, temped tofs'di 
Siitlz rip:. Teams op'ning wide, and conipafs lolly 
And day by day fume current's thwarting force 
Sets me more diflant from a profperous courfe. 
But oh the thought, that thou art iafe, and he! 
"i'liat thought is joy, arrive what may to me> 
My boail is not that J deduce my birth 
From loins enthroned and ru'ers of the eartli ; 
But higher far my proud jjretcnCons rife— 
Tiie fon of parents pafs'd into the fkies. 
And now, farewell — time, unrevok'd, has run 
His wonted courfe, yet what I wifli'd is done. 
By contemplations l.elp, not fought in vain, 
I Iccm t' have liv'd my childhood o'er again; 
*J^o have rcnew'd the joys that once were mioe^ 

I 

Without the fin of violating thine ; 
And, while the wings of f«ncy flill are free, 
A.nd r can view this mimic fliew of thee. 
Time has \v\t iialf fuccecdcd in his theft— 
,ri'yft:!f removed, thy power to foothe mc left. 



THE 

DIVERTING HISTORY 

OP 

JOHN GILPIN; 

>WING HOW HE WENT FARTHER THAK B^ 
STENDED, AND CAME SAFE HOME AGAIN. 



Gilpin was a citizen 
credit and renown, 
n-band captain eke was he 
famous London town. 

3i]pin?s ipoufe faid to her dear— ^ 
>ugh wedded we have been 
twice ten tedious years, yet we 
holiday have feen* 

D D 2 
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To-acBmr h Dsr ^ireu£B|;-day, 

And ire vil: tbai repair 
Uittio die BcS ai EJiDOstoei 
AH 19 a c'gHr &Dd pur. 

Mj £iler, ud my Eiier's diiU, 



Win fin the cbaile ; ibyoaanftiide 
Ofe hodelaciL afier 



He fboa icpSied — ^I do adinire 

Of wnnankind bat ooe» 
And joa are fliet ny deareft dear j 

Tbcrefbre it flail be dooe. 

I am a linen-dnper bold. 
As all the world doth know. 

And iDj good friend the calender 
Will lend his horfe to go. 

Quoth Mrs Gilpin— That's well laid i 
And» for that wine is dear. 

We will be fumifli'd with our own, 
\Sliich is both bright and dear. 




/ 
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I Gilpm kifsM his loving wife ; 
*erjoy'd was he to find 
t, though on pleafure (he was bent, 
he had a frugal mind. 

morning came, the chaife was brought, 

ut yet was not ailow'd , 

In ^'f 

drive up to the door, leaft all f^j 

hould fay that fhe was proud. 

hree doors oif the chaife was (layM, 
ihert they did all get in ; 
precious fouls, and all agog 

dafh through thick and thin ! 

ck went the whip, round went the wheels, 
ITere never folk fo glad, 
fiones did rattle underneath 
lS if CheapGde were road. 

1 Gilpin at his horfe^s fide 
eizM fail the flowing manef 
I up he got, in hafle to ride, 
»ut foon came down again ; 

DD 3 



Although it gric/d him fore ; 

Vet loft of pcDce, full well be kaevi 

Would trouble iiim much mwe. 



'Twu long be&re the cuftotners 
Were fuited to their miud. 

When Betty fcreamirig came down I 
•• The wine it left bebiad!" 

Good lack 1 quoth he— yet briog it 
My leathero belt likewife. 

Id which 1 bear my trufty fword 
Wheo I do exercife. 

Now minrefs Gitpln (carefiil foul!) 
Had two ftoDc boitlei found) 

To hold the liquor that flie IotM, 
And keep it lafe and found. 



/"» over aZr ^^^ ^ 
° *e Cried ,n " . ^ned. 



^^^^^1 Who caoMK fit apn^t, 

^^^H He gnTp'd the mat mAhoAiith 

^^^^^1 Asd eke wib >II bit ai^ht. 

^^^B The 

^^H Thi 
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Htf borfe, who nno- u thit bit 

Had handled been bcfbic. 
What thing npM hit bock bad got 

Kd wondei mme and mofc. 

Away went Gilpin, ocdi or aaa^t 
Away went hat and wig !— 

He little dreamt, when be bt om. 
Of running fiich a rig I 

The wind did blow, the doke did fl 
Like Dreamer long and guy, 

Till, loop and button failing both, 
At lait it flew away. 

Then miglit all peaple well difccm 
The bottles lie had flun;; ; 

A botlle fwirginp, at each lide, 
Ai hath been faid or fung. 






■***r Went GiJ • 



— -- pound » 
»j, ^ ^ as it- J 

^o^r'^'"'*'^ to ***"««•> 

open tbrcy,. 

^o ran the w; 

** made /,;, ^ ^^*«n. 
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But dill he feemM to carry weighty 

With leathern girdle bracM ; 
For all might fee the bottle-necks 

Still dangling at his waift; 

Thus all through merry Ifliilgtoa 

Thefe gambols he did play. 
And till he came Ufito the Wafli 

Of Edmonton fo gay. 

And there he threw the wa(h about 

On both fides of the way, 
Jud like unto a trundling mop^ 

Or a wild goofe at play. 

At Edmonton his loving wife 

From the balcony fpied 
Her tender hufband, wondering much 

To fee how he did ride. 

Stop, flop, John Gilpin !— Here's the hodea^ 

They all at once did cry; 
The dinner waits, and we are tirM: 

Said Gilpin — So am I ! 



JOHH GILFIN, ^1$ 

t yet his horfe was not a whit 
inclin'd to tarry there ; 
' why? — his owner had a houfq 
^\x\l ten miles off, at Ware. 

[ike an arrow fwift he flew* 
hot by an archer ftrong ; 
iid he fly — which brings me ta 
i'he middle of my fong. 

ay went Gilpin, out of breathy 
Lod fore again (I his will, 
at his friend the calender's 
[is horfe at laft ftood (lUl. 

calender, amazM to fee 
lis neighbour in fuch> triro» 
[ down his pipe, flew to the gate^ 
nd thus accofled him :-~ 

t news ? what news ? your tidings \dl i 
sU me you muft and fliallr— 
Bifhy bare-headed- you are con^e, 
r why you come at all. 
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Now GUpu had a plcalant wit* 
Acd lor'd a dnid J joke ! 

And thus imto the cakndcr 
Id merry gpik he fjxike:—- 



I came becade yoar hoffe wonU come; 

Andy if I well forebode. 
My hat and wig will iboD be here—- 

They are upoa the road. 

The calender, right glad to fiod 

His friend in merry pia, 
RetumM him not a fingle word* 

But to the houfe went in ; 

Whence ftraight he came with hat and wg ; 

A wig that flowM behind, 
A hat not much the worfe for wear» 

Each comely in its kind. 

He held them up, and, in his tunii 

Thus fliow'd hfs ready wit— ^ 
My head is twice as big as yours, 

They there^re oeeds mud fit. 



^ 
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it let me fcrape the dirt away 
That hangs upon your hcc^ 
od (lop and eat, for well you may 
Be in a hungry cafe. 

id John«-It is my wedding-day. 
And all the world would (laie 
wife fliould dine at Edmonton, 
And I (hould dine at Ware ! 

»9 turning to his horfe, he (Sud— 
I am in hafte to dine ; 
*wa8 for your pleafure you came here. 
You (hall go back for mine. 

h, lucklefs fpeech, and bootlefs boaft ! 

For which he paid full dear ; 
or, while he (pake, a braying afs 

Did (ing moft loud and clear; 

Hiereat his horfe did fnort, as he 

Had heard a lion roar, 
>iid gallopM off with all his might, 

As he had done before* 

f OL. II. £ B 
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Away west Cilpio, aii4 avay 
Went GUpio's hit and wig ! 

He loft them foooer thao at iirft— 
For why ? — they were too big ! 

Now, Mrs Gilpin, whea Ae &w 

Her hufband poding down 
Into the country far away. 

She puird out half a crown; , 

And thus unto the youth ihe fatd 
That drove them to the BeU-« 

This (hall be yours when you bring back 
My hufband fafe and welK 

The youth did ride, and foon did meet 

Jolm coming back amain ; 
\Vhom in a trice he tried to ftop. 

By catching at his rqin ; 

Butf not performig what he meant. 
And gladly would have dooe, 

The frighted deed he frighted more, 
And made him fader run. 
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Away went Gilpm, and away 
Went poft-boy at his heels !— 

The pod-boy's hoife right glad to miTs 
The lumb'ring of the wheels* 

Six gentlemen upon the road, 
■' Thus feeing Gilpin fly, 
With poft-boy fcampVing in the rear, 
They raised the hue aud cry :— 

Stop thief! flop thief !— a highwayman f 
Not one of them was mute ; 

find all and each that pa&M that way 
Did join in the purfuit. 

\.nd now the turnpike gates again 

Flew 6pen in (hort fpace ; 
r'he toll-men thinking, as before. 

That GiJpin rode a race. 

V.iid fo he did^aird won it tool — 

Por he got firft to town ; 
S^or ftoppM till where he had got up 

He did again get down. 



3'l 
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f TBt BIlTOiT OI, St^ 

And Gilpu*, k»g Utejxj 
Maylbetharetofce- 



STANZAS, 

SDBJOII/ED to a Bill or UOBTAlirf 

tOK 
THE PAltlSH OF ALL-SAINtS, 
IN THE TOWN OF NORTHAMfTON. 

Anno Domini 17 87. 

J^aUiJa Mors £quo fuirat pisde fOuperum labemas^ 
Regumque iurres. HollAti 

^ale Death, with equal foot ftrikes wide the door 
Of toyal Halls and hovels of tlie Poor. 



IP^fiiLE thirteen moons faw fmoothly ruft 
The Kent's bafge-laden waTC, 

<A1] thefe, Life's rambling jonrney done^ 
Have found their home^^^thc Grave. 

"VV^at Man, (ftail always) made more fir^ii 

Than in foregoing years? 
X)id Famine or did Plague pirevail^ 

THat fo much dcat^appearsl 

K » 1 
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No.— Thefe were vigorous as their fires. 

Nor Plague nor Famine came ; 
This annual tribute Death requireSf 

And never waves his claim* 

Like crowded foreft-trees we (huid> 
And fome are mark'd to fidl ; 

The axe will fmite at God's command> 
And foon (hall fmite us alL 

Green as the Bay-treey ever green 

With it's new foliage on. 
The Gay, the Thought]efs> I have feen, 

I pa&M— and they were gone. 

Ready ye that run ! the folemn truth 
With which I charge my page ; 

A Worm is in the Bud of Youth, 
And at the Root of Age. 

No prefeot Health ca^ Health infure 

Forget an hour to come ; 
No raed'cine though it often cure^ 

C^n always baulk tbe tomb. 



' A BILL OF MORTALITY. 

And} Oh ! that humble as my Lot 

And fcornM as is my (bain, 
Thefe truths, though known, too much forgot] 

I may not teach m vain, 

•So prays your Clerk with all his heart. 

And ere he quits the pen, 
33egs you for once to take his part 

And anfwer all— Amen ! 
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1788. 

^uoJ adestf memento 
Componere aquus; cetera Jiumtnlf 
Rituferunter* 

Improve the prefent Hour, for all befide 
Is a mere Feather on a Torrent's Tide. 



HoRAci;. 



^ouLD I, from Heaven infpir'd, as fure pre&ge 
t'o whom the rifing Year fhall proyt hif laft; 
^9 I can mimber in my pundual Page, 
^nd Item down the Vi6lims of the paft^ 
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How each would trembliog wait the monnifiii Sheets 
On which the Prefs might fhunp him next to die; 
And, reading here his Seotence, how replete 
With anxious meaning, Heav*!! ward turn hit Eye! 

Time, then, would (eem more precious than the Joyi 
In which he fports away the Treafure now; 
And Pray'r, more fealbnaUe than the Noife 
Of Drunkard's, or the Mufiodrawiog Bow* 

Then, doubtlefs, many a Trifler on the Brink 
Of this World's hazardous and headlong Shoit, 
ForcM to a Paufe, would feel it good to think) 
Told that his fetting Sun muft r^e no more. 

Ah, felf-decciv'd ! Could I, prophetic, 6y, 
Who next is fated, and who next, to IkH, 
The Reft might then feem privilegM to play; 
But, naming nonef the Voice now (peaks to ALL* 

Obferve the dappled ForeAers, how light 
They bound and airy o'er the funny Glade-^ 
One falls — the Reft wide icattefd with affrighti 
VaniAi at once into the darl^ft Shade. 
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A BILL OF MORTALITY, 

id we their Wifdomy (hould we often wara'di 
11 need repeated warningSy and at lafl:» 
thoufand awful admonitions (cornM, 
!e felf-accus'd of life all run to wafte ? 
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i wq/le ! for which no after-thrift atones : 
le grave admits no cure for guilt or fin. 
;w-drops may deck the turf that hides th^ bones^ 
t tears of godly grief ne'er flow within. 

am theni ye living! by the mouths be taugbt 
' all thefe (epulchres, inftruftors true, 
laty foon or late» Death alfo is your lot* 
id the next op'niog grave may yavm iotyouK 



}>& 8TAHZAS IVBJOIHO TO 



1789. 

m^PIacidaq; Hi demttm morte fuUvii. 

Vita 

There calm, tt length, he breath'd his foul twty. 



<< Oh moft dcKghtfal hour by oAn 

** Experienced here belaw, 
^ The hour that termiDates his Ipaoy 

** His folly, and his woe ! 

<< Worlds (hould not bribe me back to tread, 

" Again life's dreary wade, 
•' To fee again my Day o'crfjjread 

" With all the gloomy Part. 

" My Home henceforth is in the (kies» 
** Earth, Seas, and Sun adieu ! 

** All Heaven unfolded to my eyes, 
** I have no fight for you/* 
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Ipake Afpado, firm pofTefs'd 
Df Faith's fupporting rod, 
en breath'd his (bul into its red, 
rhe bofom of his God. 

was a maOf among the kw, . 
iincere on Virtue*s fide ; 
j all his fhength from Scripture drew, 
To hourly ufe apply'd. 

;t rule he prizM, by what he fearM> 
le hated, hopM, and lov'd ; 
ever frownM, or fad appeared, 
•ut when his heart had rov'd, 

he was frail as thou or I» 
.nd evil felt within ; 
when he felt it, heav'd a figh^ 
.nd loathM the thought of tiin. 

I livM AfpaGo ; and| at lafl, 
allM up from Earth to Heav'n, 
gulph of Death triumphant pafs'dt 
7 gaits of blel&ng driven* 



324 STASIAS SUBJOISSD TO 

Hit joys be mime, each reader cries. 
When Dy hft hour arrives ! 

They (hall be yours my Vcife replies. 
Such OVLT be your 



1790. 
Ne comntomniem retia tperm^ 

BUCBARAV. 

Defpife not my good connfel. 



He who fits firom day to day. 
Where the prifonM lark is hung^ 

Heedlefs ot his loudeft by» 

Hardly knows that he has fang. 

Where the watchman in his round 
Nightly lifts his voice on high, 

None» accuftomM to the found. 
Wakes the fooner for his cry. 



A BILL OF MORTALITT. 

So yoiirTerie*roan I, and C]erk> 
Yearly in my fong proclaim 

Death at hand — yourfelvcs his mark— - 
And the foe's unerring aim. 

.3>iily at my time I come# 
^ Publifliing to all aloud — 
' Sooo the grave mud be your horne^ 
i^d your only fuiti a (hrowd. 



the monitory drain , 
Oft repeated in your ears, 
I^Cieduu to found too much in vaint 
fdT. •• Wins DO notice, wakes no fears. 
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a troth, by all confcis'd 

hOf liicti magnitude and weight, 
rov» by being oft comprefs'd, 
Trifial 29 a parrot^s prate ? 

ore's eall attention wins, 
^ Hear it often as we may ; 

as ever feem ovr fins, 
Though committed er'ry day. 




^t6 9TJM%A$ SVBJOIIIBD TO 

Death and Judgment, Heflv'ik and Helk^ 

Thefe alone, fo often lietrd^ 
No more mo?e us thm tbt bell 

When foroe ftranger is inteiT'd* 

Oh then, ere the turf or tomb 

Cover us from ev'ry eye. 
Spirit of inftru^Hon, come. 

Make ps learn that we nmA die! 



1792* 

Felix qtdpotult rerum cognoscere cavsas^ 
^iq: mepu omnes et inexorabil fatum 
Subjecit pedibtUf strepifumq; Acherdniis Ovafi ! 

Happy the nnortal, who has trac*^ ttiects 

To their First Cause, cast feaf bc^oeatli hi* f<^ 

And Death, and roaring Hell*s voracious fires! 



THANKLESS for favours from pnr hig^ 

Man thinks he fades too fooo; 
Tbo' 'tis iiis priy\\e^c lo die^ 
Would he imjTovt \3tit\>^ti^% 



A BILL 0# MO&TALlTf« 3I7 

ley not wife enoi^h to fcan 
s bed concerps aright, 
id gladly (Iretch lifie's little fpaa 
» agesy if he might* 

^es in a world of paia«*~ 
» jf^«/ where he goes» 
1 by aiSidtion^s h^avy cb^iv^ 
id hopelefs of repofe. 

le fondeeis of the hnmaa hetiCt 
amour'd of its harm i 
;e wor]^ that cofb it fo much fmaiti 
id (till has powV to ch^m* 

ice has the world her magic pow'r ^ 
ly deem we death a fee^ 
1 firom weary lifeH beft honiv 
d oo?ei loDger woe I 

aufe is Cofifetence»— <}onfcience oft 
r tale of guilt, renews ; 
oice is terrible, though fbfe 
d dread of death enfue*. 



JlS ITAKZAI SUBJOtMSD T 

Tlicn anxiont to be looger fyaj'i 
Mm monmi his fleeting breath ; 

All evila ihen feeiii light, compar'd 
With the approach of Death. 

'Ti« Judgment Ihakei him j there'i tb 
That pTomptt the wilh to {ixf : 

He has incurr'd a l«Bg airear, 
And moA defpair to pay. 

Pay ! — follow CxKiiT, and al! b pali 
His death your peace infuret; 

Think on the Grave where Hm was lai 
And calmdcfccnd.to jiatir/. 



^793- 
is a»tem bte jit um jtntaitui, at i 

ClCEK 

But let HI ill concur ia this sentio 
That thinn iacie 



Kc livn wbo lives tq Goo, alone ; 
It are dead beGdet 
T fotirec than God, is Done 



A MLL OF MCXRTALITT* ^2 

To live to God, is to reqaitc ^ 

His love as beft we nia3^ ; 
To make his precepts o^r 4ctigllt9 

His promifes our ftay^ 

But life, within a narrow nag 

Of giddy joys coropris'c^ 
Is £dfely namMy and a» fwk i\k¥»g^ ' 

But rather death difguis^ 

Can life in them, defenre tlie nanM> 

Who only live, to provo 
Tor what poor toys, they ca» di(bktni 

An endlefs life above ? 

"Who, much difeas'd, yet nothing fitel^; 

Mach menaced, nothing dread; 
2lave wounds, which on^y Oon can he*)) - * 

Yet never afk his aid ! 

XVho deem his houfe an ufelefs phce ; 

Faith, want of commoo fenfe ; 
«/^iid ardour in the Chridian race, 

A hypocrite's pretence ! 



330 STAHftAS SU9JQIMBD TO, tCC. 

Who trample order ; and the day 

Which God afTerts his own» 
Difhonour with unhal|pwM play» 

And worihip Chance alone ! . 

If fcorn of God's commandst imprelt'd 

On word and deed> imply 
The better part of mao» unbleftM 

With Life that cannot die } 

Such want it;— and that Waoti imcur^d 

Till man refign his breath, 
Speaks him a Criminalf afTur'd 

Of everlaftbg death. 

Sad period to a pleafant courfe ! 

Yet fo will God repay 
Sjuhbaths profap'd without remorfC} 

And Mercy caft away. 



THE ENCHANTMENT DISSOLVED. 
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: ENCHANTMENT DISSOLVED- 



^D in youth by Satan's artSs 
odd to our unpraftisM hearts 
att'ring proipeA (hows; 
icy forms a thoufand fchemcs 
delights, and golden drean^$| 
undiilurbM repofc, 

le dcfcrt^s dreary waftcy 
>ic powV product in haftcy 
ancient fables fay) 

and groves, and muiic fweet^ 
ifes of the trav'ller meet], 

flop him in his way; 

ile he liftens with furprii^, 
arm di£blves, the vifion dies, 
IS but enchanted ground: 
' the Lord our fpirit touch, 
>rld, which promisM us fo inucby 
Uderoels is found- 



33^ LIQ9T SSIKUIQ OUT Ot 1U&KHBSS.* 

At firft we ftart, and fed dUbefs'd, 
CoofincM we nefer can have reft 

In fach a wretched place ; 
But He whofe mercy breaks the ckanii» 
Reveals hb own almighty arm^ 

And bids ut feek his fiice. 

Then we begin to Kye indeed. 
When from our fio and bondage freed 

By this beloved Friend ; 
We follow him from day to day, 
AflarM of grace thro^ all the way. 

And glory at the end. 
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Light shinh^g out of darkni 

God moves in a royfterious way. 

His wonders to perform ; 
He plants his footfteps in the ki^ 

And rides upon the dorm. 

Deep in unfathomable mio.cs 

Of never-failiqg fkill> 
He trcafures up hU bright defign.s^ 
And works V\« Wit\^^ v*^. 



LIGHT SHINING O^T OF DARKNESS. 

Ye fearful faints, frefh courage take. 

The clouds ye fo much dread 
Are big with mercy, and fhall breakj^ 

In blei&Dgs on your head. 

Judge not the Lord by feeble fenfe, 

But trud him for his grace ; 
Behind a frowning providence 

He hides a fmiling face» 

H\s purpofes will ripen faffy 

Unfolding ev'ry hour ; 
7he bud may have a Bitter tade^ 

But fweet will be the flow'r« 

%lind unbelief is fure to err *, 

Andfcan his work in vainj 
Cjrod is his own interpreter. 

And he will make it plain. 

• John wii. 7- 



!!♦ 



A.dg.'"!'"" „dioy. "«l 



TEMPTATIOR. 

Author and Guardian of my life. 

Sweet fource of Hght dtvioef 
And (all harmonious naines m oot) 

My Sayiour, thou art mioe ! 

l^at thanks I owe thee, tnd what l0if^ 

A boundlefs, endlefs ftore^ 
Shall echo thro^ the realms above' 

When time (hall be no more. 
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TEMPTATION. 

HE billows fwelly the winds are high^ 

>uds overcaft my wintry fky; 
'mt of the depths to thee I call, 
J fears are great, my (fr^ngth ii f&itil. 



IL^rd, the pilot's part j^rfermy 
^d guide and guard me thro' tik€ (torify^ 
<i^end me from each tl«^at'fi\ii^*^^ 

troid the wares^ fajy^ «* YtAiiStY Vafe*^^ 



336 CUBMISSIOV. 

Amidft the roaring of the fea» 
My fottl (till hangs her hope on thee; 
Thy conftant love, thy faithful care. 
Is all that faves me from defpahr. 

Dangers df ev'ri^fhape and name 
Attend the followers of the Lamh* 
Who leave the world's deceitful fhore» 
And leave it to return no more. 

Tho' tempeft«tofs*d and half a wreck. 
My Saviour thro^ the floods I feek; 
Let neither winds nor (lormy main 
Force back my (hatter'd bark again. 



SUBMISSION. 

O L0RD9 nay beft deQie fulfil. 

And help me to refign . 
Life, health, and comfort to thy will. 

And make t!h^ ^\taf\«t mine. 



SUBMISSIOll. 

Why fliould I ftirink at thy command, 
Whoie love forbids my fears? 

Or tremble at the gracious hand 
That wipes away my tears ? 

No, let me rather freely yield ^ 
What mod I prize to Thee ; 

Who never haft a good with-held, 
Or wilt with-bold from me. 

^ I 

Thy favour, all my jourAcy thro* 
Thou art engag'd to grant; 

What elfe I want, or think I ido, 
'Tis better fiill to want. 

Wifdom and mercy guide my way, 

Shall I rcfift them both? 
A poor blind creature of a day, 

* 

And crufh'd before the moth! 

£ut ah ! my inward fpirh cries. 
Still bind me to thy fway ; 
CElfe the next cloud that vails noiy (Ides, 
Drives all thefe thptights away. 

VOL. II. Q. Q 
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GRACE AND PROVIDENCE^. 

Almighty Eling! who& wond'rous hand 
Supports the weight of fca and fand; 
Whofe grace is fuch a boundlefs ftore^ 
No heart (hall break* that {ighs fbr more« 

Thy providence fuppfies my food, 
And ^Us thy bleffing makes it good; 
My foul is nourifhM by thy wordy 
Let foul and body praife the Lordf. 

My dreams of outward comfort came 
From him^ who built this earthly frame ; 
Whate'er I want his bounty gives. 
By whom my foul for ever lives. 

Either his hand preferves from paui, 
Or, if I feel it, heals again ; . 
'From Satan's malice (hields my bread, 
Or over-rules it for the beft. 

Forgive the fot\^iW£l^^to\ciN« 
Beneath the ^tauiude V 6n«0. 
It means thy pra\fe, Vovje-^w ^^^v 
■^ angers foi^g ca» i^o ifto tcw^^^^ 



FUTURE PEACE AND GLORY OF THiJ CHURCH. 

THE FUT17RE PEACE AND GLORY 0? THE CHUI 

Ifaiah Ix. 15, — 20. 

Hear what God the Lo;d hath ipokep, 

O my people, faint and few ; 
Comfortlefs, afHlfted, broken. 

Fair abodes I build for you ; 
Themes of heart-felt tribulation 

Shall no more perplex your ways } 
You fhall name your waiU, Salvation^ 

And^your gates fhall all be praife* 

There, like flreams that feed the gardeOi 

Pleafures without end fhall ^o v ; 
For the Lord* jour faith rewapdingt 

All his bounty (hall bellow: . 
Still in undif^urb'd ppfieifipni 

Peace and righteoufnefs fball reigQf 
Never fhall you feel ppprcffion. 

Hear the voice of war ^9i^ 

Ye no more your fuqs defcendiAgf 

Waning moons'no more QiaU ^of^ 
But, your griefs for ever eodipg* 

Find eternal noon in me; 
God fhali rife, and fhining o'er you. 

Change to day the gloom of night ; 
^e, the Lord, fhall be yoxxt ^ot^^ 

God your ererlalling UgV\t. ^ 



340 PRATIB. FOR A BLESSING* 

PRAYER FOR A BLESSING. 

Bestow, dear Lord, upon our youth 

The gift of faving grace; 
And let the feed of facred truth 

Fall in a fruitful place. 

Grace is a plants nvhere-e'er it growsi 

Of pure aod heavenly root; 
But faired in the youngeft (hewS| 

And yields the fweeteft fruit. 

Ye carlefs oqes, O hear betinief 

The voice of fov'reign lo?c! 
Your youth is ftain'd with many crimes^ 

But mercy reigns above* 

True, you are young, but there's a (lone 

Within the youngeft breaft. 
Or half the crimes which you have done^ 

Would rob you of your reft* 

For you the public pray'r is made. 

Oh ! join the pdblic prayer ! 
For you the fecret tear is fhed, 

O fhed yourfelves a tear ! 

We pray that you may early prove 

The Spirit's poVt x.o vt?iOs\\ 
You cannot be too "^ovitv^ v.o \as^ 
l^hat Jefus wV\on\ vi^ i^x^^cXv. 

i 
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I WILL PRAISE THE LOUD AT ALL TIMES, 

Winter has a joy for me, 
While the Saviour's charms I reajjj 
Lowlyi meeky from blemifh fre^, 
In the fnow-drop's peofive head. 

Spring returns, and brings along 
Lifeinvigoratinj funs.* 
Hark ! the turtle's plaintive fongf 
Seems to fpeak his dying groans. 

Summer has a thoufand charms^ 
AH cxpreffive of his worth ; 
'Tis his fun that lights and warm^j 
His the air that cools the e^rth. 

What, has autumn left to fay 
Nothing of a Saviour's gra<;e ? 
Yes, the beams of milder day 
Tell me of his fmiling face. 

o?3 



342 THB LIGHT AND GLORY OP TBS WORD* 

Light appears with early dawn ; 
While the fun makes hafte to rife^ 
See his bleeding beauties drawn 
On (he blufhes of the fides. 

Ev'Ding, with a (ilent pace» 
Slowly moving in the weft^ 
Shews an emblem of his graM^ 
Points to an eternal reft. 



THE LIGHT AND GLORT OF TH£ WORO, 

The Spirit breathes upon the wordi 

And brings the truth to fight; 
Precepts and promifes afford 

A fandtifying light. 

A glory gilds the facred page, 

Majeftic like the fun ; 
It ^ives a light to ev'ry age, 

It gives, but boiro^N^ tiotLt% 



THE negro's complaint. 343 



Xhe hand that gave it flill fupplies 
The gracious light and heat; 

His truths upon the nations rife^ 
They rife but never fct. 

Let everlafting thanks be thine» 
For fuch a bright difplay, 

^s makes a world of darknefs (hine 
With beams of heavenly day. 

Vly foul rejoices to purfue 
The fteps of Hira I love ; 

fill glory breaks upon my view 
In brighter worlds above. 



THE NEGRO'S COMPLAINT. 

"oRC'o from home> and all its pieafures 

AFric's coaft I left forlorn; 
i'o increafe a ftranger's treafures, 

O'er the raging billows borne, 
len from England bought and fold me^. 

Paid my price in paltry gold; 
•uty though theirs they have enroU'd me^ 

Minds are never to be fold. 




Ht fr(Mn my delightt to ffffo. 
Me to tomire, me to talk ! 

Fleecy locki, and bbck coinph 
Cuioot forleit utnre't chub 

Skins may difFeri but aftcAron 
BwelU in white ud bkck tl 

Why did all-creatiag Natare 

Make tbe plant for which V! 
K^hs mult ha k, tean mn^ Y! 

Sweat of om mud dreft the 
Think, ye niaften, iron-heaite 

lAtlling at your jorial board 
think bow nuay backi have ( 

For the fwceti your cane afl 

li there, ai ye rometimei tell i 

la there One who ragas on 
Kn he twl yon buy and TcH m 

Spealclng froni his throne th 
Afit bim, if your knotted Icou 

Hatchei, blood-extorting ft 
Are the mean* which duty ur| 

Ageatt of hii wiU to v£ki 



THE NEGROES COMPLAINf, J45 

ark ! he anfwers— Wild tornadoes, 

Strewing yonder Tea with wrecks ; 

'ailing towns, plantations, meadows, 

Are the voice with which he fpeaks. • 

e, forefeeing what vexations • 

Afric's fons (hould undergo, 

kM their tyrant's habitations « 

Where his whirlwinds anrwer<«->No« 

' our blood in Afric wafted, 
Ere our neck^ receivM the chain ; 
r the mis'ries we have tafted, 
Croffing in your barks the main; • 
our fufF'rings (ince ye brought us 
To the man-degrading mart ; 
1 fuftain'd by patience, taught a3 
Only by a broken heart : 

em our nation brutes no longer 
rill fome reafon ye fliall find 
Drthicr of regard, and ftronger 
Than the colour of our kind, 
ves of gold, whofe fordid dealing) 
Tamifh all your boafted pow'rs, 
)ve that you have human feelings. 
Ere you proudly q^ucffion ours I 
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PITY FOR POOR AFRICANS. 

Video meliora proboqae 
Deteriora fcquor— 

1 OWN I am (hock'd at the purchafe of flaves^ 
And fear thofe i^ho buy ihem and fell them are kna?es; 
XVhat I hear of their hardfhips, their tortures, and « 

groansy 
Is aimed enough to dra>y pity fr^m ftopes. 

I pity them greatly, but I a^u{( be maniy 

For how could we do without fpg^r ^nd rum i 

Efjjccially fugar, fo needful we fee? 

What, give up our deferts, our co^ee, and tea ! 

Eefides, if we do, the French, Dutch, and Dane^ 
Will heartily thank us, no doubt, for our pains; 
If we do not buy the ppqr creatures, they will* 
And tortures and groans .will b^ multiplied ftill* 



If foreigners likewife would give up the tradey 
Much more in behalf of your wifti might be faid; 
But, while they gt\. \kVvw by v^rchi^fing blacks* 
Praty tell mc why vie tna^ ti^x. ^^^ ^ ^'wk.v^ 
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tr fcruples and arguments bring to my mind 
lory fo paty you may think it is coinM, 
purpofc to anfwcr you, out of my mint ; 
, I can affurc you, I faw it in print. 

^oungfter at fchool, more fedate than th^ re(t| 
d once his integrity put to the teft; 
> comrades had plotted an orchard to Tobf 
d afk'd him to go and affiR in the job. 

was fhock'd, fir, like you, and anfwcrM— " Oh no ! 
lat ! rob our good neighbour ! I pray you, don^t go 
Ides the man's poor, his orchard's his bread, 
en think of his children, for they muft be fed.'* 



fou fpeak very fine, and you look very grave, 
t apples we want, and apples we'll have ; 
yo\} will go with us, you (hall have a (hare. 
not, you fhall have neither apple nor pear." 

ey fpoke, and Tom pondcr'd — " I fee they will go: 
or man I what a pity to injure him fo i 
or man ! I would (ave him his fruit if I cott'd* 
t Asying behind will do him no £Ood« 



348 PiTt rot FOOft AFRICANS. 

*^ If the matter depended alone upon me. 
His apples might hang till they dropt from the t^; 
Buty (ince they will take them, I think I'U go t00| 
lie will lofe nope by me, though I get a few.'* 

His fcruples thus (ilencMt Tom felt more at eafe^ 
And went with his cpmrades the apples to feize ; 
He blam'd and protefted> but join'd in the plan ; 
He flurM in the plunder^ but pity'd the man. 




THL END. 



C. Caw, F.-inter, Libberton-Wyiul, Edinburgb. 
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